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and  400  march 
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Fourth  Annual  Gay  Conference 


Lesbians  call  for  autonomy 


Aboul  250  people,  including  represen- 
lalives  ol  more  than  forty  gay  organiz- 
anons  Irom  ooasi  (o  coast,  registered  lor 
Ihis  country's  Fourth  Annual  Gay  Con- 
ference, which  look  place  in  Toronto's 
JarviS  Collegiate  over  the  Labor  Day  long 
weekend  Taking  into  account  the  many 
local  gays  who  didn't  sign  In,  it  is 
eslimaied  that  over  tour  hundred  women 
and  men  look  part  in  some  aspect  ol  (he 

The  official  theme  of  the  conference. 
Many  faces,  one  locus  Found  ils|usti- 
fication  in  Ihe  make-up  ol  the  assembly 
Not  only  was  it  ihe  largest  conference  to 
date,  bul  there  were  proportionately  more 
younger  people,  more  older  people,  and 
more  women  participating  than  ever 
be  lore 

The  greater  involvement  ol  women  in 
Ihe  conference  has  to  be  understood  in 
the  contexl  of  the  development  ol  lesbian 
politics  during  the  last  six  months 
Slading  with  Ihe  Kingston  conference 
last  May,  originally  called  to  consider  the 
relationship  of  lesbians  10  the  gay 
movemeni  as  a  whole,  politicized 
lesbians  have  been  seeking  opportuni- 
ties to  meel  together  lo  hod  specific 
ways  (o  fight  their  oppression.  The 
Fourth  Annual  Gay  Conference  pro- 
vided |ust  such  an  opportunity.  And,  in 
tact,  the  organization  ol  lesbians  turned 
oul  lo  be  a  question  around  which  much 
ol  the  conference  revolved. 

The  other  important  question  which 
hung  over  Ihe  conference  was  the  matter 
of  Ihe  precise  range  ol  responsibilities  of 
ihe  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  and 
Ihe  relalion  of  Ihe  annual  conferences  to 
Ihe  Coalition  The  1975  confe'ence  met 
for  the  purpose  of  lounding  ihe  Coalition 
But  it  is  not  clear  how  subsequent  annual 
conferences  and  their  workshops,  which 
are  often  centred  on  NGRC  issues,  can 
leed  into  fhe  National  Coordinating  Office 
of  Ihe  Coalition  or  whether  they  should 
(Because  ol  space  and  lime  limitations, 
this  other  story  of  Ihe  1976  annual 
conference  will  appear  in  nexl  month  s 
Body  Politic ) 

Afler  opening  addresses  by  Toronto 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equal ily  presiden! 
Tom  Warner  and  National  Gay  Righls 
Coalition  coordinator  David  Garmaise, 
the  Saiurday  morning  plenary  session  of 
ihe  conference  recessed  to  allow  cau- 
cusing  At  that  time,  about  15  women 
gathered  logelher  as  Ihe  lesbian  caucus 
of  the  conference  The  caucus  voted  to 
send  a  message  ol  support  to  a  group  of 
women  who  were  occupying  Nellie's,  a 
women's  hostel,  in  protest  against 
provincial  government  cutbacks  in 
funding   The  caucus  also  decided  to 
meel  again  ai  the  Lesbian  Autonomy 
Workshop  which  had  been  scheduled  by 
conference  organizers 

When  the  full  conference  recon- 
vened, caucus  reports  were  called  lor. 
Kendra  Forbes  of  Ottawa  announced  the 
intention  of  Ihe  lesbian  caucus  to  meet 
again  Sunday  afternoon  She  also  moved 
thai  the  conference  endorse  the  occu- 
pation of  Nellie's  and  a  related  protesi 
march  lo  take  place  September  8.  The 
motion  passed  unanimously  and  without 
comment  There  being  no  oiher  caucus 
reports,  the  session  was  adjourned 

Saturday  afternoon,  following  a  panel 
discussion  on  police  repression  a  militant 
gay  nghts  march  proceeded  through 
Toronto's  streets  from  Allen  Gardens  to 
Nathan  Phillips  Square  Four  hundred 
people  took  part  in  the  march  and  rally  in 
from  of  Toronto  city  hall 

Sunday,  the  second  day  of  the  con- 
ference, was  given  over  lo  a  series  of 
speaal-in teres!  workshops,  each  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  long  In  addition,  there 
was  3  panel  entitled  Women  s  liber- 
ation and  gay  liberation 


AT  THE  MICROPHONE:  (clockwise  Irom  top  If 
Tom  Warner,  March  organizer  Terry  Phillips,  ft 
John  Damlen    


The  second  meeting  ol  Ihe  lesbian 
caucus  look  place  early  Sunday  after- 
noon The  group  lound  that  it  had  grown 
to  about  sixty  women,  the  vast  majority 
from  Toronto  and  a  tew  other  spots  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec  Terry  Faubert,  a 
member  of  the  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the 
Toronlo  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality, 
suggested  lhat  the  assembly  women 
eleci  a  delegate  to  ihe  meetings  of  the 
Coordinating  Committee  ol  the  National 
Gay  Righls  Coalition,  which  were  laking 
place  at  the  conference. 

The  NGRC  founding  document,  which 
was  adopled  in  June  1975,  provides  for 
a  Women's  Caucus  wilh  delegale  slalus 
at  the  annua)  meelings  of  the  Coalition's 
coordinating  committee.  II  also  says  that 
Ihe  Caucus  can   elect  a  member  of  the 
Caucus  to  act  as  liaison  in  establishing 
participation  of  women  in  NGRC 
between  annual  meetings"   In  addition  lo 
these  special  provisions,  regular  mem- 
bership in  the  Coatilion,  wilh  a  seat  on 
Ihe  coordinating  committee,  is  open  lo  all 
gay  or  lesbian  organizations  which 
support  the  purposes  of  Ihe  Coalition. 

Reaction  (o  the  suggestion  was  mixed, 
Some  women  didn't  know  whal  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  is  or  what 
il  siands  for  Others,  apparently  unaware 
thai  the  Coalition  is  open  to  all  lesbian 
groups,  thought  that  the  election  of  a 
delegate  lo  the  NGRC  meetings  would 
amount  to  tokenism.  Finally,  it  was 
decided  (o  consider  this  question  at  a 
later  time. 

The  women  then  turned  to  a  discus- 
sion ol  lesbian  aulonomy  The  term 
lesbian  autonomy'  is  a  phrase  used  to 
summanze  a  particular  strategy  for  the 


liberation  of  gay  womer 
consists  ol  the  organization  of  lesbians 
who  want  lo  work  either  in  or  wilh  the 
gay  movemeni  around  those  specific 
issues  which  speak  lo  their  oppression 
as  lesbians.  It  is  understood,  in  this 
formulation,  lhal  gay  oppression  -  lhat  is, 
oppression  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orien- 
tation -  [ouches  the  everyday  lives  of 
women  and  of  men  in  different  ways. 

The  discussion  was  somewhat 
tentative  and  tended  to  be  an  exploration 
of  fhe  nature  of  lesbian  oppression, 
cenlehng  on  personal  experiences  The 
meeting  had  to  be  cut  short  because 
many  of  the  women  present  wanfed  lo 
atiend  the  panel  discussion  on  women's 
liberation  and  gay  liberation  scheduled 
for  ihe  middle  ol  the  afternoon. 

The  panel  discussion  proved  to  be  one 
of  (he  best  attended  events  ol  the  con- 
ference About  150  people  assembled  to 
hear  Gillian  Chase  of  The  Other 
Woman.  Terry  Faubert  of  the  Toronto 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  Lesbian 
Caucus,  and  Mane  Robertson  ol 
Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  The  panel  was 
chaired  by  Gloha  Geller  of  the  Toronto 
Gay  Academic  Union 

Before  the  panel  actually  goi  under 
way,  Geller  read  a  short  statement  from 
ihe  Righls  o I  Lesbians  Subcommittee  of 
fhe  British  Columbia  Federation  of 
Women.  The  statement  said  thai 
lesbians  must  choose  between  gay  liber- 
ation and  women  s  liberation  and,  further, 
they  must  choose  the  latter  It  suggested 
lhat  lesbians  should  put  oft  the  struggle 
over  their  sexual  orientation  until  the  fight 
lor  women's  equality  has  been  won 

Chase  delivered  an  eloquent  criticism 


ol  both  the  women's  movemeni  and  the 
gay  movement,  warning  that  both  were 
in  danger  ot  being  coopted  by  capitalism 
and  integrated  into  Ihe  market  system  lo 
peddle  liberation  as  a  product     Sexual 
'liberation  has  become  an  industry 
capitalizing  on  hedonism,  straight  or 
kinky  "  She  criticized  politics  based  on 
individual  causes,  citing  the  Damfen  case 
as  an  example.  "Causes  are  exploited  as 
lads  and  issues  get  lost  in  labels. " 

Faubert  began  by  observing  that  an 
important  reason  why  there  are  fewer 
women  lhan  men  active  in  the  gay 
movemeni  lies  in  Ihe  unequal  living  con- 
ditions of  the  two  sexes  in  our  society 
She  poinied  oul  lhat  mosl  lesbians  are 
either  trapped  in  lamilies  as  wives  and 
molhers  or  are  stuck  in  low-paying  and 
insecure  jobs  Those  who  are  married 
cannot  come  out  even  to  fhe  extent  of 
becoming  part  of  Ihe  lesbian  community 
without  risking  the  loss  ot  their  only 
means  of  support,  their  husband's  wage. 
Other  lesbians,  who  enjoy  a  measure  ol 
economic  independence  by  holding  down 
a  |Ob,  lind  it  far  riskier  to  |oin  Ihe  gay 
movemeni  than  men  because,  il  Ihey  losl 
their  job  as  a  result  of  thai  involvement, 
they  would  have  a  much  harder  lime  to 
Imding  a  new  pb  lhan  men  in  a  similar 
situation  would 

Faubert  wenl  on  to  say  that  she  saw 
no  contradiction  between  the  women's 
movement  and  ihe  gay  movemeni  and 
added  that  they  both  serve  ihe  interests 
of  lesbians.  On  Ihe  subject  of  lesbian 
participation  in  the  gay  movemeni,  she 
advocated  Ihe  policy  o I  lesbian  aulon- 
omy which  she  has  been  developing 
among  politicized  lesbians  over  the  last 
year,  She  expressed  the  hope  thai  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference  in  October 
would  produce  some  clan  li  cat  ion  on  the 
question  ol  organizing  lesbians  around 
their  oppression, 

Robertson,  a  well-known  figure  in  the 
gay  movemeni,  suggested  that  it  was 
inevitable  for  lesbians  to  put  their 
immediate  concerns  as  lesbians  ahead 
of  their  more  general  interests  as  gay 
people,  just  as  gay  men  do  at  present 
She  saw  lesbian  aulonomy  as  a  healthy 
development  which  would  simultaneously 
allow  lesbians  to  take  practical  steps 
towards  their  liberation  and  broaden  the 
scope  of  Ihe  gay  movement.  She 
concluded  by  nolmg  thai  il  was  counter- 
productive lor  men  to  be  reduced  lo 
paralysis  by  feelings  of  guill  over  their 
sexism. 

In  general,  it  seemed  that  Robertson 
and  Faubed  agreed  on  the  need  lor 
political  action  by  lesbians,  while  Chase 
seemed  to  say  that  such  popular  move- 
ments are  doomed  to  be  coopted 
because  they  spring  from  the  middle 
class. 

The  discussion  which  followed  was 
bhef  and  highly  constrained.  It  was  evi- 
dent thai  most  present  were  reluctant 
to  express  themselves  on  the  volatile 
issue  of  relations  between  politically 
active  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Most  of 
those  who  did  finally  speak  were  men.  II 
there  was  any  common  thread  in  the  dis- 
cussion, if  was  dismay  over  Chase's  criti- 
cism ot  Ihe  women's  and  gay  move- 
ments. It  was  fell  that  she  had  been  criti- 
cal of  nearly  every  aspect  of  these 
movements,  but  had  suggested  no 
alternative  to  what  they  were  already 
doing.  In  particular,  it  was  pointed  out 
lhal  the  Damten  case,  although  it  was 
centered  on  an  individual,  was  the  only 
way  the  gay  issue  could  be  handled  and 
lhal  the  alternative  was  lo  do  nothing 
Chase  seemed  taken  aback  at  the 
vehemence  ol  the  reaction  to  her  cnti- 
eism  On  the  Oamien  case,  she  agreed 
thai  the  pursuit  of  such  individual  cases 
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"The  liberation  of  homowiuili  can 
only  be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
themselves." 

Kurt  Hlller  1921 
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On  diversity  and 
diversion 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  has 
come  through  Established  last  summer 
by  Ihe  Third  Annual  Gay  Conference. 
NGRC  has  proven  its  double  viiaJity:  as 
a  national  coalition  of  gay  groups  for  Ihe 
exchange  ol  talent  and  information  and 
as  a  common  fmnl  against  homophobia 
in  the  law. 

It  (ought  hard  for  a  change  in  Ihe 
Immigration  Act  and  this  change  seems 
finally  lo  be  forthcoming  It  responded 
actively  (o  police  repression  in  Quebec.  It 
trumpeted,  in  the  proper  ears,  lor  inclu- 
sion of  gay  protections  in  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act.  It  laid  Ihe  ground- 
work for  an  attack  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment =  heinous  dangerous  offender' 
legislation 

NGRC  Secretary  David  Garmaise  was 
right  to  stress  the  weaknesses  ol  NGRC 
al  the  end  of  year  one',  particularly  in  its 
financing,  but  he  was  just  as  right  lo  look 
back  and  conclude  'We  have  had  a 
busy  year  "  It  was  very  busy. 

In  Canada  a  functional  national  gay 
organization  has  been  forged  Why  has 
this  been  possible?  One  of  the  main 
reasons  is  that  our  movement  has  had. 
as  a  source  ol  strength,  the  involvement 
ol  a  broad,  influential  range  ot  socialists, 
unlike  the  gay  movement  in  the  United 
Slates,  where  right-wing  money  and 
stridency  have  obstructed  effective 
coalitions 

The  gay  left  has  encouraged  a  con- 
tinuing analysis  of  the  roots  of  anti- 
women  and  anti-gay  oppression  II  has 
sought  ties  with  labor.  It  has  not  yielded 
ils  call  for  the  abolition  ol  age-ot-con- 
senl  laws.  It  has  supported  lesbian 
autonomy  and  urged  gay  men  lo 
consider  ye  I  again  the  devious,  often 
subliminal,  forms  ol  iheir  own  sexism. 

Mosi  important,  Ihe  gay  left  in  Canada 
has  contributed  its  political  expertise  to 
the  creation  ol  this  democratic  coalition 
ol  diverse  groups,  Ihe  NGRC. 

Unhappily,  one  socialist  group  has 
abandoned  all  political  pnnciple  to 
engage  in  divisive  tactics  against 
coalition  politics.  During  Ihe  Fourth 
Annual  Gay  Conference,  several  gays 
from  Ihe  Revolutionary  Marxist  Group 
displayed  a  remarkable  latent  lor  disrup- 
tion They  presented  a  sequence  of 
vague  motions  at  the  final  plenary  which 
managed  to  impugn  NGRC's  firm  com- 
mitment to  lesbian  issues,  to  set  some 
lesbian  activists  againsl  others,  and  to 
trivialize  the  profound  Quebec- Canada 
issue  by  means  of  a  thoughtless  lasl- 
minute  intervention. 

The  RMG  Gays  even  attempled,  in  Ihe 
opening  plenary  of  the  conference,  to 
undo  its  democratic  voting  rules.  They 
introduced  a  motion  which  would  have 
removed  Ihe  vote  from  the  elected  rep- 
resentatives of  groups  across  the 
country  and  handed  it  to  each  individual 
who  attended  the  conlerence  Had  the 
motion  passed,  southern  Ontario,  merely 
by  being  the  site  ol  Ihe  conference  and 
providing,  therefore,  most  ol  the  par- 
ticipants, would  have  had  its  way  on 
every  issue.  So  much  lor  a  national 
coalition. 

How  right  the  conference  was  to 
reject,  again  and  again,  the  RMG  tactics. 
even  when  Iheir  goals  appeared  - 
through  the  foggy  rhetonc  -  desirable. 
RMG  gays  have  one  tough  lesson  yet  to 
learn;  if  they  wish  to  influence  the  gay 
movement,  they  must  work  within  the 
movement.  Inopportune  interventions 
once  a  year  at  annual  conferences  are 
merely  destructive. 
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Kisser  clarifies 

After  reading  your  artictes  about  Bill 
and  nw  in  the  September  Issue,  I  felt 
obliged  to  write  After  a  terrifying 
experience  In  ihe  courtroom,  coupted 


with  my  own  leelings  of  guilt,  I  leil  thai  i 
could  not  go  through  another  session  tor 
two  or  three)  ot  being  drained  emotion- 
ally and  financially  by  the  "judicial" 
system  I  decided  not  lo  appeal  and  sent 
in  the  money  when  I  got  a  nonce  saying 
it  was  due  m  u  days 

It  would  seem  obvious  I  have  made 
several  mistakes  Bill,  at  the  time,  was  a 
landed  immigranL  Being  such  he  might 
have  faced  deportation   He  applied  for 
citizenship  a  lew  weeks  after  the  date  of 
arrest. 

All  the  defense  lawyers  we  talked  lo 
(twelve  different  lawyers)  ten  it  was 
important  to  go  public  right  away,  using 
as  much  media  as  possible.  They  felt 
public  interest  would  die  down  if  the  case 
sal  for  three  months  or  so. 

I  personally  was  afraid  that  Bill  would 
be  deported  which  is  maybe  just  an 
expression  of  my  own  guilt  (eelngs  and 
has  little  to  do  with  reality   I  thought  it  we 
could  win  the  battle  first,  then  we  might 
face  the  same  anxieties  about  depor- 
tation. 

The  conviction  occurred  nol  on  July  12 
but  July  13  The  arrest  took  place  not  on 
Feb   t2.  but  Feb  9.  Also  the  group  does 
not  have  idealistic  straights  who  have 
illusions  about  unalienated  bisexuality " 
as  is  slated  in  your  editorial.  The 
straights  are  straight  and  do  not  have 
illusions  about  wanting  lo  have  sex  with 
others  of  their  own  sex. 

I  have  left  the  group  in  an  effort  to 
become  a  stronger  person,  as  an 
individual  Being  quite  'family'  oriented.  I 
was  not  able  to  do  so  in  the  group. 

It  was  encouraging  lo  read  ol  the 
reoenl  actions  againsl  gangs  in  the 
parks.  I  have  run  away  from  such  "ter- 
rifying screams"  in  High  Park,  because  I 
fell  alone. 
Tom  Field 
Toronto 

Entrapped 

I  have  been  reading  copies  of  The  Body 
Politic  for  the  past  few  months  and  have 
been  greatly  impressed  with  its  bold 
viewpoint  and  consistent  quality  Where- 
as most  Gay  publications  in  the  Stales 
are  little  more  than  closeted  entertain- 
ment' magazines  that  never  threaten  nor 
implore  their  closeted  readers  to  do 
more  than  buy  their  product,  I  find  The 
Body  Politic  a  far  more  liberated  and 
thought -provoking  analysis  of  the  Gay 
scene  and  its  relationship  lo  the  rest  of 
the  world  BP  doesn't  inundate  the 
reader  with  inherently  sexist  displays  of 
beefcake,  run  inane  body  beautiful 
contests,  totally  ignore  lesbian  readers. 
nor  run  interminable  interviews  with 
closeted  movie  celebrities.  Body  Politic 
is  indeed  a  breath  of  fresh  air. 

Not  that  I  always  agree  with  every- 
thing you  print.  (Wouldn't  it  be  boring  if  I 
did?)  I  was  somewhat  amazed'  at  your 
article  on  'Entrapmenl'  in  the  August 
issue.  People  like  'John  Towndrow'  - 
pathetic  tearoom  travelling  doset  cases  - 
always  seem  lo  be  asking  for  what  they 
get.  Granted,  entrapment  is  downright 
awful  -  but  I'm  sure  that  most  ot  you  at 
BP  are  well  aware  that  the  real  answer 
to  ending  entrapment  is  to  completely 
obliterate  the  conception  of  homo- 
sexual behaviour  as  criminal.  Men  like 
Towndrow  don't  help  in  the  slightest 

I  became  nauseous  as  I  read  how  he 
got  an  attractive  female  co-worker  to 
play  cheesecake  so  as  to  prove'  his 
heterosexuatity  Granted,  his  case  look 
place  a  white  ago  -  and  if  he  had  ad- 
mitted he  was  gay  he  would  have 
undoubtedly  wound  up  m  prison  -  but  his 
whole  attitude  irritated  me  to  no  end.  I 
like  the  'disclaimer'  of  sorts  you  put 
before  the  article  -  how  coming  out'  is  a 
form  of  protection  But  the  most  ter- 
nfying  aspect  o!  the  article  was  not  the 
tacts  about  police  attitudes  and  pro- 
cedures (hardly  a  revelation),  but  the  tact 
that  even  today  Mr  Towndrow'  will  nol 
sign  his  real  name  Thanks  for  listen- 
ing. 

Billy  Schoeli 
New  York  City 

Classified  ads  and  racism 

Rarely  have  I  encountered  a  more 
addlebrained  example  of  editorializing 
than  that  to  be  found  in  the  September 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic.  I  am  refer- 


nng.  to  your  answer  to  the  letter  on  the 
subfect  of  personal  classified  advertise- 
ments 

You  staled  that  you  would  nol  accept 
ads  which  discriminated  sgamsl  "oppres- 
sed groups   bul  you  would  accept  ads 
discriminating  against  us  poor  WASPS 
You  gave  the  example   "Gay  male  seeks 
black  mend."  would  be  acceptable,  gay 
male  seeks  white  friend."  would  nol 

You  cant  be  serious!  Do  you  honestly 
expect  that  a  new  act  ol  bigotry  (and 
your  policy  amounts  to  that)  will  in  any 
way  erase  the  errors  ot  the  pasl?  You 
might  legitimately  refuse  to  accept  any 
ad  which  contained  a  statement  ol  racial 
preference  and,  while  I  would  disagree 
withsuch  a  policy,  you  could  at  least  daim 
that  you  were  consistently  upholding 
your  pnnciple.  But  to  arbitrarily  single  out 
some  races  against  which  your  adver- 
tisers may  discriminate  (while  you  protecl 
other  races)  Is  to  commit  an  act  of 
bigotry  and  hypocrisy  which  puts  you  in 
the  same  category  as  tan  Smith  -  end 
Ihe  lact  thai  you  and  he  are 
discriminating  against  different  races 
does  not  in  any  way  make  your  actions 
difteren  liable. 

On  a  practical  level.  H  one  of  your  ad- 
vertisers has  an  objection  lo  meeting 
Indians  or  orientals,  do  you  realty  think 
that  you  can  alter  his  views  by  the 
simple  act  ol  blue-pencilling  his  ad? 
Should  one  of  the  "unwanted"  races  res- 
pond lo  the  ad  and  a  meeting  be 
arranged,  the  respondent  will  simply 
encounter  a  bruial  lace-to-face  rejection 
-  a  retecUon  thai  would  have  been 
avoided  if  the  respondent  had  been 
aware  ot  the  preferences  ot  Ihe  adver- 
tiser from  the  beginning.  (He  would  have 
saved  the  cost  of  a  stamp  loo.) 

While  I  agree  thai  derogatory  com- 
ments should  nol  be  permitted,  I  cannot 
accept  that  you  can  alter  people's 
thoughts  or  actions  simply  by  censonng 
their  published  advertisements  -par- 
licularly  when  you  are  dealing  with  some- 
thing as  irrational  and  deep-seated  as 
their  sexual  preferences 

In  short,  I  can  find  neither  a  theoretical 
nor  a  practical  basis  for  your  discrimina- 
tory policy. 
George  Peterson. 
Concord.  Ontario 

In  Canadian  society,  we  are  not 
preventing  anyone  from  meeting  a  while 
person  by  not  allowing  phrases  like 
"white  only".  It  would  be  difficult  nol  fo 
meet  white  people  at  every  turn  in 
Canada.  Ttip  only  possible  purpose  for 
saying  "white  only"  is  to  exclude  and, 
intentionally  or  not.  insult  members  ot 
other  races.  We  cannot,  and  do  not  wish 
to,  say  who  you  can  exclude  from  your 
bed.  We  can  say  who  will  not  be 
insulted  in  the  pages  ot  this  paper 

We  do  not  believe  that  most  of  the 
people  who  say  "white  only"  am  bigots 
Only  that  they  have  limited  sexual  tastes 
Hence  we  do  not  believe  that  we  are 
exposing  non-whites  who  answer  edited 
ads  to  "brutal"  encounters.  In  most 
cases  people  will  respond  to  a  human 
situation  in  a  human  way.  Face-to-face, 
the  advertiser  will  not  react  more 
"brutally"  to  a  black  man  than  to  a  white 
man  that  he  does  not  wish  to  have  sex 
with.  And  it  could  be  a  learning  situ- 
ation tot  him.  In  this  case,  Mr.  Peterson 
seems  to  see  more  bigots  and  more 
cretinous  behaviour  than  we  believe 
exists. 

We  certainty  do  not  think  that  we  can 
alter  anyone's  sexual  taste  by  preventing 
them  from  having  the  kinds  of  sexual 
encounters  they  wish  to  have.  It  Is  not 
our  business,  nor  anyone's  to  try  to  alter 
individual  sexual  patterns.  It  is  every- 
one's business  to  try  to  alter  destructive 
social  fends  such  as  racism. 

We  agree  absolutely  that  it  Is  "Im- 
possible to  change  people's  thoughts  or 
actions  through  censorship."  Editing 
classified  ads  Is  not  a  major  feature  of 
our  strategy  for  change.  It  is  merely 
consistent  with  the  rest  of  our  strategy  - 
the  organizing  of  as  many  people  as 
possible  around  the  Issues  which  touch 
us  all  as  gay  people.  If  is  not  what  we 
take  out  ol  the  classified,  but  what  we 
put  m  to  the  rest  of  the  paper,  that  we 
believe  has  the  capacity  to  effecl  social 
change. 
The  Collective 
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seemed  io  be  the  only  practical  roule 
open  10  gay  people  at  present 

Tin?  discussion  broke  op  after  only 
(wenly  minutes  and  the  more  than  a 
hundred  people,  mostly  men,  who  had 
attended  went  of  to  workshops  That 
evening,  Ihe  conteienee  organizing  com- 
mittee held  a  coffeehouse  al  We  Com- 
munity Homophile  Assooaoon  ot  Toronto 
Centre  Enlertajnment  featured  singer 
Sarah  Ellen  Dunlop  (see  Our  Image, 
page  7). 


The  lesbian  caucus  gol  together  again 
early  on  Monday  morning,  while  most  of 
the  men  were  attending  a  panel  dis- 
cussion on  male  sexuality   The  group  had 
shrunk  somewhat,  to  about  torty,  partly 
because  some  women  had  already 
started  lor  home  The  caucus  relumed  Io 
Ihe  question  ol  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  and  it  was  decided  lhal  Terry 
Faubert  should  convey  the  content  ot  the 
discussion  on  lesbian  needs  and 
concerns  to  NGRC 

The  women  talked  over  a  number  ot 
topics  al  some  length;  among  these  were 
child  custody  and  child  care,  rape, 
defence  of  women  victimized  by  police  or 
male  violence,  fund-raising,  job  dis- 
crimination, lesbian  community  centres, 
education  on  legal  rights,  and  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference  In  the 
course  ol  the  discussion,  representatives 
Irom  Wages  Due  Lesbians  amved,  urged 
women  io  go  Io  the  Nellie's  occupation 
thai  rritomoon,  and  left 


When  Ihe  subieci  ol  a  strategy  lor 
lesbian  liberation  was  tackled,  it  became 
apparent  lhal  a  very  broad  spectrum  ot 
political  views  was  represented  in  the 
group  Suggestions  ranged  from  starting 
businesses  which  would  make  money  tor 
and  hire  only  women,  Io  puhhc  actions 
around  lesbian  nghts,  Io  Ihe  formation  of 
an  anti-capilalisl  lesbian  movement. 
None  ot  these  differences  caused 
Inction.  however 

Because  ot  the  wide-ranging  nature  ot 
the  discussion,  the  women  present  who 
were  organizmg  the  National  Lesbian 
Conference  decided  that  the  conference 
should  have  a  more  political  outlook  than 
onginally  planned  They  indicated  thai 
they  would  schedule  a  workshop  on 
strategy  for  lesbian  liberation  to  allow 
further  discussion  ol  the  matter  raised  al 
this  meeting  of  Ihe  lesbian  caucus  Al 
the  end  of  the  meeling,  several  Toronto 
women  suggested  lhal  they  could 
continue  to  talk  together  at  a  later  dale, 
15  signed  a  phone  list,  and  the  Toronto 
GATE  Lesbian  Caucus  was  asked  to 
organize  another  meeting 

Early  Monday  afternoon,  Ihere  was  a 
showing  ol  the  British  Him,  The  Naked 
Cfvll  Servant,  (see  Our  Image,  page  7). 
There  was  also  a  panel  discussion  on 
defence  campaigns,  which  drew  on  the 
expenence  accumulated  in  the  Damien. 
Wilson,  and  Gay  Tide  cases   In  the 
course  ol  Ihe  discussion.  Committee  to 
Defend  John  Damien  member  Terry 
Phillips  revealed  thai  the  campaign  was 
virtually  bankrupt  and  appealed  for  funds, 
pointing  out  that  Damien  s  opponents 
had  all  the  wealth  of  the  government  of 
Ontario  behind  them 

There  followed  two  caucus  reports: 
one  from  the  lesbian  caucus  and  one 
from  the  New  Democratic  Party  caucus 
Terry  Faubert  conveyed  ihe  concerns  Of 
the  lesbian  caucus  lo  the  meeting, 
reporting  on  Ihe  linal  meeting  ol  Ihe 
caucus  m  particular  Then  John  Argue, 
represenling  the  NDP  caucus  moved  thai 
the  conference  "encourage  alt  gay 
organizations  across  Ihe  counlry  to 
support  and  participate  in  labor's  Day  of 
Protest  on  October  14"  The  principal 
reason  given  lor  supporting  Ihe  motion 
was  lhal  the  support  which  the  labor 
movement  has  shown  lor  gay  rights  The 
motion  was  amended  by  the  Montreal 
Gay  Coalition  Against  Repression  to  add 
thai  the  Day  ol  Protest  was  a  good 
opportunity  for  the  gay  movement  lo  gain 
publicity  lor  its  demands  Thus  amended, 
the  motion  easily  passed. 

The  conference  then  passed  a  senes 
ol  resolutions  which  had  come  out  of  ils 
workshops  (see  Final  resolutions 
belowl   Among  these  was  a  long  reso- 
lution moved  by  Gary  Kinsman  ot 
Revolulionary  Marxist  Group  Gays  which 
recognized  thai  "some  of  the  issues  Ihe 
gay  male  movement  is  lighting  lor  are 
the  same  as  those  lesbians  are  righting 
for "  But,  the  resolution  said,  the  pnon- 
ties  ol  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
are  male-orienled.  The  resolution  then 
hsied  a  number  o'  lesbian  issues  which 
the  NGRC  should  support.  Although  the 
resolution  was  in  essence  an  expression 
ol  solidarity  with  gay  women,  its  content 
was  overshadowed  by  the  fact  that  it 


was  moved  by  RMG  gays 

The  participation  of  RMG  Gays  in 
annual  gay  conferences  has  been 
charactenzed  by  ramOlmg  and  melevani 
contnbutions  lo  plenary  debate,  where 
lime  is  short,  and  Ihe  introduction  of  long 
and  complex  motions  on  controversial 
issues  iust  as  a  session  is  coming  to  a 
dose  To  compound  matters,  the 
resolutions  are  rarely  wntten  down  so 
lhal  delegates  can  know  what  they  are 
voting  on  The  end  resull  of  these  tactics 
is  that  any  resolution  put  by  RMG  Gays 
is  practically  guaranteed  lo  go  down  lo 
defeat 

In  placing  its  resolution  before  ihe 
conference,  RMG  Gays  were  forcing  the 
delegates  lo  choose  between  the  desire 
to  reach  out  lo  lesbians  and  the  desire  lo 
vent  Iheir  hostility  towards  the  RMG  In 
the  frustration  of  the  moment,  the  dele- 
gales  chose  the  latter  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  soundly  deleated 

Some  minutes  later  in  (he  session, 
Robin  Metcalle  ol  the  Halifax  Gay 
Alliance  lor  Equality  introduced  another 
motion  expressing  solidarity  with  gay 
women  This  was  a  shorter  resolution 
which  asked  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  to  take  Ihe  decisions  ol  the 
National  Lesbian  Conlerence  mlo  ac- 
count in  formulating  policies  and  lo  re- 
affirm its  commitment  lo  lesbian  issues 
The  resolution  passed  unanimously 

The  conference  then  wenl  on  lo  other 
resolutions,  but  was  interrupted  a  lew 
minutes  later  when  a  group  Ol  six 
women,  evidently  led  by  RMG  Gays 
member  Natalie  La  Roche,  went  to  the 
microphone  and  demanded  to  speak.  Al 
this  point,  chairperson  Denis  Le Blanc 
asked  them  to  wait  until  the  reso- 
lution then  before  Ihe  conference  had 
been  disposed  of  They  agreed  to  this 
arrangement. 

When  La  Roche  relumed  io  ihe  micro- 


phone she  denounced  the  conference  lot 
turning  Us  back  on  lesbians  It  was 
obvious  that  she  didn  I  know  about  Ihe 

resolution  moved  by  Halilax  GAE  a  little 
before  In  fact,  she  had  dashed  from  Ihe 

mmed lately  after  the  defeat  ol  the 
RMG  Gays  motion  and  had  relumed  wllh 

the  five  olher  women  after  the  second 
resolution  on  lesbian  issues  had  passed. 

Chairperson  Denis  LeBlanc  interrupted 
her  io  read  the  second  resolution  La 
Roche  then  proceeded  io  denounce  thai 
resolution  as  "lip  service   and   liberal- 
ism" Thereupon.  RMG  Gays  moved  lhal 
debate  on  Ihe  second  resolution  be  re- 

jened 

The  debate  on  whether  to  reopen  dis- 
cussion on  the  lesbian  issues  quickly 
degenerated  mlo  disorderly  name-calling, 
much  ol  it  among  the  women  One 
woman  was  accused  ol  no!  being  a 
lesbian,  another  condemned  tor  being  a 
member  ol  a  left-wing  organization 
Others  charged  thai  La  Roche  and  her 
supporters  hadn't  attended  any  pi  the 
meetings  ot  (he  lesbian  caucus  and  were 
taking  advantage  ol  Ihe  early  departure 
ol  many  women  Irom  Ihe  conlerence  in 
order  lo  misrepresent  Ihe  views  ol  those 
women   When  a  vole  was  finally  taken, 
the  motion  to  reopen  was  defeated. 

The  debate',  however,  had  taken  its 
toll.  When  Ihe  final  session  ad|oumed, 
the  mood  was  simply  one  ot  relief  There 
was  an  air  ol  mconclusiveness  and  anti- 
climax about  the  conference  It  had  been 
dominated  by  a  question  which  it  could 
not  settle  the  question  ol  how  lesbians 
will  relate  their  own  struggle  to  the  gay 
movement.  The  conlerence  could  no! 
come  to  grips  with  this  question  because 
it  is  not  ye!  being  asked  between  gay 
men  on  one  side  and  lesbians  on  the 
other:  rather  it  is  presently  a  question 
among  lesbians  themselves.  □ 


Final  resolutions 

John  Damien 

The  conference  declared  thai  Ihe 
struggle  for  job  security  is  a  central  issue 
facing  gay  people  and  reaffirmed  its  sup- 
port lor  John  Damien  and  the  Committee 
lo  Defend  John  Damien  The  delegates 
committed  their  organizations  to  con- 
tinue the  political  and  financial  struggle  in 
his  defence'  and  also  voted  that  any 
operating  surplus  from  the  conference  be 
donated  lo  the  Damien  campaign.  It 
appears  that  this  donation  will  amount  lo 
well  over  S1000. 

Lesbian  liberation 

The  conference  proposed  thai  "the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  re-affirm 
its  commitment  to  support,  as  a  high 
priority,  Ihe  aims  and  demands  of  Ihe 
lesbian  movemeni.  I  axing  mlo  account 
the  decisions  of  the  National  Lesbian 
Conference,  and  that  NGRC  send  a 
delegate  lo  that  conference." 

Quebec 

The  conference  recognized  lhal  the  gay 
movement  may  develop  differently  in  dif- 
ferent places  and  said  that  it  is  up  lo 
Quebec  gays  lo  determine  the  particular 
form  of  the  gay  nghts  struggle  in   — 
Quebec 


National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition 

The  conference  resolved  that  next  year's 
conference  should  be  centred  around 
but  not  limned  to,  NGRC  issues'.  I!  also 
proposed  thai  there  be  a  discussion  con- 
ducted in  NGRC  Forum  on  (he  nature  ot 
the  relationship  between  NGRC  and  Ihe 
annual  conference 

Political  parties 

The  conference  urged  gays  who  are 
members  of  political  parties  lo  come  out 
within  those  parties  in  order  io  promote 
gay  nghts  and  gay  liberation  issues 

Smalt  cities  &  towns 

The  conlerence  requested  lhal  NGRC 
compile  a  guide  lo  help  gay  people 
outside  the  larger  urban  centres  organize 
themselves  II  also  suggested  that 
NGRC  establish  a  Regional  Animation 
Programme  which  would  send  organize™ 
into  small  cities  and  towns  at  Ihe  request 
ol  local  gays 

Community  services 

The  conference  affirmed  that  com- 
munity services  are  an  integral  part  of 
the  gay  movement  and  proposed  that  a 
larger  portion  of  the  agenda  of  future 
conferences  be  devoted  to  this  aspect  ol 
the  movement. 

Body  Coin*/ J 
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Meetlngi:  1st  Wed  ea   monlh 

8  pm  at  193  Carlton  Street 

Dances:  3rd  Sat.  ea.  month 

9  pm  at  Church  St.  Community  Centre 
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Office:  193  Carlton  St  (416) 

964-0148 

TORONTO 


We  sell: 

-  Mandate 

-  Blueboy 

■  Advocate 

-  Body  Politic 


Open  8  am  -  7  pm 

Come  -  Browse 

Friendly  staff  to  serve  you 


NAVAJO  JEWELLERY 

SILVER  &  TURQUOISE 

RINGS,  BRACELETS,  NECKLACES 

™°m  '/£  to  •2000. 

SKIN  &  BONES 

M7  YONGE  ST.  AT  OHARLfS 


$300 


Per  week  possible,  talking  to  people  on  the  tele- 
phone for  the  blind.  A  registered  Canadian  charity 
Free  coffee  -  pleasant  office,  high  commissions. 

Qooy^Snagement-  Phone  Mr  Du"  in  Toronto  (416) 
928*0304. 


The  Gentleman's  Gentleman 

Gary  Drexler 

Watch  for  the  new  studio  opening 
-  to  be  announced 

Services: 

■Complete  grooming 

■Male  modelling 

■  Escorts 

■Male  secretarial  services 

■Personal  counselling 

■And,  the  latest  in  mens  jewellery 

Contact  -  Gary  Drexler  Gentlemen's  Services 
ur.  335.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289  Stn  A 
Toronto.  Ontario.  M5W  1X9 
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2nd  murder  upsets 
community 

The  gay  community  in  this  quiet  pro- 
vincial capital  has  been  rocked  by  its 
second  gay  murder  in  |usl  over  three 
years. 

The  body  ol  Curtis  McCartney,  a  29- 
year-old  hairdresser,  was  lound  in  his 
downtown  apartmeni  by  a  co-worker  laie 
Tuesday,  August  24   Police  superin- 
tendent Ronald  Cronkiie  said  the  cause 
of  death  was  multiple  slab  wounds  re- 
ceived early  ihe  previous  Sunday 
rnommg 

Superintendent  Cronkiie  was  quoted 
as  saying  ihal  robbery  was  being  con- 
sidered a  motive,  but  declined  to 
comment  when  asked  if  McCartney 
might  have  been  (he  victim  ol  homo- 
phobic violence 

On  Monday,  August  30  three  Fredenc- 
fon  men  were  charged  in  conneciion  with 
ihe  murder  following  a  massive  police 
raid  on  Officers  Square,  a  small  park  on 
the  main  drag  frequented  by  punks, 
hustlers  and  other  street  types   Twenty- 
five-year-old  Robert  Hopper  has  been 
charged  with  second  degree  murder; 
charged  with  being  accessories  after  the 
fact  are  James  Bruce  Allen.  20,  and 
Denis  Sivret,  20 

Although  the  preliminary  hearing  is  not 
scheduled  until  September  24,  local  gays 
are  already  making  comparisons  be- 
tween McCartney's  murder  and  fhat  of 
Lee  Dargavei  in  ihe  spnng  of  1973 
Dargavel,  a  middle-aged  employee  of  the 
provincial  power  commission,  was  shol 
by  a  hitchhiker  he  had  befnended 
Carmen  Reginald  Smith  of  Halifax  later 
surrendered  lo  police  and  was  charged 
with  the  slaying 

Following  a  tnal  which  received  little 
publicity  in  the  local  press.  Smith  was 
sentenced  to  only  two  years  in  prison 
The  major  point  ol  the  defence  argu- 
ment was  that  Ihe  accused  had  acled  in 
self  defence,  Smith  claimed  that 
Dargavel  had  sexually  assaulted  him 
after  getting  him  drunk  on  beer  No  effort 
was  spared  in  thai  trial  to  convict 
Dargavel  in  absentia  ot  being  a 
homosexual  and  to  depici  Smith  as  an 
innoceni  who  was  brutally  deflowered 
after  being  plied  wilh  alcohol  On  appeal 
Smiths  sentence  was  increased  to  live 
years  in  Dorchester  Penitentiary 

In  view  of  these  light  sentences  gays 
will  be  interested  to  see  how  this  case 
will  be  handled  by  the  New  Brunswick 
courts  under  the  new  Criminal  Code 
legislator!,  which  prescribes  a  minimum 
len-year  term  for  second  degree  murder. 
by  Keith  SlyO 


CBC  bureaucrat 
imposes  ban  on 
gay  ads 

The  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 
has  finally  responded  to  questions  re- 
garding us  decision  to  reject  a  public 
announcement  submitted  lo  radio  station 
CBH  by  the  Halifax  Gav  Alliance  for 
Equality  (GAE).  The  purpose  of  Ihe 
announcement  was  to  advertise  GAE's 
telephone  counselling  service 

In  a  letter  to  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  secretary  David  Garmaise 
dated  July  6.  CBC  Audience  and  Public 
Affairs  vice-president  Peler  Meggs 
slated,    there  is  no  CBC  policy  against 
accepting  public  service  announce- 
ments from  homophiie  organizations  as 
such." 

Meggs  then  wenr  on  to  stale  the 
cnlena  which  qualifying  organizations 
must  meet.  He  said  they  must  have  a 
permanent  business  office  m  Canada, 
make  a  "positive  coniribunon  to  the 
social,  artistic,  spintual  or  intellectual  tile 
of  the  community,    be  nonprofit,  and  be 
able   lo  assure  contributors  to  fund- 
raising  campaigns  lha!  their  contnbu- 
uons  will  be  deductible  (or  income  lax 
purposes 
Meggs  added  fhai  "the  foregoing  tests 


are  not  exhaustive  The  Corporation 

additionally  requires  that  any  announce- 
ment must  not  promote  or  comment  on 
any  controversial  issue 

The  decision  by  CBH  to  refuse  Ihe 
GAE  ad,  according  to  Meggs.    Was  nol 
based  only  on  this  policy,  but  upon 
several  other  (actors  First,  you  will 
understand  that  there  are  many  demands 
tor  public  service  announcements  and 
limned  air  time     Secondly,  there  exists 
in  Halilax  a  well-organized  distress 
service  known  as  Help  Une.  Through  ii. 
homosexual  callers  are  given  lull  infor- 
mation aboul  the  Gay  Alliance,  its  meet- 
ings and  its  telephone  number  Thirdly, 
the  Help  Line  functions  all  day  every 
day,  whereas  the  Gay  Alliance  Une  rs 
Open  only  three  evenings  during  the 
week." 

The  letter  was  prompted  by  three 
others  sent  to  CBC  president  A.  Johnson 
by  GarmaJse,  who  descnbed  Meggs 
reply  as  "a  craftily  worded  bureau- 
cratic reply  " 

GAE  intends  lo  pursue  the  matter  and 
has  senl  a  letter  to  Meggs  requesting 
clanfication  and  contesting  ihe  decision 
If  the  matter  ts  not  resolved,  GAE 
intends  to  file  a  complaint  against  the 
CBC  with  the  Canadian  Radio- Television 
Commission. 

The  case  has  also  drawn  the  interest 
of  the  Canadian  Council  on  Social 
Development  The  Council  is  prepanng  a 
report  on  relations  between  community 
groups  and  the  media. 

by  Robin  MetcalfeD 

Gays  open  their 
own  dance  club 

The  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  has  re- 
opened The  Turret,  the  organization's 
popular  discotheque  In  downtown 
Halilax  The  establishment  is  described 
as  "a  nonoppressive  gathenng  place  for 
gay  people " 

Thanks  lo  special  permission  granted 
by  the  Nova  Scotia  Liquor  License 
Board,  The  Turret  is  now  licensed  and  is 
open  every  Friday  Irom  930  pm  to  3  am 
at  1588  Barnngton  Si  Attendance  by 
women  and  men  has  been  aboul  equal 

GAE  has  also  started  lo  publish  a 
monthly  newsletter,  The  Voice,  and  has 
initiated  a  penpal  club.  An  encounter 
group  and  an  all-gay  mixed  soccer  leam 
are  being  planned 

In  another  development  a  Calholic 
priest,  with  Ihe  approval  ol  his 
archbishop,  has  started  an  outreach  pro- 
gramme to  gay  Christians  which  may 
lead  lo  Ihe  formation  ol  a  chapter  ot 
Dignity. 

by  Robin  MelcalteD 


Ontario 


Solicitor  General 
evades  questions, 

rejects  public 
inquiry 

Oniano  Solicitor  General  John  Macbeth 
has  flatly  rejected  the  possibility  ol  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Ottawa  police  in  their  investigation  last 
year  ol  the  Ottawa  male  prostitution 
affair   The  refusal  came  September  7  in 
a  meeting  with  Gays  ol  Ottawa  (GO) 
president  Denis  LeBlanc,  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  secretary  David 
Garmaise,  and  Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  coordinator  John  Argue 
There  has  been  a  growing  public 
demand  lor  such  an  inquiry  following  the 
refusal  ot  Ihe  Ontario  Government  to 
make  public  an  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
report  on  the  methods  used  by  the 
Ottawa  police  in  the  case  Besides  Gays 
of  Ottawa.  The  Ottawa  Citizen  and  two 
of  the  city's  MLAs.  Michael  Cassidy 
(NDP)  and  Albert  Roy  (Liberal*  have 
loined  in  demanding  a  public  examin- 
ation of  the  actions  ol  the  Ottawa  police 
m  prosecuting  the  users  of  the  prosti- 
tution service 

In  an  August  28  editorial.  The  Citizen 
observed,  The  public  deserves  to  know 
much  more  about  the  delivery  ot  justice 
the  investigation  and  proseculion  of  this 
entire  case." 


WIW1 


LeBlanc  says  there  ate  far  loo  many 
questions  aboul  the  case  10  let  the 
demand  lc«  a  public  inquiry  drop  He 

askea.    wny   m  this  particular  case. 
were  the  clients  charged  instead  oi  the 
prostitutes?  Why  did  the  police  siage  a 
press  conlerence  at  which  Ihey  des- 
cribed whai  they  called  a  white  slavery 
ring  ?  Why  has  it  laken  more  than  a  year 
for  Charges  of  police  brutality  lo  be 
investigated?  Why  were  flagrant  abuses 
ol  courtroom  procedure  permitted'  Why 
was  the  pr i nopal  witness  m  the  case 
rehearsed  by  the  police  before  some 
court  appearances?  And  why  can  t  a 
government  report  dealing  with  precisely 
these  questions  be  released?  What  is 
the  government  trying  to  hide?" 

After  meeting  with  Macbeth  to  pose 
Ihese  questions,  LeBlanc  characterized 
the  ministers  responses  as  evasive    He 
said.  The  minister's  stock  response  to 
our  questions  was  simply  that  he  wasn't 
""'  itor  General  when  the  alleged  mis- 
conduct occurred  and  lhal,  whatever  in- 
lusuces  there  may  have  been,  Ihey  didn'i 
luslify  Ihe  expense  ot  a  public  inquiry  " 

Observed  LeBlanc  Macbeth's  res- 
ponse is  a  mockery  ol  Ihe  concept  ot 
ministerial  responsibility.  >t  ihe  Solicitor 
General  Is  not  responsible  for  the 
conduct  ol  the  police  forces  under  him, 
then  who  is?" 

by  Ken  PopetlD 


Liberal  Party 
leader  endorses 
gay  rights 

The  Hamilton-McMaster  Homophite 
Association  has  released  a  letter  trom 
Onlaho  Liberal  Party  leader  Stuart  Smith 
which  states  that  (he  party  supports 
legislated  rights  lor  gay  people. 

In  the  letter.  Smith  assures  the  group, 
"we  in  the  Liberal  Party  have  endorsed 
the  inclusion  ol  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code.  We  feel 
lhat  discrimination  based  on  such  onen- 
ladon  is  totally  unacceptable " 

With  lasl  June's  similar  proposal  to  the 
New  Democratic  Party  convention  ob- 
viously in  mind,  Smiih  added  that  the 
endorsement  of  gay  rights  "has  taken 
place  a  long  time  ago  and  our  Party  has 
been  in  the  forefront  as  far  as  lhal  point 
is  concerned "  The  letter  is  the  first 
public  statement  ever  issued  by  the  party 
on  gay  rights. 


montreal 


Rights 
Commission 
reverses  stand, 
drops  gay  case 

The  Quebec  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission has  dropped  the  case  of  Stuart 
Russell,  the  Montreal  gay  activist  who 
was  dismissed  June  2d  from  his  job  with 
COJO.  the  body  in  charge  of  the 
Olympic  Games.  Russell  was  fired  a  few 
days  after  ihe  Montreal  press  carried  a 
photograph  which  showed  him  taking 
part  in  a  demonstration  against  the  pre- 
Olympic  crackdown  on  the  city's  gay 
community 

In  a  letter  to  Russell's  lawyer,  the  newly 
created  Commission  claimed  it  had  no 
lunsdiction  m  the  case  because  the  finng 
occurred  four  days  before  it  officially 


began  to  operate  on  June  28  The 

Commission  cited  the  same  reason  for 
deeding  not  to  intervene  m  the  dismissal 
ol  three  other  militants  who  lost  their  pbs 
with  COJO  in  the  middle  ol  June 

In  rendenng  its  decision,  Ihe 
Commission  appeared  to  be  making  a 
complete  aboul  face  on  the  basis  ol  a 
technicality  Commission  representatives 
had  already  held  a  meeting  with  Russell 
to  discuss  his  case  earlier  in  (he 
summer  One  other  apparently  politically 
motivated  dismissal  by  COJO  which  took 
place  after  June  28  may  be  taken  up  by 
the  Commission. 


plans  10  present  a  brief  lo  Ihe 
Commission  requesting  that  it  recom- 
mend inclusion  of  the  term  sexual  orien- 
tation' in  the  Quebec  Human  Rights 
Charier  to  protect  the  employment  nghts 
of  gays 

by  Ron  Dayman  Q 

68  plead  not  guilty 
in  aftermath  of 
Olympic  clean-up 

The  tnals  ol  the  majority  of  the  men 
arrested  in  last  spnng's  senes  of  raids  on 
Montreal  baths  have  been  remanded 
until  early  December.  The  raids 
appeared  to  be  part  of  a  broad  plan 
devised  by  the  Montreal  police  to  push 
the  city's  gay  community  underground 
before  lhe  opening  of  the  Olympics  last 
July. 

Sixty-eight  cases  were  remanded 
when  the  victims  of  raids  on  live  different 
baths  appeared  in  court  August  33.  All 
had  previously  pleaded  not  guilty 
Another  31  men  had  pleaded  guilty  lo 
charges  ol  being  found-ins  in  a  bawdy 
house'.  Most  received  a  fine  ol  $100  or 
15  days  in  |ail 

Representatives  ol  the  Gay  Coalition 
Against  Repression  are  attending  Ihe 
hearings  to  gather  information. 

The  police  raids  seem  essentially  lo 
have  accomplished  their  aim  Of  the  two 
mapr  gay  saunas  in  Montreal,  one,  the 
Club  Baths,  has  completely  closed  down 
and  the  second,  the  Neptune,  no  longer 
rents  rooms  The  gay  steam  balh,  an 
institution  so  widely  accepted  in  other 
cities,  no  longer  exists  in  Montreal. 

by  Ron  Dayman  □ 


Ottawa 


Police  acquittal 
causes  public 
uproar 

Charges  of  assault  causing  bodily  harm1 
against  two  Ottawa  policemen  have  been 
thrown  oul  of  court  amid  accusations  of 
a  whitewash  from  the  gay  community 
and  some  ol  Ottawa's  media. 

Constable  Robert  Gervais  and 
Sergeant  Alain  Methol  had  been  charged 
as  a  result  of  a  complaint  laid  by  George 
Duthie.  one  of  the  16  clients  charged  in 
the  Ottawa  male  prostitution  case.  The 
charges  against  Duthie  were  subse- 
quently dropped 

The  two  policemen  were  charged  only 
after  Ontario  Provincial  Police  stepped  in 
to  conduct  their  own  investigation  of  the 
affair.  The  action  came  a  full  year  after  . 
Duthie  had  registered  his  complainL 

Duthie  testified  that  after  his  arresl  on 
March  8,  1975  he  was  paraded  around 
the  police  station  and  called  a  pervert* 
by  Gervais  and  Methol   He  was  then 
taken  to  an  interrogation  room.  Duthie 
said  he  was  called  scum'  and  an 
animal*. 

With  Gervais  out  of  the  room.  Methol 
lifted  Duthie  out  of  his  chair  and  pushed 
him  against  a  concrete  wall,  elbowing 
him  and  banging  his  head  into  the  comer 
of  the  room,  according  to  Duthie  s  teso- 

Duthie  said  he  was  slammed  against 
the  wall  by  Methot  a  number  ol  times 
and  on  one  occasion  ihe  policeman  had 
iniured  his  knuckles  The  sergeant  who 
booked  Duthie  testified  he  had  noticed 
blood  on  Methot  s  hand. 

Duthie  then  filed  a  complaint  and  went 
to  a  hospital.  A  hospital  doctor  testified 
thai  Duthie  suffered  minor  injuries  which 


a  crowd  The  Gay  Marcl 


a  wide  variety  ol  people  u 


could  have  resulted  from  his  head  being 
hn  againsl  a  wall,  as  Duthie  had 


Two  Ottawa  policemen  testified  that 
they  heard  noises  from  inside  the  inter- 
rogating room  Michael  Richard,  who  has 
since  left  the  force,  said  that  a  number  of 
people  m  the  Ottawa  police  force  had  to 
have  known  what  was  going  on.  He 
himself  reported  this  incident  to  a 
supenor  officer 

Ottawa  police  had  conducted  their  own 
investigation  earlier  but  had  recom- 
mended that  no  charges  be  laid  against 
the  two  officers  No  attempt  was  made  lo 
contact  complainant  Duthie  to  interview 
him.  In  the  OPP  investigation,  however, 
Detective- Inspector  Casey  Kotwa  Dew  to 
Vancouver  to  question  Duthie 

Judge  Phillip  Baker.  Crown  Attorney 
Bruce  Affleck,  and  defence  lawyer  David 
Scott  all  said  during  the  one-day  pre- 
liminary hearing  August  24  thai  Ihe 
charge  thai  should  have  been  laid  was 
common  assault',  not  assault  causing 
bodily  harm  .  a  more  serious  offence. 

Judge  Baker  threw  out  the  more 
serious  charge  because,  he  said,  there 
wasn't  enough  evidence  to  commit  ihe 
two  policemen  to  thai.  Dulhie's  injury  - 
an  abrasion  to  the  head  -  was  not 
severe  enough  to  constitute  bodily  ha/m, 
he  said. 

A  charge  of  'common  assault',  which  Is 
a  summary  offence,  has  lo  be  laid  within 
six  months  ol  the  incident.  Since  Ihe 
OPP  didn't  conduct  their  investigation 
until  a  year  after  Ihe  incident,  they  had  lo 
resort  to  Ihe  charge  of  assault  causing 
bodily  harm  -  an  indictable  offence  -  in 
laying  charges  againsl  Gervais  and 
Methot. 

Crown  Attorney  Affleck,  who  was 
brought  in  from  Durham  County  to  prose- 
cute the  case,  said  oulside  the  court- 
room that,  if  he  had  been  consulted 
earlier,  he  would  have  recommended 
that  charges  of  common  assault'  be  laid. 
He  told  reporters  that  the  fact  if  took  a 
year  to  lay  the  charges  was  something 
Ihe  local  police  commission  and  officials 
might  look  into. 

After  dismissing  the  charges  against 
the  two  policemen,  Judge  Baker  said,  "I 
am  making  no  comment  on  the  actions 
that  took  place  in  the  interrogating  room. 
The  evidence  is  before  the  public." 

Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO)  charged  lhat  the 
whole  case  was  a  whitewash  and  was 
totally  consistent  with  the  way  the 
authorities  have  been  handling  all  the 
complaints  and  allegations  of  impropnety 
which  this  tragic  male  prostitution  affair 
has  generated 

"Why  did  a  year  elapse  before  charges 
ire  laid?  The  Ottawa  police  had  to 
know  if  they  stalled  long  enough, 
charges  of  common  assault'  couldn't  be 
laid."  said  GO  president  Denis  Le8lanc. 
"It  was  obvious  when  they  got  to  court 
that  the  more  senous  charge  would 
never  stand  up." 

"How  can  the  Ottawa  police  be 
expected  to  investigate  the  Ottawa 
police?   LeBLanc  asked.  This  was  a 
sentiment  echoed  by  the  two  English- 
language  Ottawa  dailies,  The  Citizen 
and  The  Journal,  and  by  television 
station  CJOH,  out  of  which  Duthie 
worked  before  his  arrest. 

Duthie  himself  was  pleased  thai  his 
story  had  finally  been  aired.  "I  would 
have  been  happy  had  the  police  property 
--'esugaied  II  ai  the  outset.    He  added 


thai  he  hopes  the  airing  ol  the  facts  at 
the  preliminary  hearing  will  prevent  police 
from  interrogating  other  suspects  in  a 
like  manner 

The  only  police  comment  following  ihe 
case  was  lhal  the  matter  is  now  closed 
and  no  disciplinary  action  will  be  taken 
against  the  two  policemen, 

Gays  ol  Ottawa  renewed  then  call  for 
a  full-scale  public  inquiry,  as  did  Ottawa 
Easi  MLA  Albert  Roy  (Liberal)  Roy  said 
lhat  al  ihe  very  least  the  OPP  report 
should  be  made  public   He  added  that 
we  need  legislation  to  change  the 
method  of  investigation  ol  police 
officers." 

by  David  GarmalseLi 


St  John's 


Bar  becomes 
private  club  to 
end  violence 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  avoid 
violent  clashes  by  the  hiring  of  extra 
bouncers,  Ihe- management  ol  St.  John's 
main  galhenng  spot  for  gays.  The  Sea 
Breeze,  has  dealt  with  the  problem  by 
converting  the  establishment  into  a  club. 

As  of  August  31,  the  bar  became  a 
private  members  club  and  member- 
ship cards  were  issued  to  the  requ'ar  gay 
clientele.  Membership  is  not  nmited,  how- 
ever, to  the  established  gay  community. 

The  waterfront  business  will  continue 
lo  welcome  visiting  sailors.  In  addition, 
members  can  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility bring  guests  into  the  club. 

Meanwhile,  the  Community  Homo- 
phile  Association  of  Newfoundland  has 
settled  into  headquarters  on  the  third 
floor  at  1 27A  Queen's  Road.  The 
premises  will  be  used  for  group  meetings 
and  small-scale  social  activities,  includ- 
ing a  regular  women's  night. 

by  Wish  Leonard n 


Community  Centre 
to  hire  full-time 
director 

In  a  move  to  provide  stability  and  ensure 
continued  growth,  the  Gay  Community 
Centre  of  Saskatoon  has  initiated  pro- 
cedures to  hire  a  full  time  Executive 
Director.  It  is  expected  that  the  position 
will  be  filled  around  the  middle  of 
September  with  employment  to  com- 
mence as  soon  as  possible 

In  May  a  special  committee  was  estab- 
lished to  investigate  the  operation  ol  the 
Centre  The  committee  presented  a 
report  recommending  a  number  of  steps, 
including  the  hiring  of  a  full  time  staff,  to 
further  Ihe  aims  of  Ihe  Centre.  The  com- 
mittee fell  that  growth  was  very  depen- 
dent on  having  a  full-time  workforce  at 
the  Centre  working  on  the  many 
programs  and  activities. 

The  committee  also  made  a  number  of 
recommendabdns  for  strengthening  the 
four  areas  of  the  Centre's  work:  political 
action,  education,  counselling,  and 
social.  by  Doug  HelquW  D 

Botfy  PoHtic/5 
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Ontario 


Gays  criticize 

Rights 

Commission 

The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 
was  challenged  at  a  committee  hearing 
on  Sepiember  9  to  include  "sexual 
tabon"  in  any  Mure  revtsion  ot  the 
Ontario  Human  Righls  Code 

Speaking  on  behalf  o(  the  Cay 
Academic  Union,  John  Alan  Lee  101 
committee  thai,  although  more  and 
gays  were  making  public  their  sexual 
orientation,  the  majority  were  reluctant  to 
do  so  lor  feat  oi  discrimination  in  the 
areas  of  employment  and  housing.  Lee 
referred  specifically  lo  gay  employees  of 
Hie  Commission  who  could  no!  declare 
themselves  publicly  lest  they  jeopardize 
their  jobs.  He  chided  the  Commis- 
sion for  dragging  its  teet  in  providing  the 
proiection  lo  gays  which  other  minonties 
in  the  province  already  enjoy. 

Response  lo  the  GAU  submission  from 
(he  members  ol  the  committee  and  Ihe 
public  present  was  positive.  Committee 
chairman.  Rev.  Bruce  Mcleod,  ques- 
tioned Ihe  use  ol  the  term  "sexual  orien- 
tation", but  accepted  Ihe  general  thrusl 
Ol  the  bnet 

Bnefs  prepared  by  The  Body  Politic 
and  The  Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien  were  presented  to  a  hearing  of 
the  OHRC  on  September  16. 

Gerald  Harmon,  a  member  of  The 
Body  Politic  collective,  outlined  Ihe 
efforts  of  TBP  to  place  advertisements  in 
the  straight  press,  the  majority  ol  Ontano 
newspapers  refused  the  ads  on  Ihe  basis 
that  they  were  unacceptable  in  a  family 
newspaper  Hannon  deplored  this 
attitude  He  said  ii  "deprives  gays  ol 
contact  with  other  gay  individuals  and 
experiences  which  Is  particularfy  neces- 
sary lo  offset  Ihe  preponderance  of 
heterosexual  propaganda  earned  in  the 
straight  media" 

The  Committee  lo  Defend  John 
Damien  reaffirmed  ils  aim  to  gain  full 
reinstatement  and  vindicationior 
Damien.  who  was  dismissed  from  his 
position  with  the  Ontario  Racing 
Commission  in  February  1975.  Mary 
Axlen,  spokesperson  lor  the  Committee. 
reviewed  the  events  in  Damien  s  fight  lo 
gain  reinstatement  and  upbraided  Ihe 
Ontano  government  and  the  Oniano 
Racing  Commission  for  their  bigotry.  She 
pointed  out  lo  the  committee  hearing 
lhat,  had  the  Code  included  "sexual 
orientation",  John  Damien  would  still  be 
employed 

Damien's  case  is  still  pending  and  it  is 
unlikefy  thai  the  committee  will  make  any 
recommendation  lor  changes  tn  the 
Human  Righls  Code  until  Ihe  case  has 
run  the  gamut  ol  the  courts.  Regardless 
ol  the  outcome,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  his  case  will  affect  impending 
changes  in  human  nghts  legislation  in 
this  province. 

by  KoHh  SlyQ 


Unncouuer 


Gays  2, 
The  Sun  0 

The  Supreme  Court  of  BC  has  dis- 
missed the  appeal  of  The  Vancouver 
Sun  against  a  pro-gay  decision  of  a 
Human  Rights  Board  of  Inquiry.  The 
Court  upheld  !he  Boards  ruling  that  The 
Sun  violated  ihe  BC  Human  Rights  Code 
by  refusing  to  publish  a  classified  ad- 
vertisement lor  Gay  Tide,  newspaper  of 
Vancouver's  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE) 

In  judgement,  Mr  Justice  James 
Maodonald  lound  "no  legal  basis  for 
interfenng  wilh  the  finding'  ol  the  Board 
ol  Inquiry  that  The  Sun  did  not  have 
reasonable  cause"  for  refusing  the 
advertisement  The  Board  had  found  that 
Ihe  real  reason  behind  Ihe  policy  of  the 
njwrspaper  to  reject  gay  ads  was  not  a 
professed  concern  for  any  standard  ol 
public  decency,  but  the  bias  against 
homosexuals  and  homosexuality  on  the 
part  ol  The  Sun's  management 

(The  BC  Human  R,ghis  Code  does  noi 
explicitly  prohibit  discrimination  against 

•/Body  Politic 


National  Lesbian 
Conference 


Ottawa 

Thanksgiving  weekend  October  9, 10, 1 


Speaker 

Chris  McNaughton,  lesbian-  feminist  and  law  student 
on  Lesbians  and  the  Law' 
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Workshops: 

Lesbian  culture 

Lesbian  autonomy  -  why? 

Coming  out  1 

Coming  out  2 

Coming  out  3 

Lesbian  pride 

Lesbian  wives  and/or  mothers 

Lesbian  self-help 


Lesbians  and  the  media 

Lesbians  and  therapy 

Older  lesbians 

Younger  lesbians 

Lesbians  in  small  communities 

Francophone  lesbians 

Lesbian-feminism 


Also: 

Dance 

Coffee  house  with  entertainment 

Daycare 
Billeting 
Simultaneous  translation  (if  needed) 


Organized  by  Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON) 

Further  information  from: 

National  Lesbian  Conference 

Ottawa  Women's  Centre  821  Somerset  West 

Ottawa,  Ontario 

Phone:  (613)  233-2560  or  235-4035 


homosexuals  Certain  clauses  use  the 
formulation    reasonable  cause    as  Ihe 
only  defence  ol  discrimination   The 
inadequacies  of  the  Code  to  protect  gays 
was  demonstrated  recently  m  the  Human 
Rights  Directors  inability  lo  act  in  Ihe 
refusal  ol  a  Vancouver  businessman  to 
rent  office  space  lo  GATE  on  ihe 
grounds  ol  the  organization  s  sexual 
orientation  } 

The  Supreme  Court  judgement  was 
not  delivered  until  a  lull  month  afler  Ihe 
appeal  was  heard  Usually  it  judgement 
is  reserved,  it  ts  delivered  within  two 

Dunng  Ihe  appeal  proceedings.  The 
Sun  contended  it  had  "rational"  and 
therefore  reasonable  grounds  by  virtue  ol 
the  tact'  that  for  3.000  years 
homosexual  behavior  has  been  deemed 
offensive    and    unacceptable'  by  the 
church,  the  state,  and  the  majority  ol  the 
population 

GATE  countered  with  an  articulation  ot 
Ihe  analyses  and  policies  if  has 
developed  over  the  last  five  years 
Challenged  by  The  Sun  on  the  legality  ot 
advocating  the  abolition  ol  age-ol- 
consent  laws,  GATE  reaffirmed  tls 
position  demanding  the  righl  of  free  con- 
SanHnn,  non-coercive  sexual  relations  for 
a!\.  free  from  state  interference,  and 
defended  the  basic  right  to  press  lor 
social  and  legal  change  The  GATE 
lawyer  concluded  wilh  GATE'S  position 
lhat  the  existence  of  social  prejudice 
offers  no  excuse  for  legal  discrimination. 

This  positive  decision  signals  the  con- 
tinued success  ol  Ihe  strategy  which 
GATE  developed  for  this  case  nearly 
three  yeais  ago  GATE  continues  lo 
demand  the  explicit  inclusion  ol  the  term 
"sexual  orientation"  in  the  BC  Human 
Rights  Code 

The  Sun  has  appealed  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  to  the  BC  Court  of 
Appeal.  The  only  remaining  court  ol 
appeal  afler  thai  is  the  Supreme  Court  ol 
Canada. 

No  date  has  been  sel  for  this  hearing 
by  Bob  CookQ 


Toronto 


Star  fails  to 
block  course 

A  new  gay  studies  course  given  al 
H umber  College's  Runnymede  Neighbor- 
hood Learning  Centre  begins  on 
Seplember  29  despite  national  adverse 
publicity  generated  by  The  Toronto  Star 
"There's  sufficient  enrolment  now,"  said 
instructor  Earl  Reidy,  "it  will  go  on." 

Although  gay  studies  courses  are  not 
new  in  Toronto,  this  was  the  first  to  be 
announced  in  (he  provtncially  funded 
community  college  system  One  year  in 
the  planning,  the  course  was  designed, 
according  to  Reidy,  to  correct  popular 
misconceptions  about  homosexuality. 
Counsellors  and  others  in  service 
professions  were  likely  students  for  it 
"But  also,"  Reidy  said,  "homosexuals 
themselves  need  information  about 
themselves  other  than  what  they  get 
through  the  often  inaccurate  media." 

On  August  10  the  Star  ran  a  large 
front-page  story  headlined  "Homosexu- 
ality Taught  As  Way  ol  Life  in  Humber 
Course  -  Will  Make  it  Easier  for  Others." 
II  was  this  misleading  emphasis,  accord- 
ing to  Humber  College  President  Gordon 
Wragg,  that  "set  things  going."  Reidy 
himsell  described  the  coverage  as  "a  bil 
of  a  hatchel  job"  in  that  it  did  not  rep- 
resent his  plan  lor  the  course  but  sug- 
gested that  this  was  a  how-to  class  in 
sex  The  story  former  implied,  he  added, 
"thai  because  I  am  gay  I  could  not  leach 
objectively  bul  rather  would  use  the 
course  to  proselytize  " 

Immediately  after  this  early  edition 
appeared.  Humber's  Director  of  College 
Relations,  David  Grossman,  complained 
to  the  Starve  "Bureau  ol  Accuracy."  In 
the  next  edition  the  headline  was 
changed  bul.  as  Grossman  noted,  this 
one  was  "just  as  bad":  "Homosexuality  a 
Humber  Course  -  A  Way  ol  Life  " 
Grossman  again  complained  to  the  Star. 
and  by  the  time  of  the  small  final  edition 
the  headline  was.  in  Grossman's  judge- 
ment, "okay  " 

Bui  the  damage  had  been  accom- 
plished The  original  story  wenl  out  on 


NEWI 


ihe  Canadian  Press  wire  service  and 
was  pickeO  up.  dunng  the  week  of 
Augusi  11  lo  15,  by  newspapers  Irom  Si 
John's  lo  Vancoavef  A  number  o*  vrtn- 
oi>c  editorials  followed  in  places  such  as 
the  Town  of  Vaughan  Weekly  and 
Hamilton's  Channel  1 1 

Phonecalls  and  letters  flooded  Reidy, 
Humber.  and  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Col- 
leges and  Universities  The  bulk  of  the 
antagonism,  according  to  President 
Wragg,    came  Irom  largely  pentecostal, 
fundamental  religious  groups  "  Many 
tetters  included  tfacis,  leaves  torn  out  of 
Bibles,  or  Bibles  complete.  "I  ve  got 
enough  literature  to  open  a  pentecostal 
bookstore, "  said  Reidy.  "Anyone  want  (o 
buy  a  Bible?" 

Meanwhile,  the  Star  harped  on  Robert 
Nielsen  wrote  m  an  editorial -page  column 
on  August  1 1  that    a  known  homosenual 
can  hardly  expect  to  be  hired  as  a  mar- 
riage consultant,  or  as  a  pnvate  super- 
visor of  young  boys,"  and  thai  Humber 
was  ignoring  a  distinction  "between  toler- 

ing  homosexuality  and  ignonng  its 
practice."  Three  days  later.  Star  Senior 
Editor  Borden  Spears  wrote  about  the 
press's  "dilemma"  in  covenng  minori- 
ties such  as  gays  And  on  August  18 
another  front  page  headline  shouted 
"College  Gels  Cold  Feel  Over  Plans  to 
Teach  Homosexuality  Course " 

This  was  apparently  as  inaccurate  as 
the  earlier  stones     We  were  doing  noth- 
ing ot  the  kind."  President  Wragg  com' 
mented  later  "We  were  digging  in  our 
heels " 

The  following  day  (he  Star  ran  sot 
letters  lo  the  editor  solidly  supporting  the 
course  and  objecting  to  what  one  writer 
called  Neilsen's  "old  red  hernng  "  When, 
on  August  21.  the  paper  reported  that 
Humber  was  to  keep  the  "Course  on 
Homosexuals,"  on  the  front  page  of  the 
Metro  News  section,  it  also  ran  an  anti- 
gay  column  by  Ernest  Howse  (see 
Trash,  p  16 }. 

By  now,  letters  and  phonecalls  were 
arriving  in  support  of  the  course.  "For 
every  one  antagonistic  call  thai  had 
come  In,"  said  a  Humber  official,  "five 
came  in  lhal  were  supportive.    President 
Wragg  referred  lo  a  strong  support  letter 
Irom  Toronto  theologian  Reverend 
Gregory  Baum,  whose  stand  againsl  the 
pope's  recenl  anli-sei  pronouncement 
earned  him  a  bishop's  reprimand 

The,  course  needed  an  enrollment  of 
12  to  proceed,  and  on  September  3  the 
Star  ran  a  story  headlined   Only  Four 
Students  Enroll  in  Homosexual  Course," 
which  some  readers  look  to  be  an 
attempt  to  stigmatize  enrollees.   "Humber 
operates  in  Etobicoke  and  the  borough  ol 
York,  both  suburban  areas,"  said  Tom 
Warner,  President  ot  GATE- Toronto  and 
an  expenenced  Star-watcher  "The  Star 
knew  thai  a  constant  watch  on  enrollees, 
especially  when  local  radio  stations  such 
as  CHUM  were  picking  up  the  slory, 
mighi  intimidate  prospective  students." 
Nevertheless,  the  requirement  was  easily 
mei  and  the  course  will  take  place  as 
planned 

When  asked  if  this  pattern  ot  Star 
coverage  seemed  designed  lo  block  the 
course  -  coverage  which  Reidy,  a  former 
journalist,  called    almost  pure  sensation- 
alism" -  President  Wragg  commented: 
sure  makes  you  wonder." 

by  Michael  LynchD 


Get  the  truth  about  the  gay  experience, 
despite  the  Star,  and  -  if  you  need  ft  - 
college  credit  loo. 

Register  lor  "The  Sociology  ot 
Homosexuality"  by  phoning  Humber 
College's  Neighborhood  Learning 
Centre  at  (<J16)  676-1200.  or  by  com- 
ing to  the  First  meeting  at  Runnymede 
Collegiate,  569  Jane  Street,  Toronto, 
on  Wednesday.  September  29. 

Tuition  is  S50  for  thirteen  sessions. 


Toronto 


Ottawa  police  raid 
Toronto  bath's 
offices 

Ottawa  police  are  taking  no  chances  in 
their  case  against  the  Club  Baths  and 
the  28  men  arrested  there  last  May  on 


ms 

They  have  (ravelled  as  far  afield  as 
Toronto  to  collect  evidence  lor  use  in  (he 
upcoming  tnals  ot  these  men. 

Ottawa  police  morality  squad  officer 
Devine,  armed  with  a  search  warrant  and 
assisted  by  two  Toronto  policemen, 
raided  the  Club  Baths  in  Toronto  August 
12.  The  establishment  serves  as  head- 
quarters 'or  the  Canadian  operation  ot 
the  international  Club  Baths  chain  Police 
seized  financial  records,  letters  to  share- 
holders, photocopies  of  cancelled 
cheques  and  some  invoices,  all  ot  which 
are  presumably  related  lo  the  Ottawa 
Club  Baths  operation. 

Toronto  Club  Baths  manager  Rick 
Stenhouse  told  Gays  ot  Ottawa  (GO) 
that  the  policemen  were  particularly 
belligerent  in  their  search.  The  raid  was 
limited  to  the  office  area.  No  arrests 
were  made 

In  another  development,  GO  has 
learned  that,  although  Ottawa  police 
returned  (he  membership  lists  they  had 
confiscated  Irom  the  Club  Baths  dunng 
the  raid  in  Ottawa  last  May.  they  have 
held  on  to  a  number  ol  actual  member- 
ship cards  These  were  cards  which 
were  kept  at  the  bath  at  the  request  ot 
some  customers  who  prefer  noi  lo  carry 
their  cards  with  them. 

It  is  not  known  why  the  police  are 
keeping  these  cards. 

Four  of  the  26  accused  have  already 
pleaded  guilty  and  all  have  received 
absolute  discharges  The  other  tnals  will 
resume  In  October. 

by  David  GarmaiseQ 

Violence  at  local 
gay  bar 

Jo-Jo's,  a  popular  local  disco,  has  been 
[he  scene  ot  violence  directed  at  both 
lesbians  and  gay  men  recently 

The  Body  Politic  has  received  reports 

at        the  management  has  been  very 
unfriendly  to  its  lesbian  customers 
Women  have  been  forced  lo  leave  Ihe 
bar  'or  the  flimsiest  ot  reasons   If  they 
have  objected,  they  have  been  thrown 
down  the  stairs  or  otherwise  man- 
handled. 

One  woman,  who  fell  she  was  unjustly 
accused  ol  causing  a  disturbance, 
attempted  to  reason  with  Ihe  manager 
The  latter  refused  to  listen  and  called  the 
police  The  woman  informed  The  Body 
Politic  that  though  she  attempted  lo  go 
quietly  with  the  police  when  they  came, 
she  was  strong-armed  down  the  stairs 
and  suffered  a  dislocated  shoulder  She 
is  pressing  charges  against  the  officers 
involved. 

This  paper  has  also  received  a  report 
of  gay  men  being  attacked  by  straight 
punks  outside  of  Jo-Jo's  on  the  early 
morning  of  September  12.  The  police 
were  called,  but  by  the  lime  they  arrived 
at  leas!  two  gay  men  were  bloodied. 

Unfortunately,  the  gay  men  decided 
not  lo  press  charges  against  their 
attackers.  When  asked  by  ihe  police  it 
Ihey  wished  to  do  so,  they  said  that  (hey 
would  rather  the  whole  thing  were 
forgotten  and  offered  to  shake  hands 
with  their  assailants. 

We  have  been  unable  to  track  down 
complete  details  on  the  above  stones 
Watch  future  issues  for  any  further 
developments. 


Calgoru 


Counselling  group 
re-established 

Gay  information  and  Resources  - 
CaJgary  has  been  re-established  as  a 
functioning  organization.  Realizing  the 
need  for  a  permanent  office,  a  few 
interested  persons  with  some  support 
from  the  gay  community  have  opened  an 
information,  counselling  and  drop-in 
service 

The  office,  kxaled  a1  815-7th  Streel 
SW,  is  open  from  7  pm  to  10  pm, 
Monday  through  Saturday  The  tele- 
phone line  (264-391 1 )  operates  dunng 
the  same  hours. 

by  Rum  Pr nc hard  Z 
News  confirmed  on  page  is 


New!    New!    New! 

LES  CAVALIERS 

PIANO  BAR 

For  discriminating  gentlemen,  sybarites, 

hedonists  and  epicures.  Relaxing, 

unhurried  atmosphere.  Good  people, 

good  art,  good  food. 

Cocktail  hour  with  hors  d'oeuvres  from 

5:30  p.m.  Full  course  meals,  a  la  carte 

specialties  at  reasonable  prices. 

418  Church  Street,  south  of 
Maple  Leaf  Gardens. 

Reservations  phone  368-4085 
LES  CAVALIERS  —  WHERE  THE  ELITE  MEET 


MALE    FRIENDS    FOR    YOU 

FROM  edmonton   magog 

saint  John  brampton  brandon 
grande  prairie    downsview  ndg 

new  Westminster  summerside 
kingston  okanagan  laval  digby 
toronto     red   deer    sudbury   u.s. 


I.S.B.A. 
P.O.  Box  142 
Station   "Q* 
Toronto 
Canada 
M4T  2L9 


Androgyny/ 

Alternatives 

Bookstore 


GAY  •  FEMINIST 

LIBERTARIAN      LEFT 


MAIL  ORDER  SERVICE 
SEND  FOR  FLYER 

1217  CRESCENT 

MONTREAL,  QUEBEC 

(514)  866-2131 


Apartment  Cleaning 

weekly,  bi  weekly  or  monthly 
call  Oukt  Housekeeping  Services 

(416)961-9467 


GAY  TIDE 

SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Gay  Tide 

PO  Box  1463,  Station  A 

Vancouver,  BC 

Canada 

$2  for  6  Issues 

SS  for  6  Issues 

(supporting  subscription) 

All  papers  sent  in 

plain  wrapper. 


A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from 
cheeks,  brows,  hairline,  body,  etc.  in  private. 
Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results. 
Facials  and  massage  too. 
Telephone:  967-0095 
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4  Gay  life  and  the  liberation  struggle  in  Argentina 

"We  will  conquer  a  space 


^filled  with ;:  M" 


"I  was  taking  a  tittle  trip  to  the 
public  washroom  -  (hose  bar/clubs 
thai  the  system  offers  us  so  thai  we 
don't  have  to  do  our  business  in  the 
streets   Like  anybody  else,  I  went 
through  the  traditional  rituals  ot  making 
contact  We  played  the  inevitable  roles 
under  such  circumstances  until  sud- 
denly this  plain  clolhesman  appeared 
and  very  formally  said  we'd  better 
come  with  him  for  a  little  brotherly 
talk. 

"Once  in  the  ottice  he  invited  us  into 
the  main  room  where  the  Commis- 
sioner (they  called  him  the    bloody 
midgel")  greeted  us  in  the  best  military 
style  -lea  couple  ol  good,  techni- 
cally perfect  punches  in  my  stomach 
and  one  in  my  tnend  Aldo's  (ace  Just 
to  intimidate  us  a  little  He  asked  us 
suggestively.    Well,  what  do  you 
want?  30  days  in  La  Plata  prison,  or 
five  days  here?  Are  those  papers 
really  yours?" 

"But  Mr  Commissioner  sir,  listen 
(punchl)to  me ."  Aldo  was  bleeding 
from  his  mouth.  He  began  to  cry 
silently   He  begged  them  lor  the  sake 
of  his  mother  who  had  a  hearl  con- 
dition He'd  lose  his  job 
"Don't  cry  tuckhead!  After  all  the 
patience  we've  had  with  you,  don't 
come  whining  to  me!" 
"I  couidn  t  hold  back  anymore  Aldo's 
large  torm,  completely  humiliated,  the 
cops  all  laughing.  His  thirty-odd  years 
seemed  to  represent  the  centunes  of 
pain  and  struggle  suffered  by  my 
brothers  and  sisters,  by  our  whole 
people  I  saw  the  whole  country 
naked  in  Aldo  and  his  tears. 

"I  said  to  the  Commissioner  that  it 
was  wrong  .  they  hit  me  a  good  one 
I  kicked  the  desk  and  they  came  down 
*e  a  ton  ol  bricks.  "Queers,  shitty 
queers'  Give  him  what  he  deserves' 
Shitty  queer!"  Their  fingers  were  black 
With  ink.  'Queers,  queers,  queers1'' 
"Then  the  belts  came  out..." 

Somos  February,  1974 
Argentina  is  a  country  ot  twenty-five 
*on  people  One  third  live  in  Buenos 
Awes  Most  ol  the  rest  live  in  other  large 
urban  centres.  To  the  south  lie  the  empty 
•paces  of  the  pampas  In  contrasi  to 
much  o(  the  rest  of  South  Amenca, 
Argentina  is  highly  industnalized,  its 
"tzaris  literate  and  urbanized 
Macho  culture  reaches  a  kind  ol  high 
)«t  in  Argentina.  "Mancon"  or  "polo" 
(queer)  are  common  and  devastating 
fruurts  The  roots  ol  Argentinian 
machismo  are  drverse  and  tangled  by 
history  and  immigration  Most  Argen- 
•nrans  are  ol  southern  European  stock 
Tds  and  Italians  brought  with  them 

•/•©dy  Politic 


their  tradilions  of  lamily,  manhood  and 
honour.  The  Catholic  Church,  though  not 
as  powerful  as  in  much  ol  Latin  Amenca, 
is  especially  conservative  There  is  also 
the  wild  west'  tradition  of  the  "gaucho" 
the  cowboys  of  the  pampas 

The  last  of  Argentina's  native  peoples 
were  exterminated  in  the  late  19th 
century.  In  the  absence  ol  any 
moderating  influence,  and  in  the  isolation 
ol  the  frontier'.  European  male  chauvin- 
ism has  become  even  more  exaggerated 
and  romanticized  The  content  is  the 
same  even  if  new  interests  are  served. 
The  oppression  ol  gay  people.  That's 
the  other  side  ot  Argentina  s  romantic 
macho  culture  Nonetheless,  the  urban 
lifestyle  offers  opportunities  for  anonym- 
ous sex  impossible  in  the  closely  knit 
njra)  society  ot  most  of  the  rest  ot  the 
contjnenl.  From  under  the  crushing 
weight  ot  machismo  a  gay  subculture 
has  emerged. 

There  were  a  dozen  or  so  gay  spots  in 
Buenos  Aires  at  las!  count  That  includes 
some  that  are  more  coffee  shops  or 
comer  lunch  counters  than  bars  There 
was  one  that  allowed  dancing,  its  been 
closed  down.  Another  may  still  be 
Operating   In  the  centre  of  the  aty  some 
of  the  older  hotels  are  known  gay 
hangouts  Then  there  are  the  public 
washrooms 
The  public  washrooms  are  usually  dirty 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  >l 
Well-off  people  avoid  them  What  a 

stench! 
My  god  Shit 


However,  these  deprecated  places 
Are  ballrooms  tor  us  homosexuals. 
If  we  opened  a  place  like  ihe  hels 

have 
They'd  throw-  us  In  |ail  -  these  men 

with  clubs  and  belts 
-  Oh  there  are  some  clubs  -  twenty, 

maybe,  in  a  city  of  millions, 

bul  controlled  by  businessmen  con- 
trolled by  the  police. 
There  you  can  get  milked  like  a  cow 
and  end  up  with  21  days  in  prison 

For  many  ot  us 

The  only  place  we  can  go  for  sexual 

company 

Are  the  washrooms. 

We  sneak  in 

Shamefully 

Like  mangy  dogs 

Why? 

Our  culture  covers  up  the  smell. 

The  walls  shout  of  love  and  liberty. 

We  toss  out  the  diny  paper 

Long  live  the  washroom! 

The  urinals  are  our  salon  tables 

The  individual  toilettes  are  all  reserved. 

II  makes  you  want  to  blow  them  up. 

That's  where  we're  pushed  by  a 

society 
That  instead  of  lubricant 
Uses  puss  and  blood. 

It  the  first  Christians  (and  the  last?) 
Had  their  meetings  among  skeletons 

and  corpses, 
Why  should  we  be  ashamed 
To  meet  in  piss  and  fermented  shit? 
We  will  conquer  a  space  filled  with 

light 
and  windows 

Ceilings  of  sequins,  floors  of  crystal. 
We  don't  need  any  Constantine 
Long  live  the  stinking  washrooms' 
Some 
Already  merit  bronze  plaques. 

Rodolfo  Rivas,  Somos  1974 
The  "Taxiboys"  are  another  aspect  ol 
Argentina's  gay  culture  under  the  heel  ot 
machismo 

'We  like  women"  says  Jorge  from 
Mendoza.  He  is  22  "U  I  go  to  bed 
with  a  guy  I'm  doing  him  a  favor  But 
don't  gel  confused.  1  don't  go  around 
acting  prissy  " 

Before  I'd  do  it  tor  free  I'd  look  for 
a  chick  or  even  pay  some  whore 
8  br  9  bucks  at  a  hotel"  Hector 
19  years  old 

Oswaldo  al  18  is  a  little  more 
honest.    For  me  It's  just  a  way  to  get 
money  Sure  I  like  it  when  they  (the 
homosexuals)  come  on  to  me   If  I  treat 
them  right  and  give  them  what  they 
want  ils  only  logical  that  thev  do  the 


same  for  me." 

Somos,  1974 
The  money  that  degrades  the  female 
prostitute,  purifies  the  Taxiboy   If  he 
does  it  lor  money,  his  masculine  honor 
remains  unscathed.  The  Taxiboy'  has 
been  a  growing  phenomenon  in  Buenos 
Aires  in  the  last  few  years.  Usually 
working-class  kids,  often  from  the 
provinces  and  homeless,  uey  service 
those  upper  and  middle-class  gays  who 
are  rich  enough  to  own  cars  lor  pick-ups 
The  Taxiboys'  justily  their  homosexual 
activities  by  being  paid  lor  them 

"Razzias "  or  roundups  are  a  common 
feature  of  Gay  life  Before  he  was 
overthrown  in  the  mid-fifties,  Peron  had 
hundreds  of  gays  picked  up  from  the 
streets  of  Buenos  Aires.  He  was  in  a 
skirmish  with  Ihe  Catholic  Church  be- 
cause he  was  attempting  to  justify  the  re- 
opening ol  brothels  on  the  grounds  that  a 
shortage  ol  prostitutes  was  driving 
Argentine  men  to  sodomy. 

Argentine  law  is  based  on  the 
Napoleonic  Code.  Homosexuality  is 
theretore  not  illegal  unless  it  occurs  in 
public,  with  minors,  or  without  consent. 
But  laws  are  not  Ihe  source  of  oppres- 
sion -  only  its  instruments  The  level  ot 
police  repression  has  always  depended 
on  the  political  climate  ol  ihe  country 
Gays  are  prosecuted  by  edicts  from  the 
Chief  of  Police  which  instruct,  among 
other  things,  that  any  suspected  meeting 
of  homosexuals  "for  purposes  linked  to 
their  immorality"  be  reported  to  the 
Division  ot  Investigations"  Newspaper 
stories  illustrate  the  consequences 
Detention  ot  Homosexuals  in  a  party," 
(Noticlas  14-1-74),  "10  individuals 
detained  at  a  party,  5  dressed  as 
women".  (La  Razon  4-9-73). 

Pederasty  is  especially  singled  out  li 
is  illegal  for  a  known  'pervert'  to  be  in  the 
company  of  anyone  under  18.  Even  in 
minor  infractions  a  fine  cannot  be  substi- 
tuted lor  a  jail  sentence  -  a  common  pro- 
cedure for  other  "crimes. '* 

Police  action,  however,  is  only  the  tip 
of  the  iceberg.  Once  again  newspaper 
headlines  illustrate  the  dangers:  "Amoral 
architect  was  murdered"  (Cronies  21-12- 
72)  "Murdered  young  man  was  probably 
amoral'"  (Cronlca  5-2-73),  "Tucuman 
with  a  bullet  in  ihe  heart  -  homosexual 
pianist  murdered"  (Cronlca  25-2-73) 

In  Argentina,  gay  oppression  exists  in 
all  its  forms  -  legal  harassment,  physical 
violence  and  the  immense  psycho- 
logical pressure  ol  a  super-macho 
society 

But  Argentina  has  produced  more  than 
jusi  a  gay  subculture,  harassed  and 
closeted  anO  always  on  Ihe  margins  ot 
the  law,  It  has  also  produced  a  gay 
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iteration  movement  which,  in  its 
theoretical  development  and  us  practical 
wort,  is  an  example  lo*  trie  whole 
continent 

The  intensity  of  gay  oppression  has 
fluctuated  wiih  the  political  climate  The 
emergence  ot  the  Homosexual  Liberation 
Front  was  tightly  bound  up  with  the 
tangled  and  often  conlradtctoty  develop- 
ment of  Argentinian  politics  and  Peronism. 

Historical  Sketch 

The  late  thirties  and  forties  were  a 
time  lor  rapid  industrialization  and 
urbanization  in  Argentina  under  the 
impetus  of  the  second  world  war  The 
Working  Class  movement  found  itself  m 
a  sehous  dilemma  The  class  was 
growing  rapidly  Working  conditions  and 
wages  were  poor  and  the  potential  lor 
militancy  and  organizing  was  huge.  Vel 
the  traditional  Argentine  labor  movement 
and  the  Argentinian  Communtsl  Party 
were  unable  and  unwilling  to  take  action. 
Argentina  was  important  (or  Ihe  Allied 
war  effort  The  slogan  of  me  Com- 
munisls  was  lhai  no  Argentinian  should 
strike  Of  complain  as  long  as  his  Soviet 
brothers  were  dying  on  the  battlefields  ot 
Europe  Stnkes  and  labor  unrest  could 
hurt  the  war  effort. 

Into  this  leadership  vacuum  stepped 
Juan  Peron,  minister  ot  labor  in  a  military 
government.  He  raised  wages,  encour- 
aged the  organization  of  strong  unions 
(loyal  to  him)  and  improved  working  con- 
ditions and  social  services  He  became 
the  hero  of  the  new  working  class 

When  Ihe  other  generals  tned  to  ousi 
htm,  Ihe  "shirtless  ones"  took  10  the 
streets,  and  a  year  later.  Peton  was 
elecied  President. 

Peronism  always  represented  Ihe 
worst  and  the  best  o!  Argentinian  poli- 
tics. On  the  one  hand,  his  regime 
became  ever  more  corrupt,  repressive 
and  demagogic.  On  the  other  hand,  by 
taking  a  hard  line  with  the  big  Amencan 
corporations,  he  managed  lo  raise  Ihe 
living  standard  Of  Argentinian  working 
people  to  levels  unheard  of  in  other  parts 
ol  Latin  America. 

With  the  help  of  the  Americans  and  his 
enemies  in  the  Church,  Peron  was  finally 
overthrown  in  1955 

Peron,  with  his  working-class  powet 
base,  had  never  hesitaled  lo  slir  up 
homophobia  when  it  was  to  his 
advantage  Those  who  replaced  him  had 
a  much  more  conservative  power  base  - 
the  church  and  the  rich.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  the  persecution  ol  gays  intensified 
when  they  came  lo  power 

During  the  next  twenty  years  one 
military  government  followed  another. 
Peronism  was  outlawed,  bul  retained  its 
popularity   Dunng  this  time,  two  basic 
tendencies  emerged  within  Peronism. 
The  right  wing  contained  the  union 
bureaucrats  who  owed  their  powet  and 
prestige  lo  Peron.  The  left-wing  was  a 
radical  mass-based  movement  which 
picked  up  on  (he  populist,  a nti- imperialist 
elements  ol  Peronism  and  called  for  a 
radical  transformation  ol  Argentine 
society 

The  mass  move  men  I  and  its  guerrilla 
armies  made  each  successive  military 
government  impossible   Finally  it  was 
clear  that  without  the  participation  of  the 
Peron ists  Ihe  country  could  noi  be 
governed.  Elections  were  held  in  1973 
The  Peronisls  were  finally  allowed  lo  run 
lor  office   Hector  Campora.  a  represen- 
tative ot  Ihe  Peronisl  leH.  was  elected 
president. 

In  the  first  months  of  Campora's  presi- 
dency the  tensions  between  the  wings 
of  Peronism  became  acute.  For  the  labor 
bureaucrats,  a  return  to  Peronisl  govern- 
ment was  all  thai  was  necessary  Now 
back  in  power  they  wanted  lo  settle  back 
and  enjoy  the  spoils  ot  victory 

For  the  left  and  the  revolutionary  wing, 
the  Peronisl  govemmeni  was  only  a  first 
siep  Now  that  the  military  dictatorship 
was  overthrown  It  was  lime  lo  begin  the 
transition  lo  wards  Argentinian  socialism 

For  the  poor  and  the  oppressed  il  was 
3  period  ol  enthusiasm  and  high  expec- 
tations   It  was  not  surprising  lhai 
Argentinian  gays  as  well  saw  the 
possibilities  for  their  liberation   For  Ihe 
first  lime  in  history  gays  in  Argentina 
began  coming  out  and  organizing  on  the 
basis  ot  their  oppression  as  gays. 


The  Frente  de 
Liberacion  Homosexual 

The  major  theoretical  document  of  the 
FLH,   Sex  and  Revolution  .  reflects  the 

revolutionary  enthusiasm  ol  the  day  11  is 
an  «ryx>riani  document,  frankly  Marxist, 
and  il  addresses  itsell  both  to  gays  and 
to  the  powerful  popular  movement. 

"Sex  and  Revolution  begins  by  trying 
to  clarify  the  relations  between  the 
economic  structure  (base)  of  a  society 
and  the  ideas  or  ideologies  which  go 
along  with  it  (superstructure)  The  FLH 
distinguishes  itsell  Irom  revolutionanes 
who  would  say  that  ideas  or  ideologies 
are  merely  reflections  Of  the  economic 
base.  According  lo  this  theory,  il  the 
economic  base  changes,  people  s  ideas 
will  soon  change  automatically   Basically, 
therefore,  the  revolution  is  seen  in 
economic  terms. 

"Sex  and  Revolution",  however,  states 
that  ideologies  have  an  important  degree 
of  independence.  Not  only  do  economic 
structures  affect  ideas,  bul  ideas  affect 
economic  structures.  Therefore,  a  revo- 
lution which  concentraies  only  on 
economics  and  nol  on  changing  old 
ideas  and  ways  ot  relating  is  doomed  to 
failure  It  would  fail  precisely  because  old 
ideas,  habits  and  ways  ot  relating  would 
soon  cause  the  old  structure  ol  economic 
relationships  lo  reappear  The  revolution, 
therefore,  has  to  be  both  economic  and 
cultural. 

As  Ihe  revolutionary  movement  made 
changes  in  the  economy,  the  FLH  saw 
itsell  as  waging  a  revolution  in  terms  ol 
people's  sexual  and  interpersonal  rela- 
tionships Sexism  and  machismo  were 
ideological  pillars  o'  Argentinian  capilal- 
ism  which  had  to  be  overcome  if  Ihe 
revolution  was  not  to  lall  back 

The  lact  thai  the  FLH  allied  itself  with 
the  revolutionaries  did  nol  mean  that  the 
Argentinian  left  was  much  more 
sympathetic  to  gay  liberation  than  its 
conservative  opponents.  The  ideals  of 
traditional  Argentine  machismo  found 
some  expression  in  the  guerrilla  and  the 
super -butch  proletarian  On  a  more 
sophisticated  level,  pseudo-Marxist  justi- 
fications for  homophobia  were  commonly 
put  forward  -  e.g.  gays  are  Ihe  result  ol 
decadent  capitalism  and  gay  liberation 
part  ol  impenalisl  cultural  penetration,  or 
that  any  concern  with  sexual  matters 
was  petit  bourgeois  individualism 

The  FLH  was  constantly  engaged  in  a 
difficult  uphill  struggle  lor  acceptance 
from  its  allies  on  ihe  left,  and  constantly 
under  attack  from  its  real  enemies  on  Ihe 
righl.    Sex  and  Revolution",  therefore, 
tries  to  show  Ihe  left  why  machismo  and 
sexism  are  important  to  ihe  old  system, 
and  why  they  must  be  overcome.  The 
analysis  borrows  from  both  Mam  and 
Freud,  and  is  worth  a  bnel  summary. 

In  capitalist  society,  individuals  are 
produced  either  to  dominate  or  be 
dominated. 

All  the  roles,  values,  fears,  attitudes 
and  feelings  we  are  taught  serve  the 
purpose  Of  making  us  lit  into  the  system 
The  family  is  a  factory  designed  to 
produce  these  adapted,  distorted  in- 
dividuals  In  the  family,  the  man  domin- 
ates and  Ihe  wife  and  children  are 
dominated.  The  wile  works  hard,  for  free, 
in  the  home  and  teaches  the  children  to 
accept  the  authonly  they  will  later  find  in 
their  work  place.  And  although  capnaiism 
musl  often  incorporate  women  into  the 
labor  force,  it  has  not  changed  its  basic 
ideology-  male  domination. 

Children  are  sexual  beings.  The  family 
teaches  children  to  repress  their  sexual 
energy  and  divert  it  into  alienated  labor. 
The  only  kind  ot  acceptable  sexuality 
becomes  the  genital  sexuality  necessary 
lor  reproduction.  Everything  else  is 
declared  perverse. 

Al  times  of  cnsis  people  question 
capitalist  sexual  morals.  But,  unless  their 
dissatisfaction  is  organized,  it  can  be 
diverted  into  substi lutes,  like  pornog- 
raphy, which  still  make  a  profit  lor  capi- 
talism 

Homosexuals  are  dangerous  to  this 
system  because  we  challenge  its  so- 
called  naturalness'  There  is  nothing  in 
biology  to  indicate  thai  one  kind  o!  sex  is 
better  lhan  another  Sexuality  func- 
tions to  unite  people  in  a  multitude  ol 
creative  ways,  not  just  for  the  purposes 


ol  procreation 

No  revolution  can  be  complete  until  the 
domination  of  women  by  men  and  men 
by  other  men  is  overcome  The  docu- 
ment ends  with  a  call  for  homosexuals, 
women,  and  true  revolutionanes  lo 
question  and  struggle  against  capitalism 
on  both  Ihe  economic  and  ideological 

els. 

'Sex  and  Revolution"  does  not  provide 
Ihe  definitive  analysis  ol  gay  oppression 
under  capitalism.  But  consKlenng  when  it 
was  written  (1973),  the  FLH  showed 
useii  to  be  ideologically  in  advance  of 
many  ol  Ihe  more  experienced  gay  tell 
groups  in  North  America  and  Europe 

The  FLH  did  not  restnct  itself  lo 
developing  an  analysis  of  sexuality 
among  gay  people  A  four-page  news- 
paper entitled  '  Homosexuales    was 
pnnied  m  July  ol  1973  It  received  wide 
distribution,  and  was  sold  on  news- 
stands throughout  Buenos  Aires  and 
other  major  centres  As  well,  the  group 
distributed  it  lo  all  members  ol  parlia- 
ment as  part  of  a  plan  to  buttonhole  and 
petition  legislators  to  demand  changes  in 
repressive  laws.  Copies  were  sent  to  all 
the  nation's  police  stations, 

The  paper  focused  on  anli -homosexual 
laws  and  discnmmation  in  ihe  courts.  As 
well,  an  open  letter  to  all  homosexuals 
urged  Ihem  to   liberate  Ihemselves  as 
part  ot  the  struggle  against  the  social, 
cultural  and  economic  syslem  that 
oppresses  us  "  The  from  page  featured 
the  now  famous  letter  by  Huey  Newton, 
head  ol  Ihe  US  Black  Panlher  Party,  in 
which  he  gives  his  support  lo  ihe 
women's  and  gay  liberation  movements. 
The  topic  ol  Gay  Liberation  was 
suddenly  thrust  into  the  limelight  in  one 
ol  the  most  homophobic  countries  in  the 

Somos  means  "We  are",  and  it  was 
the  title  of  Argentina  s  first  gay  liber- 
ation magazine  Six  issues  were  pub- 
lished Although  the  quality  ol  pnnting  left 
much  to  be  desired,  it  was  a  great  break- 
through for  Argentinian  gays  It  contained 
news  about  gay  slruggles  around  the 
world,  articles  on  ihe  problems  and 
politics  ot  gay  life  in  Argentina. 
declarations  of  Ihe  FLH.  drawings, 
stones  and  poetry.  Il  was  through 
Somos  that  Ihe  world  first  learned  ot  the 
Pinochet  massacre  ol  gays  in  Santiago 
which  followed  the  Chilean  coup  d'etat  of 
1973, 

At  lis  height,  the  FLH  consisted  of 
more  than  200  militants  in  vanous  'cells' 
across  the  country.  It  seems  lo  be 
basically  male  oriented  Although  in  its 
analysis  Ihe  FLH  places  great 
importance  on  women's  oppression  and 
its  links  lo  Ihe  oppression  of  gay  men. 
there  is  scarcely  any  mention  of 
lesbianism  and  lesbian  problems.  It  is 
still  unclear  if  independent  lesbian 
organizations  exisl  (or  once  did),  or 
whether  lesbians  participate  m  any  real 
way  in  FLH  cells. 

Larger  issues  in  Argentinian  politics 
became  a  deciding  factor  in  the  future  of 
the  organization.  The  righl  wing  of 
Peronism  regained  power.  Campora  was 
forced  out.  Righl  wing  terronst  squads 
began  their  campaign  ol  murder  and 
intimidation. 

Peron  himself  returned  from  exile  in 
Spain  and  after  new  elections  assumed 
ihe  presidency  The  old  man  tned  lo 
unite  his  warring  party  by  playing  off  both 
sides  against  the  middle.  But  the  class 
struggle  had  reached  a  cnsis  pom  I  thai 
nol  even  Peron  could  control 

Peron  -  old.  weary,  the  country 
Slipping  from  his  grasp  -  died  in  July 
1974.  His  wife  Isabel  became  president 
She  was  soon  completely  manipulated 
by  the  nght  wing  Her  Minlsier  of  Social  - 
Welfare  was  Lopez  Rega.  a  reactionary 
mystic,  a  kind  of  South  American 
Rasputin.  He  became  increasingly 
powerful,  and  the  FLH  became  one  ol 
the  large ts  ol  the  campaign  ot  repression 
he  helped  orchestrate  "El  Caudillo*,  the 
official  organ  ol  his  ministry,  called  lor 
the  extermination  ol  ail  homosexuals  and 
ol  the  FLH  "We  have  to  get  nd  ol  the 
homosexuals  We  ought  to  form  Vigilante 
Squads  who  will  go  oui  and  comb  the 
streets  and  catch  these  creatures  .  We 
have  lo  get  nd  ol  the  homosexuals  Lock 
them  up  or  kill  them     In  rabid  homo- 
phobic language  such  as  this  it  linked  the 


FLH  lo  a  communis  I  plot  to  undermine 
Ihe  country 

The  strategy  was  clear  link  Ihe  left 
and  the  labor  movement  wilh  homo- 
sexuality, and  whip  up  anti-homosexual 
hystena  as  a  means  of  combatting  pro- 
gressive forces  The  analysis  ol  the  FLH 
was  tragically  confirmed  Sexism  was 
being  used  as  a  weapon  lo  attack  the 
revolutionary  movement. 

The  Church  got  into  the  picture  The 
Archbishop  of  Sania  Fe,  a  leading  con- 
servative, mentioned  the  FLH  by  name  T 
radio  broadcasts,  and  called  them  one  ol 
the  leading  promoters  of  communism 
and  national  dissolution. 

Violence  increased  -  ihe  nght  and  left 
locked  in  battle  Popular  pressure  forced 
Lopez  Rega  to  flee  to  Spain,  and  the 
govemmeni  of  Isabel  Peron  became 
more  and  more  shaky  and  less  and  less 
able  lo  protect  Ihe  interests  of  capital  8y 
March  1S76  the  system  was  close  lo 
collapse  The  army  look  control  . 

Like  all  ol  Argentina's  past  military 
governments,  this  one  represented  the 
conservative  interests  ol  the  rich  and  Ihe 
powerful  Political  groups  are  banned, 
strikes  prohibited,  etc. 

Publishing,  or  even  possession  of 
political  material  can  lead  lo  15  years 
imprisonment.  The  military  govemmeni 
and  Ihe  continued  tenons t  activities  ol 
the  An li- Communis!  Alliance  has  lorced 
the  FLH  completely  underground 

Cells  continue  to  operate  There  are 
about  fifty  members  in  Buenos  Aires,  but 
their  activity  is  severely  limited  by  the 
harsh  conditions  At  least  one  ol  their 
leading  members  has  been  arrested 

Il  is  a  difficult  time  tor  Argentina  s  gay 
people,  It  is  a  difficult  lime  lor  all  pro- 
gressive people  in  Argentina  The  mili- 
tants ot  Ihe  FLH  must  presently  bear  this 
double  burden.  If  Ihe  FLH  succeeds  m 
adapting  (o  underground  existence  il  will 
be  the  first  gay  liberation  group  thai  has 
been  successful  in  doing  so.  Once  again, 
it  will  be  breaking  ground  lor  the  gay 
movement 

In  one  ol  the  last  legal  issues  ol 
Somos.  the  FLH  published  a  declaration 
which  analysed  ihe  growing  repression 
and  reiterated  their  determination  to 
slruggle. 

The  terror  is  coming  from  above.  Il  is 
Pinochet's  massacre  in  installments 
We  shouldn't  be  surprised.  Violence  is 
a  constitutive  element  of  ihe  capital i si 
regime  under  which  we  live.  Homo- 
sexuals know  whal  this  means  In 
spite  of  the  formal  liberties  which  this 
or  that  government  declares,  we  are 
constantly  attacked  and  persecuted 
lor  Ihe  simple  fact  that  we  love. 

When  this  violence  ol  a  social  sys- 
tem based  on  domination  is  hidden,  il 
means  the  system  is  functioning  well. 
Most  people  are  controlled  so  well  thai 
they  think  they  are  acting  voluntarily. 
Bul  when  the  system  suffers  abuses, 
as  it  is  at  the  present  moment,  the 
stale  reveals  its  true  character  quite 
openly   It  is  a  repressive  organization 
which  imposes  order  Ihrough  crime; 
torture,  raids,  deleniions,  martial  law; 
and  that  prohibits  slrikes  and  political 
expression,  etc 

We  homosexuals  live  in  the  heart  ol 
the  situation  Political  repression  cor- 
responds lo  an  increase  m  sexual  re- 
pression. Daily  the  roundups  and  de- 
tentions of  gays  are  intensifying,  Police 
violence  and  general  anli -gay  violence 
is  getting  worse  Homosexuality  is  sub- 
version in  this  syslem  (and  in  any 
other  system  based  on  repression,  no 
matter  how  revolutionary  it  claims  to 
be).  We  know  as  gays  we  have  noth- 
ing in  common  with  the  order  which  Is 
being  imposed  ihrough  extermination. 
Our  interests  definitely  lie  m  ihe  other 
camp,  with  those  who  are  struggling 
against  every  kind  of  oppression  ol  men 
and  of  women  by  men,  wflh  Ihose  who 
are  fighting  for  love  and  a  free  life  in  a 
liberated  society 

Somos.  I  97  a  a 

Tim  McCaskell,  (he  author  ol  this 
articlB,  received  much  ol  Ihe  infor- 
mation trorn  Canadian  poet  £,A 
Lacey  who  has  travelled  extensively 
in  Argentina        McCaskell  translated 
the  material  used  in  this   article, 
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Some  pulp 
Sappho 

by  Fran  Koski  and  Maida  Tilchen 


What  am  I  (hen,  some  pulp  Sappho? 
The  library  ot  cheap  paperback  Lesbian 
affairs  lull  of  sentiment  I  hoarded  once 
because  they  were  the  onty  books  where 
one  women  kissed  another,  touched  her, 
transported  to  read  finally  in  a  book 
what  had  been  the  dearest  pert  of  my 
experience  recognized  at  last  in  print. 
Kept  them  hidden  In  a  drawer  so  visitors 
would  never  spy  me  out.  Afraid  the 
sublet  might  find  them,  I  burned  them... 
Really  I  was  ashamed  of  them  as 
writing,  the  treacle  of  their  fantasy,  the 
cliche  of  their  predicament,  heartbroken 
butch  murders  her  dog,  etc.  The  only 
blooms  in  the  desert,  they  were  also 
books  about  grotesques. 

(Kate  Millett,  Flying,  N.Y  ;  Ballanime 
Books.  1974.  p.  202) 

We  colled  dyke  books.  Mo,  we  don't 
mean  the  new  lesbian -feminist  ones 
fresh  oft  today's  woman's  presses.  Until 
Just  recently,  writers  on  lesbian  subjects 
had  no  alternative  -  like  Daughters,  Inc. 

-  to  the  male-dominated  publishing 
houses.  During  the  1950s  and  60's, 
hundreds  of  lesbian  novels  were 
published  -  many  as  paperback  originals 

-  by  companies  like  Fawcett-Crest, 
Midwood  Tower,  Beacon-Signal,  and 
McFadden  Bartell.  Their  packaging  inclu- 
ded lurid  covers  ot  pornographic  appeal, 
beanng  blurbs  like  "A  Twilight  Sin:  Tonl 
hid  the  truth  ot  her  physical  craving 
under  the  surface  of  an  attractive  mar- 
riage and  a  successful  career  It  took  a 
totally  immoral  and  oversexed  young 
actress  to  bring  the  truth  into  the  open 
(Rhoda  Peterson.  A  Twilight  Sin.  NY 
Midwood  Tower,  t965,  back  cover.)  It  is 
this  exploitive  packaging  (which  may  or 
may  nol  have  anything  10  do  with  the 
conients  ot  the  book)  that  seems  lo  be 
Ihe  reason  many  lesbians  avert  Iheir 
eyes  from  our  collection,  for  puritanical 
or  political  reasons.  They  don't  know 
whal  they  are  missing  We  ve  acquired 
and  read  over  200  pulp  novels  in  the 
past  year  and  feel  like  we've  unearthed  a 
fascinating  heritage  -  a  recent  henlage 
which,  m  this  era  of  Gay  Liberation,  <s 
already  being  Forgotten  or  deliberately 
boned 

Bony  Politic /October 


It's  true  that  there  is  much  for  today's 
lesbian  feminist  to  object  to  in  these 
books.  You  have  to  wade  through  stereo- 
types {seductive  bitch,  violent  butch)  tor 
the  rare  and  memorable  strong  woman. 
Then  there  are  the  unimaginative  plots 
whose  narrow  scope  restricts  the  lesbian 
to  an  ingrown  isolated  society:  as  likely 
as  not.  Ira  gay  Greenwich  Village  in  the 
1950s,  or  the  bored  suburbs  of  the  same 
era. 

There's  also  the  issue  of  male  author- 
ship, editing,  and  control.  Though  many 
o(  the  author's  names  are  unisex 
pseudonyms,  it's  not  hard  to  guess  when 
a  pulp  novel  was  probably  written  by  a 
man  for  the  titration  of  men.  Valerie 
Taylor,  a  (female)  writer  of  several 
famous  lesbian  "pulps"  and  a  speaker  at 
the  1974  Lesbian  Wnter's  Conference  in 
Chicago,  tells  of  a  man  named  Paul  Little 
who  claims  to  have  written  over  500 
such  novels  under  the  name  of  Sylvia 
Sharon.  A  publisher's  machismo.  Ms. 
Taylor  says,  was  often  satisfied  by 
"happy"  (i.e.,  heterosexual)  endings; 
hence  the  proliferation  of  the  drlettante- 
dyke-retums-to-her- husband  plot.  It  also 
seems  to  us  that  some  of  Ihe  novels 
intended  by  the  author  to  end  In  fulfill- 
ment for  the  lesbian  protagonist  have 
been  changed  by  the  (male)  editor  to 
"punish"  lesbians  and  teach  that  per- 
versity doesn't  pay  And  we  suspect  that 
some  basically  fine  novels  of         lesbian 
love  have  been  routinely  injected  with 
voyeuristic  sex  scenes  lor  sal  ability,  e.g.. 
Chris  seems  to  have  sex  scenes  written 
in  two  different  styles  (Randy  Salem, 
Chris,  NY   Universal  Publishing  and  Dis- 
tributing, 1959)  -  though  Gene  Damon, 
an  expert  on  this  subject,  maintains  that 
it's  usually  poor  writers,  and  not  the 
editors,  that  make  a  trashy  lesbian  novel 
trashy 

Most  disturbing,  Ihe  lesbians  in  many 
of  the  pulps  hale  themselves,  or  think 
they  should  They've  internalized  the 
homosexuality- as- sickness  attitude  of 
their  time,  and  are  forever  coming  up 
with  explanations,  such  as  "Daddy 
always  warned  a  boy",  (in  Beebo 
Brinker,  by  Ann  Bannon)  and,  alas, 
sometimes  even  cures,  like  "a  real  man 


to  love"  (as  In  The  Strange  Young  Wife 
by  Kel  Holland). 

In  the  '50s  the  enemy  was  one's  own 
"abnormality "  and  the  recourse  was  selt- 
destruction.  alcoholism,  suicide  and 
violence  are  rife  in  these  books.  Because 
their  creators  had  no  political  vision,  the 
lesbian  characters  are  given  none.  The 
fact  thai  lesbians  are  oppressed,  thai 
lesbians  have  the  right  to  be  themselves, 
that  they  deserve  -  as  much  as  any 
other  group  -  the  rewards  of  this  society 
or  Ihe  chance  to  build  a  better  one,  are 
beyond  the  imagination  of  a  character 
who  says  "I'm  a  genuine  lesbian,  truly 
twisted,  and  I  know  it...  oh  God,  why  am 
I  a  lesbian?"  (Ann  Herbert,  Summer 
Camp,  NY:  Softcover  Library.  1966,  p. 
102).  By  the  1970's,  lesbians  have 
exchanged  armchair  psychology  (or 
political  analysis;  the  enemy  is  now 
located  outside  the  self,  located  In  the 
oppressive  society,  and  the  recourse  is 
positive  political  action.  In  Small 
Changes  a  lesbian  says, 
"What's  best  for  us  is  not  to  let  them  use 
the  courts  to  lerronze  us.  I  believe  in  a 
separate  women's  movement  so  we  can 
be  in  control  of  our  own  destiny  and  our 
own  struggle." 

(Marge  Piercy.  Small  Changes, 
Greenwich,  CT   Fawcett  Crest,  1972, 
p.  493). 
Books  like  Small  Changes,  The  Cook 
and  the  Carpenter,  and  Rlverfinger 
Women,  in  which  lesbian  feminists 
create  aflemative  societies  or  fight  the 
existing  one,  are  of  course  more  incisive 
and  visionary  than  the  *50's  and  60s 
"pulps".  They  orient  us  toward  struc- 
turalist critiques  ol  Ihe  society  that  keeps 
us  down,  and  they  show  us  what  we  can 
be.  But  the  pulps  show  us  where  we 
were,  at  least  as  far  as  liierature  reflects 
life.  The  historical  accuracy  and  objective 
presentation  of  past  lifestyles  is  always 
uncertain  in  fiction   We've  unsuccessfully 
searched  lor.  and  someday  hope  to  see. 
an  opinion  (by  a  lesbian  who  lived  in  the 
era  and  milieu)  on  ihe  accuracy  o!  the 
pulp  presentation  ol  gay  life  Lacking 
confirmation,  we  try  not  to  take  ihe 
books  al  their  literal  word  about  the  past, 


|though  they  contain  enough  c 
elements  and  descriptions  (of  gay 
Greenwich  Village  in  the  50s,  for 
instance)  for  us  to  consider  them  fairly 
accurate.  Bui  we  don't  expect  them  to  be 
more  accurate  than  any  other  fiction. 

Within  Iheir  narrow  scope,  these  books 
have  much  lo  offer.  We  like  the  strong 
lesbian  characters  in  some  ol  them. 
Trapped  though  they  may  be  in  closely 
roles  or  preposterous  plots,  some  never- 
theless emerge  as  colorful,  admirable, 
woman- identified  women.  The  milieux, 
often  the  big  city  butch-lemme  bar  scene 
of  the  50s  and  60s,  revive  for  us 
through  the  filler  of  fiction  -  a  culture 
we've  never  experienced,  we  who  came 
out  in  the  70s.  Universal  lesbian  rites  of 
passage  like  coming  out  or  connecting 
with  your  first  lesbian  crowd  are  often 
lord  In  sensitive  ways.  Finally,  we  turn  to 
the  "pulps"  for  pure  escape.  Lesbian 
characters  may  live  on  a  houseboat, 
have  an  affair  with  a  movie  star,  or  In- 
habit Ihe  hermetically  sealed  world  of  an 
all  girls'  school. 

The  Bars  and  Butches 

,    Differences  in  style  aside,  we  as  his- 
tory-seekers feel  that  there  are  no  "bad'' 
as  opposed  to  "good"  lesbian  pulp 
novels  ol  the  SO's  and  60s;  though  we 
have  our  favorites,  all  are  revealing  or 
interesting  in  some  way.  Even  the  trashi- 
est ones  -  nol  necessarily  the  ones  with 
the  most  graphic  sex  bul  the  ones  thai 
present  lesbians  as  disgusting  or  un- 
natural creatures  (not  always  written  by 
men:  see  Sheila  Donlsthorpe  or  Ann 
AJdrich)  -  are  fascinating  documents  tor 
a  lesbian  truly  interested  in  our  history, 
For  these  books  shaped  and  also  reflect 
the  1950s  and  60s  societal  stereo- 
types ol  the  lesbian,  many  of  which  sur- 
vive today.  If  to  become  a  revolution  a 
movement  must  change  every  ones 
consciousness,  then  it  is  important  for 
polrtical-and  change-oriented  dykes  lo 
be  aware  ol  the  progression,  or  tack 
thereof,  in  public  attitudes  towards  les- 
bianism Familiarity  with  the  "pulps"  can 
enrich  such  a  study 
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What's  In  "Our  Image"? 

As  gay  people,  we  see  ourselves 
being  portrayed  by  our  culture  in  innun 
erable  ways  and  in  various  media  and 
torms  The  books  by  us  and  about  us 
proliferate,  they  need  lo  be  reviewed  and 
analysed   The  traditional  forms  ot  'high 
culture'  -  art,  music,  dance.  Ihealre  -  ar 
beginning  lo  irtcorporaie  gay  themes  or 
characters,  with  varying  degrees  of 
success.  We  should  be  assessing  what 
they  do  The  mass  media  -  ihe  daily 
press,  television,  radio  -  reach  millions  It 
is  crucial  thai  we  monitor  Ihe  coverage 
homosexuals  receive  there  Gay  people 
are  attempting  lo  uncover  our  lost  history 
and  we  want  to  share  some  oi  that 
with  our  readers 
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For  lesbians  coming  out  in  the  70s. 
the  old  gay  bar  scene  and  [he  butch- 
femme  role  scene  may  be  totally  alien.  If 
m  the  1970  s  we  want  to  forget  the  bars 
and  the  butches,  then  we  are  white- 
washing our  history  as  oppressively  as 
the  straights  have  rewritten  it  lor  us  We 
were  curious  about  the  recent  past,  and 
we  found  only  the  books  of  me  50s  and 
60s  to  explain  it  to  us.  When  more 
lesbian  groups  see  the  mportance  of  un- 
earthing and  examining  our  entire  lesbian 
heritage,  hopefully  this  heniage  will  be- 
come more  readily  available  to  today's 
lesbian 

Often  Ihe  setting  of  50s  and  60s 
books  includes  a  gay  bar.  The  author's 
description  ol  the  bar  can  be  part  of  the 
plol  and  theme  of  the  book   In  Beebo 
Brinks'  Ann  Bannon  lets  Beebo  find  gay 
life  a  valid  lifestyle  for  herself,  so  the  bar 
scene  is  presented  positively. 

It  was  almost  one  in  the  morning  when 
they  left  the  co-ed  bar  and  Jack  asked 
if  she  was  game  'or  one  more   "This 
one  is  just  lor  lesbians"  he  said  She 
nodded,  and  a  tew  minutes  later  they 
were  being  admitted  lo  a  basement  bar 
saturated  with  pink  light,  panelled  with 
minors,  and  lilled  with  girls,  more  gin's, 
more  sizes,  types  and  ages  than 
Beebo  had  ever  seen  collected  in  one 
place.  The  place  was  called  the 
Colophon  and  it  was  decorated  with 
(he  emblems  ol  vanous  famous 
publishing  houses. 

(Ann  Bannon.  Beebo  Br  inker. 
Greenwich,  CT  Gold  Medal  Books, 
1962,  p.  40) 
In  Valene  Taylor's  Whisper  Their  Love, 
the  protagonist  decides  to  go  back  to 
men  after  seeing  the  ugliness  of  a  gay 
bar* 
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The  place.  Club  Marie,  was  a  let-down 
It  looked  like  a  dozen  cheap  pints 
she'd  walked  past,  quickening  her 
step,  and  turning  her  lace  away  trom 
the  smell  ol  stale  beer,  ihe  bursts  of 
laughter,  the  seamy-laced  little  old 
man  on  the  doorstep.  Only  this  one 
was  bnghlly  lighted.  There  were  thin 
fluorescent  tubes  in  the  ceiling,  paral- 
lel rows  ol  them  picking  out  glitters  on 
the  bottles  and  showing  up  the  spills 
and  dirt  on  the  bartender  s  apron  and 
the  gummy  places  on  the  tables 
(Valerie  Taylor,  Whisper  Their  Love, 
Greenwich,  CT:  Gold  Medal  Books, 
157.  p  123). 
Fixtures  in  all  bar  scenes  include  the 
bar  butch   In  Whisper  Their  Love  one 
bar  butch  explains  herself: 
She  was  nineteen.  Bobbie  said,  and 
had  lived  on  a  farm  in  southeastern 
Missouri  until  her  folks  died,  a  couple 
ol  years  ago    I  always  liked  lo  work 
in  the  fields,  and  fool  a/ound  with 
animals  and  stuff  Pa  always  said  I 
was  the  besi  hired  man  he  had."  She 
had  never  had  a  date  when  she  was  in 
school,  never  thought  about  boys 

It  was  while  she  was  living  with 
Karia  that  she  decided  to  change  over 
to  mens  clothes.  She  went  to  a  mans 
barber  shop  and  got  her  hair  cut. 
"Real  short,  you  know,  he  like  lo 
scalped  me.  Now  I  like  this  here  D_A. 
better,  it's  got  more  style,  I  always 
wanted  to  be  a  boy  from  ihe  time 
I  was  little.  Boys  get  all  Ihe  breaks...*' 
Anitra  asked,    Didn't  you  ever  go  to 
bed  with  a  man?"  "Sure,  I'll  try  any- 
thing once.  Didn'i  mean  a  thing  to 
me."  Bobbie  said  proudly  "II  you're  a 
real  butch  you  don't  gel  hot  lor  men. 
Onfy  sometimes  they're  okay  to  have 
around  lor  buddies,  like  doc  here.  I 
could  go  for  him  in  a  stnctly  platonic 
way.  Not  lor  tovin'  though  -uh-huh." 
(Valene  Taylor.  Whisper  Their  Love, 
pp.  125-127). 

Strong  Lesbian 
Characters 

Perhaps  the  greatest  attraction  these 
books  hold  for  us  is  the  lesbian  charac- 
ter Vicki  Lennox  in  Dallas  Mayo  s  Silky 
(NY:  Midwood  Tower.  1961)  is  one  ol 
many  such  women  A  professional 
photographer  on  the  staff  of  Glimpse 
magazine,  Vicki  is  self-made  and  suc- 
cessful  (  Glimpse's  drculation  increas- 


ed with  every  picture  layout  she  did.  and 
within  recent  years  the  judges  of  vanous 
contests  had  paid  her  full  measure  ol 
tribute ."  p.  32)  Almost  entirety  indepen- 
dent ol  men.  strong  and  seasoned.  Vicki 
is  nevertheless  noi  a  stereotypical  butch 
For  all  her  customary  masculine  adap- 
tation to  hard  work  and  her  customary 
attire  ol  tailored  slacks,  in  appearance 
she  was  not  an  unfeminme  lemale  . 
There  was  a  slim  shapeliness  to  Vicki 
thai  was  extremely  fetching  (pp 
33-34) 

Vicki  initiates  Silky  into  lesbianism  in  a 
kind  and  loving  way.  after  Silky  has 
thrown  herself  at  her  By  the  end  of  Ihe 
novel  Vicki  has  a  fulfilling  and  stable 
relationship  with  Julie,  a  night-dub  singer 
who.  though  she  is  Vicki's  lemme  (Julie 
[was]  completely  leminine.  while  Vicki 
emphasized,    mannish  ways",  p.  134)  is 
also  her  equal  as  a  sell-supporting 
career  woman.  Vicki  Lennox  is  a  good 
example  ol  the  independent,  positively 
drawn  lesbian  character  leading  a 
rewarding  life.  II  is  interesting  to  note 
that  such  good  lesbian  role  models  can 
be  found  m  the  works  ol  authors  like 
Dallas  Mayo,  whose  generally  lewd 
novels  one  might  be  inclined  to  dismiss 
wholesale. 

A  notable  paperback  fictional  lesbian  is 
Leo  (Leonora)  Lane  in  Mary  Renault's 
exqursite  novel  The  Middle  Mist  (NY 
Avon  Books.  1945).  Leo  leaves  the 
stenle  respectability  ol  her  parent's  home 
for  Irle  on  a  houseboat  with  her  lover, 
Helen.  Quiet,  capable,  analytical,  lanky 
and  androgynous,  Leo  supports  hersetl 
by  wnting  cowboy  novels.  A  complex  and 
delicately  drawn  character,  Leo  is  strong 
not  only  in  her  independence  but  also  in 
that  she  is  brave  enough  to  question 
hersell,  face  her  own  fears,  and 
ultimately  change  her  life  at  the  cost  ol 
great  pain.  If  the  ending  of  The  Middle 
Mist  is  ambiguous  al  best  and  anti- 
lestxan  at  worst,  Leo  nevertheless 
emerges  as  a  marvelous  and  unforget- 
table lesbian  character. 


Rites  of  Passage 


Art  is  supposed  to  be  about  recog- 
nizing one's  self  In  a  universal  experi- 
ence. There  are  experiences  which,  by 
their  very  nature,  all  lesbians  share  and 
only  lesbians  can  experience.  These 
include  a  woman's  making  lesbian  love 
with  a  woman  for  the  fir-si  time,  admitting 
and  seeing  one's  self  as  gay,  and  fitting 
in  with  a  dyke  crowd.  <n  the  novels  ol  the 
'50s  and  '60s  we  have  found  many 
beautiful  descriptions  of  these  universally 
shared  events   In  the  straight  world, 
shared  events  are  often  validated  and 
ntualized  by  ceremonies  like  weddings  or 
club  initiations.  For  lesbians,  there  are  no 
ceremonies.  Only  through  art  can  we 
share  our  experiences 
Her  smooth  belly  rounded  when  sbe 
inhaled,  hollowed  as  she  exhaled,  Her 
thighs  looked  sleek  as  marble  and  at 
the  same  lime  soft  as  a  cloud.  There 
was  a  small  vein  in  her  creamy  throat 
which  beat  with  the  rhythm  of  her 
heart 

I  slid  onto  the  bed  next  to  her.  My 
hands  touched  her  belly,  (hen  came 
seeking  upward  toward  a  breast 

"Penny " 
My  hands  stopped,  "What.  Berntce?'* 
"Mark,"  she  said.  "He  called  you  a 
lesbian." 
I  said  nothing 

"Penny  -  isn  t  a  lesbian  a  girl  who 
likes  other  girts''" 
"Yes."  I  said... 

"So  -  "  I  could  feel  her  body  breathing 
beneath  my  palm  -  "if  she  wants  to 
have  sex,  she  must  have  it  with 
another  woman.  Is  that  correct?" 

"Yes" 
"And  if  she  wants  to  love  somebody  - 
wants  somebody  to  love  her  -"  The 
breathing  became  more  rapid  -  "then 
that  somebody  must  also  be  a  woman. 
Is  that  what  a  lesbian  is'" 

"Yes,''  I  said. 
She  shifted  her  shoulders,  inched  her 
body  down  the  sheets,  and  suddenly 
a  warm,  soft  breast  had  been  de- 
livered into  my  hand. 

"Then  I'm  a  lesbian,"  she  said 
Simply 


We  fell  together  and  speni  the  rest  of 
the  night  proving  It. 

(Jesse  Dumont.  I  Prefer  Girts, 
Derby,  CT  Monarch  Books.  1963.  p  95  ,) 
The  other  bars  had  been  all  male  or 
mixed.  In  this  ono.  Jack  Mann  and  the 
two  bartenders     were  the  only  men 
in  a  big  room  solidly  packed  with 
women.  It  excited  Beebo  intensely  - 
all  that  lemininity  She  was  silent, 
studying  the  girls  at  the  table     When 
she  shook  hands  with  them,  a  new 
feeimg  gripped  her   For  the  firsl  time  in 
her  Hie  she  was  proud  ol  her  size, 
proud  of  her  strength,  even  proud  ol 
her  oddly  boyish  face.  She  could  see 
interest,  even  admiration  on  the  faces 
of  many  ol  the  girls  She  was  not  used 
to  that  kind  of  reaction  in  people,  and 
it  exhilarated  her  But  she  didn't  talk 
much,  only  answering  direct  questions 
when  she  had  to;  smiling  at  them 
when  they  smiled  at  her,  looking 
away  in  confusion  when  one  or 
another  tried  lo  stare  her  down 

.  .The  floor  was  lammed  with  a  mass 
of  couples,  a  mass  of  girls  dancing 
There  was  no  shame,  no  shock,  no 
self-consciousness  about  it  at  all  They 
were  enjoying  themselves  They  were 
having  lun  in  the  most  natural  way 
imaginable.  They  were  all  in  love,  or 
so  it  seemed.  They  were  -  what  had 
Jack  called  it?  -  gay 

Beebo  watched  Ihem  lor  less  than  a 
minute,  all  told;  but  a  minule  that  was 
transfixed  like  a  living  picture  in  her 
mind  lor  ihe  rest  of  her  life  She  was 
startled  by  it,  afraid  ol  it.  And  yet 
so  passionately  moved  that  she  caughi 
her  breath  and  held  il  till  her  heart  be- 
gan to  pound  in  protest.  Her  fists 
closed  hard  with  the  nails  biting  into 
her  palms  and  she  was  obsessed 
momentarily  by  the  desire  to  grab  ihe 
girt  nearest  her  and  kiss  her 

(Ann  Bannon,  Beebo  Brinker, 
pp.  41  -12) 
Jean  looked  about  them,  A  group  of 
girls  had  entered,  most  of  them  in 
pairs.  They  seemed  to  be  tourists  - 
but  tourists  with  a  difference.  They 
were  all  women,  and  obviously 
Lesbians.  Several  of  them  were  very 
attractive.  One  blonde  girl  had  the  face 
of  an  eagle,  with  an  aquiline  nose  and 
high  cheekbones,  her  curly  hair  short- 
crapped  against  her  head  Joan's 
arms  and  legs  grew  cokJ  with  desire. 
She  did  nol  understand  her  feelings, 
but  they  were  so  intense  she  wanted 
to  faint.  She  felt,  somehow,  thai  she 
should  be  honest,  that  she  shouldn't 
hide  anymore,  that  she  should  some- 
how try  to  join  the  women  who  were 
lo  her  so  compelllngly  beautiful  -  the 
Lesbians. 

(Artemis  Smith,  The  Third  Sex,  NY 
Soltcover  Library,  1969,  p.  13) 
These  scenes  and  Ihe  many  more 
they  exemplify  feel  good  to  us.  They 
record  rites,  necessary  "firsts",  we've  all 
been  through,  validating  and  enriching 
our  common  and  individual  experience. 
We  feel,  as  Kate  Millet  wrote,  "trans- 
ported to  read  finally  in  a  book  what  had 
been  the  dearest  part  of  (our)  experi- 
ence." That  these  passages  predate  the 
existence  ot  women's  presses  and  are 
often  found  between  unprepossessing  or 
lund  paperback  covers  makes  them  all 
the  mora  precious  to  us.  They  are  found 
passages  about  fictional  lost  women. 

How  we  get  the  books 

We've  collected  about  200  of  these 
books  this  year.  Almost  none  of  them  is 
still  in  print.  We  gol  our  copies  at  used 
paperback  bookstores  Finding  books  Is 
like  finding  treasure,  which  is  why  it's 
fun.  You  look  through  thousands  ol  books 
and  find  maybe  ten  you'll  buy  -  but  then 
you  can  have  a  great  time  reading  those 
ten.  Pnces  are  low  loo  -  our  collection 
cost  an  average  of  $50  per  book 

For  collecting,  we  recommend  the  fan- 
tastic bibliography  The  Lesbian  In 
Literature  by  Gene  Damon  and  Lee 
Stuan  With  it  you  can  know  quickly  If 
you  have  a  relevant  book  or  nol  -  very 
tew  books  have  the  word  "lesbian"  in  the 
title  The  inclusion  of  lesbian  subplots  or 
characters  is  often  nol  indicated  by  the 
title  or  cover  blurbs,  so  this  incredibly 


complete  t>'Wog'3phy  is  very  useful 

The  1967  edition  or  The  Lesbian  In 
Literature  includes  all  lesbian  books  - 
known  lo  the  authors  -  lhai  were  copy- 
nghied  before  1967  a  brand  new  1975 
edilon.  by  Gene  Damon,  Jan  Watson. 
and  Robin  Jordan,  runs  to  January  15. 
1 975  I!  can  be  purchased  lor  S7  from 
rhe  Ladder,  PO  Bo«  5025,  Washington 
Siation,  Reno.  Nevada.  89503.  U.S.* 

The  1967  bibliography  is  a  fuii- 
bkwmed  version  ol  earlier  efforts.  Il 
contains  some  5000  entries  II  is  noi 
annoiaied,  bul  uses  a  rating  system 
Boohs  are  rated  A.  major  lesbian 
characters  or  action.  B  minor  lesbian 
characters  or  actton,  C  latent,  repressed 
lesban  characters  (often  called  Variant'' 
by  writers  on  this  sub|ect),  and  T  Irashy 
quality  books  In  Ihe  1975  edition  Ihe 
books  raled  '  T  were  dropped  lor  Ihe 
mosl  part,  and  many  non-fiction  tides 
were  added  Although  we  regret  the 
disappearance  ol  ihe  '  T"  category, 
we  ve  found  The  Lesbian  In  Literature 
bibliography  invaluable  and  we  use  boih 
the  1967  and  1975  edilions  when  we  go 
book  hunting  Q 

Reprinted  from  Ihe  special  Issue  ol  Margins 
Magazine  [No,  8,  1975)  on  Lesbian  Femin- 
ist Writing  and  Publishing.  Editor.  Bc-tn 
Hodges  Available  from  2912  N.  Hackelt. 
Milwaukee,  Wl.  53211,  USA 


Press 


The  Rise  of  Gay 
Capitalism 

Ken  Waxman  in  Toronto  Life 
September  1976 
Toronto  Life,  a  local  glossy  for  Ihe 
meiro  chic,  revealed  in  its  September 
issue  three  Oiscovenes.  a  gay  ghetto  (at 

the  Yonge-Carlton  crossroads ').  a  gay 
billfold  (  these  men  are  consumers "). 
and  "a  new  class"  ol  entrepreneurs  who 
-  wondrous  euphemism'  -  "service"  the 

booming  gay  market  " 

Writer  Ken  Waxman  earned  covar- 
Story  status  for  his  report  on  "gay 
purchasing  power, '  which  he  calls  "real 
power     His  memorable  gallery  includes 
sly  Norm  Boiler,  the  straight  who 
converted  Ihe  Parkside  into  a  gay  bar  lor 

Stnctly  business"  reasons,  hires  straight 
waiters  because  gay  ones   would  get  too 
emotionally  involved,    and  encourages 
them  to  "pm  up  photos  ol  nude  girts"  in 
the  bar  Then  there  s  Boiler's  Forest  Hill 
neighbor,  growling  Phil  Stein,  also 
straight,  who  looked   at  the  lacts  and 
figures,  nothing  else"  when  he  bought 
Ihe  profitable  Quest 

Here  we  find  clothes  relailer  Stan 
MarxJei  who's  sure  that  "the  gay  set"  are 

more  fashion  conscious  and  spend 
more  money  on  clothes  than  straights 
Here  is  a  Club  Manatee  owner  grossing 
52400  each  three-nighl  week  trom 
admissions  alone,    flamboyant,  ash- 
blond   George  eHislop  with  his  Esprit 
("sort  o<  an  Ebony  for  gays"),  initial 
investment  S75.0O0,  Peler  Bochove  and 
Art  Whitaker  with  (heir  steambath   rep- 
resenting an  initial  investment  of  nearly 
SI  million     Here,  hovenng  above  them 
ail.  is    media-oriented     Peler  Maloney. 

guru"  Ol  Toronto's  gay  marketplace,  in  a 


rags-lo-nches"  journey  trom  bankruptcy 
after  a  political  noncaieer  to  a  baih 
empire  that  may  make  him  "Canada's 
first  acknowledged  gay  millionaire 

I'm  grateful  to  Waxman  lor  this  gallery 
and  these  figures  I  enjoy  much  of  the 
Parkside  atmosphere,  have  good  and 
dull  nmes  a!  the  baths,  buy  Esprtt  and 
After  Dark  (the  latter,  according  to 
Waxman,  sells  20,000  copies  a  monih 
locally1'!  get  oft  on  soft  pom,  dnnk 
beer  Now  I  know  who  s  taking  my 
money. 

But  alas  I  don'l  recognize  my  gayness 
m  the  (act  that  we   spend  more  money 
than  strarghts  on  grooming,  entertain- 
ment, clothes,  dnnk,  and  travel."  It  it's 

sett-nghteous   and  "left-wing    to  ques- 
tion this  charade nzatton  of  gayness  - 
those  are  the  epithets  Ken  Waxman 
Sticks  to  The  Body  Politic  -  then  shucks 
mom  I  guess  I'm  self-nghteous  and  left- 
wing,  anoiher  fugitive  from  Ihe  pepsi 
generation 

At  first  I  thought  Waxman  was  showing 
one  aspect  ol  gayness,  ol  acceptable 
gayness  But  on  rereading.  I  found  no 
indication  that  gay  is  acceptable  except 
in  consumenst  terms  Here  too.  "busi- 
ness is  business     You  are  what  you 
spend  Waxman  says  thai  Bochove  and 
Whitaker  share  "an  unapologelic  pnde  in 
their  gayness"  and  quotes  Jearid 
Moktenhauer  of  Glad  Day  Books  as 
saying,  "All  1  want  to  do  is  make  a  good 
living  and  help  people  maintain  pnde  in 
their  gayness     But  the  only  basis  for 
such  pride  that  Waxman  suggests  is 
purchasing  power'  I  doubt  thai  Histop, 
Bochove,  Whitaker,  Maloney,  and 
MokJenhauer  would  reduce  themselves 
this  way 

At  only  two  points  does  the  article  deal 
with  gayness  beyond  Us  consumenst 
clout  -  at  its  opening:  "In  the  19th 
century  it  was  the  love  that  dared  not 
speak  its  name  Now  it  won  I  shut  up  " 
And  its  end  "A  buck  is  a  buck  Who  the 
hell  cares  it  the  wrist  holding  it  is  limp?" 
At  Waxman's  raw  edges,  two  ol  the 
stalest  anti-gay  slurs  in  the  trade 

I  wish  -  is  this  self-righteous'  -  that 
some  of  that  six  grand  a  month  that  one 
Toronto  record  dealer  alone  grosses  Irom 
gay  customers  could  go  towards  the 
defense  ol  John  Oamien  After  all,  these 
businesses,  this  very  article,  are  possible 
only  because  ol  the  Damiens  who  have 
put  their  gayness  on  the  line  Purchasing 
power  is  real  power  only  when  il 
changes  the  law 

And  I  wish  -  is  this  left-wing?  -  lhat 
Waxman  had  made  a  fourth  Discovery: 
women.  In  this  article,  as  in  Ihe  "gay 
marketplace,"  women  only  exist  as 
girts"  in  Parkside  pinups.  Telling  evi- 
dence, isn't  it,  that  when  gayness  is 
defined  as  no  more  than  consumensm  it 
aids  and  abets  the  macho  exploitation  ol 
women,  pinning  them  up  lo  put  them 
larther  down 

Waxman  has  clarified  the  image  for 
me.  but  while  Toronto  Life  may  gam 
new  advertisers  trom  this  article,  and 
while  the  Richmond  Street  Baths  and 
Esprit  (both  of  which  have  seemed,  of 
late,  to  be  tracking  red  ink)  may  be 
pulled  towards  the  black  by  il,  this  is  one 
image  ol  gayness  which  I  have  to  reject. 
All  the  while  rejoicing  that  (yes,  Virginia) 
there  are  other  ways 

My  final  wish,  then,  is  that  Toronto 
Life's  readers  had  been  shown  the 
sweet  and  shocking  alternatives 

by  Michael  LynchD 
'Does  Waxman  nod'  According  lo  (he 
Canadian  Periodical  Publishers  Association 
i  Newsletter  19,  i  October  1975),  After  Dark 
sold  1.261  copies  by  subsenpdon  and  3.468 
of  (he  siand  dunng  one  month  last  tall  - 
nationally   Figures  (or  Toronto  stone  weren't 
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Contemporary 
Sexual  Behavior: 

Critical  Issues  in  the  1970's 

Joseph  Zubin  and  John  Money 

(editors) 

Johns  Hopkins.  (Pbk),  1976 

The  Modernization 
of  Sex 

Paul  Robinson 

Harper  and  Row  (Fitzhenry  & 

Whiteside  in  Canada),  1976, 

$10.50 

Perversion: 

The  Erotic  Form  of  Hatred 

Robert  J.  Stoller 

Random  House  (Hdcr).  1975, 

$11.50 

Delta  (Pbk).  1976.  $3.90 

The  New  Sexuality 

Hendrik  M,  Ruitenbeek 
Franklin  Watts,  1974.  $4.95 

Romanticism  and  Revolt 

The  mystery  of  sex,  the  very  core  ot 
Romanticism,  has  been  under  attack  lor 
more  than  a  hall-dozen  decades  And. 
while  it  has  been  liberating,  this  pro- 
cess ol  demystilicaiion  has  not  been 
without  us  stresses  -  most  notably  Ihe 
tension  ol  modem  sexual  theorizing     It 
is  precisely  in  [the|  antithesis  ol 
Romantic  and  anti-Romantic  impulse, 
observes  Paul  Robinson,  in  ending  his 
incisive  critique  of  three  modern  sexual 
thinkers,  "thai  the  distinctly  modern  ele- 
ment in  sexual  modernism  is  to  be 
located.' 

Whai  with  its  air  ol  the  enigmatic,  it  is 
Irue  that  Romanticism  oave  sex  a  certain 
elan  vital  But  lhai  was  all  The  amorous 
elegance  came  at  the  cosrot  necessary 
repression  of  physical  sex,  This 
occurred,  Robinson  notes,  under  Ihe 
guises  ot    high-mindedness  and  de- 
corum"  Modem  sex  required,  there- 
lore,  an  anti-Romantic  corrective  de-   • 
mystification. 

Even  sexual  conservatives  like 
Masters  and  Johnson  contribute  to  the 
unmasking  ol  sexual  reality,  if  only  by 
the  sheer  weight  ot  [ihe]  physiologi- 
cal detail "  which  their  sexual  matenal- 
ism  produces 

Still,  there  is  a  tension,  and  it  arises 
Irom  this  dilemma  while  we  can  no 
longer  delude  ourselves  into  thinking  lhat 
sex  is  in  the  head,  as  D.H  Lawrence  so 
aptly  put  it.  we  can't  seem  to  gel  sex  out 
of  mind.  The  problem  is  that  de-romanli- 
crzed  sex  is  a  bleak  prospect  tor  the 
Modem-Sexual  All  the  stnctly  physio- 
logical stuff  seems  to  leave  out  Ihe  in- 
dividual over  whom  one  -  and  there  is 
|ust  no  better  way  to  say  it  -  gets 


The  modernization  ol  sex,  which  is  the 
scientific  analysis  ol  it.  shows  lhat  in 
sexual  behavior  the  mind  and  bodv 
move  each  oiher  perhaps  more  than  [in| 
any  oiher  [area] ."  So  say  psycho- 
analyst Robert  Stoller  Joseph  Zubm.  a 
leading  sexual  modermzer.  and  not  a 
psycho  analytic  practitioner,  points  out 
that  masturbation  must  finally  give  way 
lo  the  sexual  reality  of   the  interaction 
between  the  two  [human]  participants  in 
both  the  physiological  and  cognitive 
spheres,  and  perhaps  this  interaction  is 
the  mosl  important  aspect  ot  the  pro- 
cess ."  He  goes  on  to  note  thai  this  inter- 
action may  be  more  or  less  loving,  more 
or  less  intimate,  more  or  less  genuine, 
more  or  less  a  numoer  ol  things     But 
the  question  is  what  makes  lor    genuine 
sexual  behavhDr"'' 

This  is  Ihe  tocus  ol  Stoller  s  concern  in 
trying  to  tackle  the  repressive-prone 
concept  ol  perversion   It  the  term  has 
purchase,  it  is  in  Ihe  sense  that  Stoller 
uses  it.  He  sees  in  perversion  ihe  exis- 
tence ol  a  desire  to  harm  others  which 
leads  to  vanous  sons  ol  sexual  dis- 
tortons  in  behavior   It  represents  a  sexu- 
ality infused  with  hostility  and  misan- 
thropy instead  of  love  and  intimacy 
NormaJly  this  malevolent  desire  is  res- 


Our  Image 


tncted  to  lantasy  and  is  rarely  acted  out 
Perversions  actually  represent  defensive 
structures,  and  their  effect  is  the 
depersonalization  ol  sexual  relation- 
ships the  erotic  form  of  hatred 

The  promise  ol  modem  sexual  thought 
is  lo  demystify  sexuality  through  scien- 
tific investigation  The  problem  is  how  to 
do  it  without  re-mystitying  sexuality  by 
making  it  a  sutyeel  of  scientific  special- 
ization In  the  modem  onslaught  against 
Romanticism  there  exists  the  danger  of 
courting  sexual  depersonalization     I  will 
return  lo  this  danger  in  the  last  section 

The  Making  of  Modern 
Sex 

Certainly  the  mosl  modem  ot  the  three 
volumes  under  consideration  here  is  the 
Zubm  and  Money  collection.  Almost 
every  aspect  of  contemporary  scientific 
research  concerning  sex  -  Irom  brain 
functioning 'to  hormonal  secretions,  from 
animal  benavwr  to  sex  education  -  is.  In 
one  way  or  anoiher.  addressed.  It  is  a 
weighty  text,  fraughl  with  technical 
matenal  and  the  specialist  s'|argon,  but 
then  it  was  not  intended  lor  Ihe 
layperson  Nonetheless,  tn  an  important 
sense,  this  is  where  the  study  of 
senuality  is  these  days,  in  Ihe  hands  ol 
modem  sex  researchers. 

According  to  Zubm,  all  the  essays 
amount  to  a  call  lor  an  end  to  Ihe  "old 
taboos  against  sex     so  that  publicly 
funded  scientific  research  can  be 
expanded  into  all  areas  ol  normal  and 
abnormal  behavior "  Perhaps  it  is  only 
Ihe  inadequacy  ol  expression,  but  there 
seems  something  crassly  scientists 
about  this  plea,  as  though  an  end  to  old 
taboos  has  nothing  to  do  with  human 
sexual  liberation  and  is  concerned  only 
wilh  Ihe  accumulation  ol  more  precise 
knowledge 

To  be  fair,  many  ot  the  essays  speak 
directly  to  Ihe  question  ol  liberaiion  - 
particularly  in  ihe  second  section,  on 
women  s  sexuality,  wilh  its  important 
essay  on    Matemahsm,  Sexuality,  and 
Ihe  New  Feminism   by  Alice  Rossi,  and 
Ihe  semma!  piece  by  Julia  Mayo  entitled 
The  New  Black  Feminism  A  Minority 
Report 

On  Ihe  other  hand.  John  Money, 
whose  work  is  normally  insightful  and 
emancipatory,  makes  some  pretty  ques- 
tionable statements  about  pornography  in 
this  book  Specifically,  Id  like  to  know 
what  he  means  when  he  says  lhat  gay 
pom  can  help  prevent  young  people  from 
getting  "involved  in  homosexuality 
through  accident'    Or  whal  force  the 
concept  of    obligative  homosexuality"  is 
meant  lo  have  in  his  discussion  ol  ex- 
perimentation and  the  con  si  ruct  ion  of  a 
healthy  gender  identity  In  (act,  his  entire 
section  on  gay  porn  is  problematic 

Two  other  un-liberating  seclions  Ol  the 
book  bear  commenting  on.  I  am  skep- 
tical about  the  application  ol  antiandro- 
gens  to  reduce  or  inhibit  certain  un- 
desirable (for  whom,  under  what  con- 
siderations?) sexual  relations  And.  one 
must  rait  against  the  obvious  injustice ,of 
Ihe  US  Commission  on  Pornography's 
recommendation  thai,  although  pornog- 
raphy could  not  be  shown  to  be  harmful 
to  children,  the  "innocents'  nevertheless 
needed  protection  because   parents 
[have)  the  hghi  to  control  the  exposure  of 
their  children  lo  all  types  of  stimuli 
including  sexual  stimuli  "  Until  what  age: 
10. 16,  or  to  ihe  lull  limil  of  the  age  ot 
majority-  21? 

For  the  Modernization  of  Sex,  Paul 
Robinson's  intellectual  history  ol 
Have  lock  Ellis.  Allied  Km.se  y  and 
Masters  &  Johnson,  i  have  nothing  but 
commendation.  There  is  so  much  lhai  is 
right  in  his  analysis  of  these  important 
sexologists  that  I  am  con  tide  nt  his  slim 
volume  will  come  lo  stand  in  lieu  ol  the 
onginai  works. 

First  ot  all,  the  book  is  simply  and 
eloquently  written.  Robinson  s  style  is  In- 
vitingly readable  and  his  organization 
and  presentation  are  impeccable   He  is 
obvously  an  admirer  ol  Ellis  and  Klnsey 
(particularly  their  work  on  homosexuality) 
and  is  |  us  I  as  obviously  chagrined  by 
much  in  Masters  and  Johnson  Despite 
this  bias,  he  is  not  uncritical  ol  the  first 
two  Nor  is  he  picayune  in  his  criticism  ol 
the  second. 

Havelock  Ellis  is  likely  the  least  read  ot 
the  three  theorists  Robinsons  lucid  and 
thorough  overview  ol  this  scholar  should 
cause  a  re-awakening  of  interest  in  him, 
and  a  re -examination  ol  his  work  is  as 
deserved  as  it  is  rewarding 
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But  Robinson  really  comes  alive  when 

•  turns  his  attention  lo  Kinsey  whom  he 
heralds  as    3  kind  of  genua)  Mar> 

msey  15,  so  far.  the  greatest  sexual  de- 
mysltner  of  twentieth  century  thought 
Robinson  s  analysis  ol  him  is  at  once 
appreciative  and  cautious  laudatory  and 
critical  More  than  all  the  others,  includ- 
ing Freud  11  seems,  Kinsey  s  work  was 
guided  by  the  absolute  presupposition  of 
se.ua*  loleralron   In  lerns  ot  se>ual  poli- 
tics, his  ideological  committment  was  lo 
liberation,  and  Robinson  >s  not  lar  oft  me 
mark  in  bis  flattering  comparison  of 
Kinsey  to  Kart  Mam  -  surely  the  greaiesl 
liberation  iheonst  history  has  yet  wit- 
nessed After  all,  no  one  has  done  more 
to  expose  the  class  bias  ol  sexual 
behavior  than  Alfred  Kinsey 

Bui  Kinsey  had  his  intellectual  and 
personal  failings  too  As  Robinson 
shows,  he  never  fully  faced  the  philo- 
sophical problems  inherenl  in  his  notion 
ol  population  distribution  This  notion 
was  of  critical  importance  lo  the  rep- 
resentativeness ol  his  sample  to  the 
population  at  large,  and  consequently  to 
the  validity  of  his  generalizations  His 
technique  ot  using  a  100%  polling  ol 
selecied  groups  and  organizations  was 
an  ingenious  statistical  device,  but  one 
which  Robinson  shows  could  not  ensure 
lhal,  even  amongst  the  white  popu- 
lation of  North  Amenca.  which  was  the 
core  ol  Kinsey  s  respondents,  represen- 
tativeness had  been  achieved 

Other  problems  arose  in  his  theoretical 
approach   He  argued,  tor  example,  that 
neither  homosexuality  nor  homosexuals 
existed  as  dislmcl  phenemona  in  the  real 
world  These  categories  could  only  be 
meaningfully  understood  in  terms  of 
individuals  who  engage  m  homosexual 
acts  or  who  have  homosexual  faniasies 
Bui  Robinson  shows  that  when  Kinsey 
came  to  give  an  account  01  Ihe  disparity 
which  exisled  between  ihe  extensive 
promiscuity  ol  homosexuaily  inclined 
individuals  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  low 
Statistical  perceniage  ot  homosexual 
orgasmic    outlets '  on  ihe  other,  he  could 
nol  help  but  revert  lo  talking  in  lerms  ot 
a  homosexual  personality  with  certain 
characteristic  Iraits  He  could  nol  help 
but  violate  his  own  theoretical  in|unclion 
that   homosexual    should  never  be  used 
as  a  noun 

The  other  area  ol  crucial  concern  to  all 
sexual  liberation  is  ts  >s  his  study  ot 
lemale  sexuality   It  mighl  be  exlreme  to 
see  Kinsey  as  a  misogymsl,  but  com- 
pared lo  his  work  on  men,  his  work  on 
women's  sexuality  was  fairly  super- 
ficial His  collection  of  data  and  hts 
Iheonzing  were  based  on  the  assumption 
thai  women  wete  sexually  less  con- 
dilionable  than  men.  and  hence  less 
interesting  to  study  There  is  simply 
no  glossing  over  Ihe  fact  that,  on 
Ihis  lopic   his  ideology  was  not  equal  to 
the  myslilicalions  it  needed  lo  combat   It 
seems  thai  this  was  a  personal  short- 
coming ot  his,  and  one  which  aftected 
his  intellectual  objectivity  As  if  to  under- 
score ihis  point.  Robmson  shows  that 
neither  his  persuasive  cntics  -  Remhold 
Neibhur  and  Lionel  Trilling  -  nor  even  his 
less  distinguished  detractors,  ever 
-disputed  Kinsey  s  commonplace  and 
traditional  views  of  lemale  sexualily 

It  is  ironic  thai  temale  sexuality  should 
have  been  scientifically    sanctioned'  by 
two  such  sexual  conservatives  as 
William  Masters  and  Virginia  Johnson 
And.  whatever  their  grammatical  and 
intellectual  weaknesses  (Robinson  un- 
spanngly  points  oul  bolh)  they  must  be 
credited  with  breaking  the  ground  in  this 
area. 

Robinson  s  analysis  of  Masters  and 
Johnson  is  necessarily  more  tentative 
than  his  analysis  ol  Ellis  and  Kinsey 
because  their  work  is  ongoing  and  thu* 
subject  to  revision.  He  gives  this  lact  lull 
play,  but  he  does  not  hesitate  to  criti- 
cize them  lor  being  sexually  conserva- 
tive, and.  closely  related,  lor  bemq  un- 
scientific  He  points  out  their  un- 
flinching  emphasis  on  marital  sex  cal- 
ing  it  their  summa  bonum  and  rightly  so 
He  questions  their  heterosexual  orien- 
tation ,n  most  matters  (M&J  s  volume  on 
nomosex  is  forthcoming)  And  he  care- 
ful^ exposes  Iheir  constant  impreosion 
and  their  questionable  methodological 
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assumptions  (ihe  representati 
subjects  sexual  behaviour,  lor  example, 
All  ot  these  thrngs  demonstrate  their  con 
servalism,  and  perhaps  more  import- 
antly  show  that  ot  the  theorists  under 
review,  Masters  and  Johnson  are  the 


leasl  scientific  Yet,  in  spite  ol  II  ail  thp 
overall  ettect  ot  their  sexual  materialism 
is  liberating,  because  ol  its  demystify™ 
naiure 

In  Imishmg  his  study,  Robmson  lells  ui 
lhat  ihe  quest  lor  the  moorings  ol  sexual 
ity  is  tar  Irom  over  The  question  ol 
homosexuality,  for  example  is  still  open 
For  an  understanding  of  homosexuality 
he  recommends  thai  "a  return  to  Ellis' 
hypothesis  ol  a  congennal  predispos- 
lion  seems  m  order     Here  I  musl  record 
my  one  major  obiecnon  in  all  that 
Robinson  has  to  say   Why  he  comes  to 
this  conclusion  is  quite  unclear  from  the 
texl   II  ihe  Zubm  and  Money  collection 
(and  mosl  of  the  other  research  on 
modem  sex)  is  lo  count,  the  quest  for  a 
unicausal  explanation  ot  sexuality  (gay 
Straight,  or  whatnot)  is  misdirected  Such 
a  search  assumes  a  mechanistic 
causality  in  human  sexual  matters.  Such 
a  notion  ot  causality  is  itself  a  mystifi- 
cation. 

There  is  one  minor  quibble  Because 
of  Freud  s  notion  ot  over -determination  in 
coming  to  understand  the  complexity  ot 
sexuality.  I  would  rank  him  as  equal  lo 
Kmsey  in  his  contribution  to  demystiti- 
cation  But  Robmson  has  paid  homage  to 
Freud  in  his  previous  book,  The 
Freudian  Left  His  sm  is  thus  one  of 
justifiable  omission  And  it  is  a  small 
complaint  of  a  study  which  otherwise  has 
my  wholesale  admiration 

Robert  Stoller  s  investigalion  into  the 
mechanism  and  Ihe  concept  of  per- 
version ments  close  and  critical  attention 
Stoller  is  no  ordinary  psychoanalyst  He 
is  knowledgeable  about  the  multiple 
facets  of  modern  sex  and  is  sensitive  to 
the  political  issues   And  well  he  might  be 
dealing  as  he  is  with  one  ol  the  most 
potentially  oppressive  concepts  in  sexual 
theory  For  those  who  have  dumped  all 
ol  psychoanalytic  theory,  his  attempt  to 
give  a  strictly  diagnostic  and  functional 
meaning  to  perversion  will  seem  like  a 
way  ol  avoiding  confrontation  With  gay 
liberation,  feminism,  radical  iherapy  and 
their  sialwari  ally,  plain  common  sense 

Here  I  must  confess  my  bias   I  do 
think  there  is  irulh  in  psychoanalysis 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  ihe  concept  01 
perversion,  sexual  and  other   should  be 
jettisoned  allogether  With  Stoller   I 
would,  however,  chuck  pervert'    Such  a 
term  shifts  discussion  from  analysis  ot 
psychological  functioning  to  destructive 
moralizing  and  social  labelling   It  would 


be  scieniitrcaily  inaccurate,  and  inapprop- 
riate, to  reter  to  someone  as  a  (sexual) 
pervert    One  might  talk  of  a  person 
having  a  perversion  as  one  might  speak 
ot  a  person  s  neurosis   I  would  not  wish 
to  see  the  concept  ol  perversion 
abandoned  eniirely  because  one  does 
see  hostility  and  dehumanization  in 
sexual  relationships   This  is  essennal  in 
what  Stoller  is  contending. 

At  the  end  ot  his  study,  on  page  210 
he  states  daily 

"I  do  nol  wish  to  serve  as  one  more 
grand  master  ol  sexual  behavior,  lo 
judge  if  sexual  freedom  damages  or 
enriches  society,  or  to  pronounce  what 
laws  should  be  enacted  and  how  en- 
forced to  reflect  our  morality  But  there 
is  one  concern  I  think  is  worthy  ot 
emphasis:  if  we  deny  the  hostility 
and  dehumanization  in  fantasies  that 
makes  for  sexual  excitement     we  are 
denying  ihe  obvious,  and  lhat  is 
foolish  '" 

Much  of  what  he  says  here  turns  on  how 

dehumanization'  is  to  be  interpreted 
Perhaps  depersonalization"  better  con- 
veys Ihe  effect  of  being  seen  and  treated 
as  a  sexual  object  raiher  than  as  a  total 
human  being. 

In  this  current  phase  ol  modern  sex 
femmisis  and  gay  liberationism  have 
focused  m  no  small  way  on  the  question 
ot  sexual  obj edification  Like  Ihem 
Sloller  posits  inoie:  he  does  nol  prove) 
the  presence  ol  intimacy  ana  love  as  the 
motive  force  of  sexual  congress  This  he 
contrasts  wilh  perversion  Perversions 
are  those  psychological  ana  sociological 
structures  which  make  one  unable  to 
relate  lo  another  person  as  a  person 
raiher  than  as  an  embodied  delicacy  tor 
sexual  consumption   II  we  begin  10  think 
ol  perversion  m  this  way,  then  I  think  ihe 
genera)  oullmes  ol  Sioller's  argument 
deserve  a  heanng. 

Of  course  Ihe  specifics  of  his  account 
should  be  received  wilh  si-.epiicism  and 
scrutinized  microscopically   His  hypo- 
thesis is  lhal  perversion  is  the  result  of  a 
misperception  ol  one  s  masculinity  or 
leminimiy.  and  must  be  understood  wilhm 
Ihe  context  ol  the  Oedipal  resofolion 
Those  two  propositions  are  certainly 
bones  ol  contenhon    I  will  nol,  therefore 
detail  his  further  claim  lhat  the  origins  of 
perversion  are  besl  understood  as 
blighted  heterosexuaWy 

By    perversion    he  does  nol  mean  all 


sexual  variation,  and  he  explicitly  ev 
eludes  the  possibility  that  m  usell  homo- 
sexuality could  be  deemed  a  perversion 
This  is  not  surpnsmg  since  what  makes 
lor  perversion  (as  opposed  to  aggres- 
sion) is  the  desire  to  harm  the  other 
That  desire  is  rarely  acted  oul  as  it  is  in 
rape  Perversion  normally  involves  a 
fantasy  put  into  action  in  tar  less 
dramatic  ways 

II  is  a  fantasy  (and  thus  a  defensive 
mechanism)  which  stems  from  an 
inability  to  relate  to  the  other  realis- 
tically, as  another  human  being,  raiher 
than  as  the  embodiment  ol  our  sexual 
imaginings  Stoller  does  not  wish  to  des- 
sicale  the  sexually  enriching  power  ol 
lantasy  unless  it  becomes  an  mhihit.on  to 
relating  sexually  with  another  on  an 
mterpe/sona/ basis  The  "unless  "  here 
can  not  be  used  to  dismiss  his 
argumenls  with  (he  accusation  ot  sexual 
repression,  lor  he  quite  carefully  sets 
forth  his  Objections  lo  any  restriction  on 
sexual  Ireedom  in  lact,  he  closes  his 
sketch  wilh  an  ironic  observation  con- 
cerning the  current  social  necessity  ol 
perversions 

In  short,  as  Juliet  Miichell  stales  on 
the  back  cover  ot  the  dust  jacket,  Stoller 
has  made  perversion  a  "subject  lor 
scientific  mvesligalion  and  human  under- 
standing    Which,  ol  course,  is  nol  to  say 
lhal  he  has  understood  it  correal y 

Science  and  Liberation 

Modern  sex,  then,  is  scientific  sex.  But 
it  must  be  something  more  as  well, 
liberated  sex   Here,  on  this  very  point  ot 
liberation,  we  see  why  Robmson  is  so 
right  in  beknighlmg  Kinsey  as  the  qreat 
demystilier    Freud  held,  though  noTas 
religiously  as  some  ol  his  interpreters 
would  have  us  believe,  (consull,  lor 
example,  his  Question  ot  Lay  Analysts 
where  he  calls  lor  social  and  sexual 
Iransldrmalion)  that  civilization  is 
achieved  and  maintained  at  the  price  of 
sexual  repression   There  is  surely  a 
paradox  here  For  while    jivilizalion" 
may  require  sexual  renunciation  lor  its 
maintenance,  only  the  advances  which 
civilization  brings  can  free  sexuality  tiom 
us  physical  vicissitudes  <V  D  ,  unwarned 
pregnancy)  and  from  sexual  mystifi- 
calion   The  latter  achievemenl  (equires 
the  critical  intervention  of  [hose  whose 
lives  are  mosl  aftected  by  sexual  mys 
locations  women  and   deviates     There 
is  nothing  automatic  about  sex.ua!  liber- 
ation in  advanced  scientific  civilization 
To  assume  that  somehow  science   ol 
ilself  makes  for  liberation  is  patenily 
false   It  can  only  make  for  Ihe  conditions 
m  which  sexual  liberation  is  possible 
The  belief  thai  the  "scientific  analysis   ol 
anything  makes  for  liberation  is  at  besl 
only  a  partial  truth  The  question  of 
sexual  politics  musl,  therefore,  be  forth- 
rightly  confronted  in  any  account  ot 
sexual  modernization. 

In  Ruitenbeek  s  The  New  Sexuality, 
the  issue  ol  sexual  liberation  is  most  ex- 
plicitly addressed  Ruitenbeek  is  a 
psychoanalyst,  editor,  and  assiduous 
compiler  ol  erotic  modernines  He  scores 
a  bullseye  m  the  pages  ol  his  introduc- 
tion    Contemporary  sexuality  then  has 
only  one  slogan   Ireedom.  the  Ireedom  to 
experience  all  aspects  ol  sexuality 
wilhoul  res  In  ebons  " 

The  book  contains  an  accessible,  it 
superficial,  overview  ol  some  ol  the 
current  issues  and  intellectual  history  ot 
the    new    sexuality   He  keeps  his  eye  on 
the  dialectic  between  sexual  repression 
and  liberalion  The  dialectic  is  driven  by 
Ihe  continual  quest  lor  sexual  experi- 
ences. 

Ruitenbeek  once  again  attacks    the 
myth  ot  bisexuahly    but  wilh  Ihe  same 
dull  instruments  as  before  Robmson  dis- 
patches Ihis    myth    more  effectively 
Bisexuahty  may  exisl,  he  says,  but  lor 
mosl      us  reputed  presence  is  a  homo- 
sexual cover-up 

Ruileobeeks  little  book  is  informed 
with  ihe  awareness  lhat  distortions  of 
sexuality  result  not  from  perversions  bul 
from  repression   As  a  result,  ils 
employment  as  a  popular  educative 
device  m  the  struggle  (or  sexual 
liberation  is  to  be  counselled 

Why  are  the  above  remarks  ot  any 
import  since  many  ol  them  will  seem 
obvious"*  Lei  me  return  to  the  sense  m 
which  Ihey  may  not  be  obvious 

In  her  essay  on  lemale  sexuality  and 
maternahsm  Ai.ce  Rossi,  speaking  as  a 


socdogis!  and  a  feminist,  debunks 
medical  opinion  concerning  (tie  process 
ol  childbirth  and  its  relationship  to  sexual 
experience  Medical  science,  controlled 
by  soennficaiiy  minded  men,  has  con- 
vinced most  women  thai  there  is  no 
sexual  pleasure  in  parturition  To  forestall 
an  obvious  rebuttal.  I  should  add  that 
Rossi  is  not  decrying  medical  advances 
m  the  area  ol  obstetrics,  particularly  the 
relief  ol  pam  Nor  is  she  advocating  a 
complete  reium  to    natural   childbirth. 
etc    Rattier    her  argumem  is  lhal  the 
tracing  o!  similarities  between  child- 
birth and  sexuality  suggest      that 
physicians  sense  Ihe  linkage.  Ireal 
women  in  childbirlh  as  they  have  in 
sei,  and  thus  cheat  women  ol  a  full, 
controlling  role  in  childbirth  expenen- 
ces   The  whole  paraphernalia  ol  medi- 
an©.,  serve  (he  function  of  retaining 
the  dominant  status  of  attending 
physician,  and  thus  prevent  women 
Irom  seeing  the  physician  as  he»  aide 
m  giving  birth,  and  not  as  her  lordly 
deliverer 

Certainly  lo  lesbian  mothers  and  to 
gay  women  and  men  who  have  ex- 
perienced psychiatric    neutrality  .  these 
words  are  powerful   The  expenences 
thai  I  have  emphasized  are  the  source  of 
that  power  There  are  certain  types  ol 
experiences  which  science  can  not  pene- 
trate and  which  must  be  laken  into  ac- 
count by  other  means  The  sexuality  ol 
women  and  ol  gay  men  are  among  them 
Insofar  as  Ihese  lypes  ot  experiences 
become  political  questions,  they  must  be 
addressed  politically   Addressed,  Ihal  is, 
by  Ihe  Feminist  and  Gay  Liberation 
movements  Modern  sex  is  political  sex 
and  il  musi  be  understood  as  such 

Recently  Ihe  most  widely  read  intel- 
lectual icurnal  in  North  America,  The 
New  York  Review  ol  Books  (Volume 
23,  Numbet  81  devoted  a  number  ol 
pages  to  the  topic  of  Ihe  "sexual  revo- 
lution" The  articles  author,  phtlospher 
and  critic  J  M  Cameron  ol  the 
University  ol  Toronto,  lists  stx  difterenl 
types  ot  phenomenon  as    seemingly    (his 
qualifier)  comprising  the  content  ol  Ihe 
sexual  revolution.  Space  prevents  a  dis- 
cussion ol  details,  bul  at  the  heart  of  his 
interpretation  o!  them  all,  and  Ol  his  view 
ot  modern  sex  in  general,  is  Ihe  lailure  to 
understand  the  way  in  which  sexuality 
becomes  political  He  fails  to  recognize 
whal  R  D  Laing  called  the  politics  ot 
experience 

I  mention  Cameron  lor  two  reasons 
First.  I  suspect  ihis  will  be  the  only 
attention  which  Ihe  NYRB  will  afford  to 
Ihe  sexual  tevolulion   li  will  therefore  Be- 
come Ihe  liberalish    line"  lor  the  hordes  ot 
petty  bourgeois  intellectuals  who  are  the 
teachers  on  this  continent  And,  second, 
because  his  analysis  15  typical  in  the 
way  it  misses  the  importance  ol  the  vali- 
dating lunction  served  by  personal  sexual 
expenence  Established  religious  and 
social  conventions  have  nothing  to 
compare  with  this  validation  They  are 
merely  boxes  into  which  people's  sexual 
lives  are  crammed 

Cameron  finds  comprehensible  and 
commendable  in  C  A.  Tnpps  The 
Homosexual  Matrix  the  very  notion 
mosl  gay  liberationisls  find  too  conven- 
tional  I  am  referring  to  Tripp's  lolk* 
wisdom  insight  that    opposites  attract" 
Vive  la  difference,  but  to  elevate  that 
commonplace  to  the  status  o!  a 
psychological  pnnciple  strikes  me  as  a 
bil  silly   Views  such  as  these  invite  a 
return  lo  a  slullitying  Romanticism  To 
Ihe  nostalgic,  thai  may  be  welcome  But 
lo  those  whose  sexuality  falls  beyond  ihe 
pale  (homosexuals!  or  is  distorted  by 
romantic  balderdash  (women),  it  signals 
nothing  less  than  sexual  retrench- 
ment 

II  is  lo  be  hoped  that  Romanticism  is 
gasping  lor  its  last  breaths  o!  tite  And 
that  the  Camerons  ol  ihe  world  can  offer 
only  bnel  resuscnalion  Its  demise  at  the 
hands  ol  science  and  liberation  politics 
cannot  be  la/  off  SUN.  and  here 
Robinson  may  be  nghl.  those  who 
lament  its  passing  may  be  legion  Why'' 
The  answer,  I  believe,  is  relatively 
simple  Many  will  (eel  a  void,  an  emp- 
tmess  which  all  the  information  ot  scien- 
tific sexology  can  nol  begin  to  fill 

Nol  too  long  ago,  I  expressed  many  ot 
these  sentiments  lo  a  man  lor  whom  I 
have  great  affection  He  said  thai  my 
rational  analysis  left  out  Ihe  spontaneity 
ol  sex  and  love  He  was  skeptical  ol  my 


liberated  sexuality    His  words  gave  me 
pause  They  made  me  think  thai  perhaps 
the  views  I  have  come  to  hold  on  these 
matters  are  too  clinical,  too  removed 
from  the  humanism  ot  the  romantic  wortd 

This  is  precisely  the  problem  which  the 
passing  of  Romanticism  presents  As 
sexual  modems,  says  Robinson,  we  face 
a  deromanticnzed  luture.  whose  emo- 
tional emptiness  we  fear  even  while  we 
anticipate  its  greater  freedom 

To  those  who  accept  this  as  a  real 
problem,  ladle  solutions  will  smack  of 
dogmatism  and  msensitrvity  The  liber- 
ation of  sexuality  is  no  promise  that  ihe 
interpersonal  problems  created  by  sexual 
intimacy  and  human  emot»ns  will 
disappear  trom  our  lives   It  does, 
however,  mean  that  the  ability  to  resolve 
those  difficulties,  in  ways  appropriate  lo 
Ihe  personalities  involved,  will  be 
enhanced  by  the  openness  which 
modem  sex  (osiers 

Therelore,  the  only    answer   I  could 
Otter  my  Inend  was  my  firm  belief  thai 
Irom  the  struggle  for  liberation  will  come 
freedom  Andlrom  the  practice  of 
freedom  will  come  the  maturity  to 
grapple  with  the  real  problems  ol 
sexuality,  demystified 

by  Herb  Spiers  D 


tudes  under  examination  are  the  lore- 
runners  of  the  attitudes  we  expenence 
today,  in  some  cases  barely  translormed 
Gay  people  thus  have  much  to  gam  from 
studies  like  this  despite  then  hetero- 
sexual focus  As  a  study  of  sexua' 
ideology,  this  book  might  have  been  an 
analysis  ol  how  prescnpnons  of  sex  rotes 
and  sexual  behavior  fit  into  19th-century 
society,  how  changes  m  these    circum- 
stances   arose,  and  how  Ihese  changed 
the  way  people  make  their  history  For 
thai  noble  and  potentially  liberating  pro- 
ject, the  author  has  substituted  only  an 
entertaining  account  ol  these  eccentnc 
cultural  leaders 

indeed,  the  story  is  a  lively  one,  the 
personalities  described  are  fascinatingly 
bizarre  and  neurotic,  and  sex  (particu- 
larly masturbation  1  is  rampant   Bul  raiher 
than  offering,  as  ihe  title  implies,  a  study 
ol  the  sexisl  attitudes  ol  American  males 
set  into  the  parameters  ol  chronological 
change  geography  and  class  differ- 
ences, Ihe  author  treats  us  to  highly 
speculative  psychological  analyses  ol  the 
lite  and  writings  of  three  leading  ideo- 
logues  Dr  J  Manori  Sims  (the  greai 
innovator  and  traditional  hero  ol  gyne- 
cological surgery),  the  Reverend  John 
Todd  (slory  preacher  and  popular  author 
ol  young -persons  advice  books  and  a 


"The  notion  ol  female  sexuality  as  a  threat  lo  social  order  is  a  keystone  ol  Ihe  partlci 
tar  Ideology  ol  sex  roles  developed  In  the  19th  cenlury"   Hysterical  Ills,  the  only 
acceptable  outburst'  tor  many  Vlclorlan  women,  both  perplexed  and  angered  medical 


The  Horrors  of  the 
Half-Known  Life: 

Male  Attitudes  Toward 
Women  and  Sexuality  in 
Nineteenth-Century  America 

G.  J.  Barker-Benfield 
Harper  and  Row,  1976,  $15 
(hdcr).  $3.95  (pbk) 
Over  a  century  ago,  it  was  wntlen  lhat 
people   make  their  own  history,  bul  they 
do  not  make  it  jusi  as  Ihey  please.  They 
do  not  make  it  under  circums lances 
chosen  by  themselves     This  principle 
gives  us  a  reason  lor  concerning  our- 
selves with  ihe  outmoded  and  outlandish 
attitudes  described  in  this  book  at  the 
same  time  thai  il  marks  -  by  its  being 
neglected  -  the  book  s  mapr  tailing 

As  20th-century  lesbians  and  gay  men 
we  live  our  lives  and    make  our  own 
history    under  the  circumstances,  bolh 
technological  and  ideological,  set  by  the 
dommanl  heterosexual  culture  To  fully 
comprehend  lhat  culture  is  essential  (or 
liberation  since  whal  we  are  able  lo  do  15 
limited  by  our  historical   circumsiances 
History  m  this  sense  poses  to  us  bolh 
ihe  problems  to  be  solved  and  the  range 
ol  possible  solutions  The  desire  to  be 
tree  can  be  our  motive  but  nol  our 
means  Ideas,  impulses,  and  intentions 
can  n0  more  liberate  us  than  the  idea  of 
'luman  llight  enabled  people  lo  fly  before 
ight-weight  metals  and  an  internal 
combustion  engine  were  present  circum- 
stances 

Although  homosexual  behavior  is 
virtually  absent  Irom  this  book,  Ihe  am- 


propagaior  ot  anti-masturbation  phobia); 
and  Dr  Augustus  Kinsley  Gardner 
(author  ol  popular  advice  on  women  s 
health  and  Ihe  dangers  ol  loo  much  sex) 
Barker-Benfield  takes  us  through  end- 
less detail  ol  the  personal  histories  of 
Ihese  three  men  withoul  ever  establish- 
ing the  connection  between  their  {admit- 
tedly popular)  writings  and  Ihe  daily  reali- 
ses of  American  males  and  females 

By  avoiding  the  critical  questions,  the 
endeavor  becomes  insipid,  if  amusing 
history  and  dangerous  politics  That  is.  10 
approach  sexual  and  social  oppression 
as  it  11  were  primarily  the  result  of  a  few 
peculiar  personalmes  reinforces  the 
basically  conservaiive  thinking  that  liber- 
ation comes  simply  from  challenging  silly 
ideas  Consider  two  modern  analogues. 
(1)  We  know  homosexual  men  aren'l 
child-molesters  and  don't  wanl  10  be 
women     Therefore  hberalion  will  come 
by  abolishing  such  erroneous  ideas 
Therefore  struggle  lor  Hberalion  need  be 
only  verbal  and  ideological  (2|  Black 
people  are  m  a  disadvantaged  position 
only  because  ol  misunderstanding  and 
prejudice  Therefore    Brotherhood  Week 
will  solve  the  problem1  To  engender  real 
change  we  musl  recognize  lhat  ideas  are 
nol  freely  floating,  autonomous,  ahiston- 
cal  entities  but  are  products  ol  particular 
social  and  economic  reianons   It  we  are 
to  challenge  ihe  power  of  those  ideas  we 
musl  understand  exactly  w/io  holds  them 
and  why.  and  whal  segments  o(  Ihe 
society  gain  most  from  encouraging  the 
general  public  to  maintain  certain  oppres- 
sive ideas 

Now  this  book  tails  in  exactly  the  way 
much  current  gay -liberation  thinking  tails 
II  reacts  with  righteous  indignation  10  the 
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silliness  and  nastinew  of  certain  ideas 

and  then  explains  people's  adherence 
to  those  ideas  in  terms  of  their  individual 
psychology  (anxieties,  phobias,  insecun- 

A  mapr  theme  ol  Barker -Ben  Held  s  sludy 
is  lhat  after  about  1830  American  males 
faced  unceasing  com  petition  and  risk  ol 
lailure  in  the    anarchic    world  Ol  Jar* 
sonian  democtacy  and  thai  the  ensuing 
anxieties  about  success  -  m  Ihe  male 
sphere  of  business  and  adventure, 
thereby  connected  to  then  identity  and 
their  manhood  -  led  to  new  and  mote 
systematic  attempts  to  subordinate  and 
control  females,  especially  lemate  sexu^ 
ahty  These  attempts  included  the  sub- 
si  itu lion  o I  male  obstetricians  lor  female 
midwives,  male  control  ol  contraception, 
and  the  imposition  ol  anti-aborlion  legis- 

Female  sexuality,  in  lis  assumed 
heterosexual  lomi,  was  seen  as  threat- 
ening in  ils  demands  lor  husbands 
sperm  because  the  contemporary   con- 
servalion-ol-energy'  model  of  Ihe 
personality  asserted  that  sexual  release 
deprived  men  ol  the  nervous  energy 
needed  for  survival  and  success  in  the 
world  outside  the  home  The  anii- 
masturbation  phobia  ot  the  period  is 
related  lo  this  spending- versus -saving 
model  ol  sexual  energy,  which  Barker- 
Benfield  has  labelled   the  spermatic 
economy 

The  nolion  ot  female  sexuality  as  a 
threat  to  social  order  is  a  keystone  ot  the 
particular  ideology  of  sex  roles 
developed  in  Ihe  19th  cenlury  Thai 
ideology,  new  indeed  in  the  19th  century 
yet  surviving  recognizably  today,  is  un- 
derstandable only  againsl  the  back- 
ground ol  socielal  transtorma lions   In 
brief  irom  the  latter  pari  ol  the  1Bth 
century  ihe  mutually  1  n te t dependent  wotk 
ol  wile  and  husband  m  agriculture  and 
domesiic  manufacture  was  gradually 
transformed  into  a  syslem  ol  male  bread- 
winners supporting  their  dependent  wives 
and  children  by  wage-labor  Oui  of  this 
fundamental  economic  change  in  Ihe 
modes  of  production  develop  various 
transformations  in  social  relations,  one 
aspect  ol  which  is  sexual  behavior  and 
ideology 

Herein  was  bom  the  now  loo  familiar 
doctnne  ol  separate  spheres  masculine 
and  feminine,  differentiated  physio- 
logically, psychologically,  politically,  and 
economically  Namely  thai  male  and 
lemale  spheres  ol  life  are  sharply  and 
distinctly  divided,  that  women  are  by 
nature  emotional,  domesiic,  nurturant, 
morally  superior,  and  generally  with  little 
need  lor  or  interest  in  sex  Males,  by 
virtue  ol  their  genitals,  musl  go  out  and 
work,  compete  and  fake  risks,  while 
females  are  reserved  for  Ihe  pedestal 
(Despite  the  brevity  of  this  summary,  il 
should  be  em  pa  sized  that  the  sex -role 
division  we  find  so  pervasive  and  so 
damaging  lo  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  a 
particular  historical  circumsiance  shaped 
by  interaction  with  19th  cenlury  indus- 
trialization, it  is  nol  an  unchanging 
concomitant  ol  all  societies,  or  even  of 
all  male -dominated  societies. 

The  ideological  bifurcation  of  human 
spheres  was  reified  further  in  a  doctrine 
of    true  womanhood,    idealizing  women 
as  "mothers  ol  civilization  "  These 
concepts  crystallized  oui  ol  new  needs 
exo\  nenced  by  men  in  Ihe  rapidly 
developing  commercial  society  and  new 
threats  by  women  reaching  for  the  wider 
options  a    democratic"  and  socially 
mobile  society  could  offer  Thus  the  new 
endeavors  to  control  women  and  their 
sexualily  were  nol  the  willful  actions  ol 
merely  selfish  males  to  accrue  personal 
advantage,  but  were  attempts  to  pteveni 
social  anarchy 

The  astule  French  observer  ol  Ihe 
Amencan  scene  in  the  1830s  Alexis  de 
Tocqueville  foresaw  the  challenge  that 
democracy  in  America   will  raise  woman 
and  make  her  more  and  more  the  equal 
ol  man  "  And  he  revealed  Americans 
distress  over  the  outcome    by  thus 
attempting  to  make  one  sex  equal  lo  the 
other,  bolh  are  degraded,  and  from  so 
preposterous  a  medley  ol  ihe  works  of 
nature  nothing  could  ever  resull  bul 
weak  men  and  disorderly  women 
I  This  lear  of  weak  men  and  disorderly 
women   as  a  social  evil,  then  as  now, 
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bears  witness  10  eiemenis  o'  common 
struggle  ol  gay  people  with  feminists. 

This  book,  ihen  descnbes  lie 
altiludes  toward  an  enemy  within  sociery 
Ihe  poientia)  anarchy  ol  female  sexuality 
Control  was  ariempleO  by  restncling  the 
frequency  of  dangerous  ana  depleting 
sexual  miercourse,  by  usurping  previ- 
ously lemaie-coniroiied  acliviiies  as 
childbirth,  contraception,  and  aborfion, 
and  by  eslablishng  surgical  access  to 
female  genitalia.  Oocumenied  as  well  is 
the  ideological  maim,  for  these  actions 
Yet  except  ror  invoking    growing  urbaniz- 
ation,    increasing  industrialization,    and 
democracy   again  and  again,  the  author 
never  accounts  for  the  nse  ot  ihis 
ideology  or  its  specific  contours  eicepl 
as  the  result  of  the  (psychologically 
interpreted)  personalities  ot  three  men 
We  get  no  clues  as  to  how  such  an 
'deotogy  sustained  itself  against  the 
challenges  ot  feminist  aitacks,  economic 
shifts,  etc   He  lells  us  that  medical  men 
managed  to  successfully  drive  female 
midwives  out  of  business,  and  invokes 
anxiety  about  women  as  a  cause  He 
describes  the  invention  and  establish- 
ment of  gynecological  surgery  and 
accounis  for  [his  innovation  by  the  sadis- 
tic need  to  cul  up  the  temale  genitals 
which  insecure  males  leared  so  much   n 
;  is  hard  to  deny  mat  Ihis  might  be  an 
j  elemeni  m  the  story,  but  an  hislonan  can 
I  hardly  ignore  its  relation  to  the  rapid  and 
revolutionary  medical  developments  in 
I  Ihe  penod  or  the  faci  that  Dr   Sims  new 
]  operalons  ilhe  repair  ot  the  vesico- 

■  vaginal  listulal  did  successlully  solve  a 

|  most  distressing  mlirmity  thai  countless 
women  had  suffered  wilh  ever  since  ihey 
had  been  giving  birth 
The  fundamental  insufficiency  ol  an 
I  approach  ihat  explains  oppression  and 
I  exploitation  as  a  purely  psychological 

act  Or  a  resuli  of  primarily  psychological 
.  factors  is  a  more  important  problem  ihan 
1  Ihe  weakness  ot  one  historian  s  book  lor 

■  il  is  the  same  approach  which  weakens 
gay  liberation  when  our  analysis  focuses 
too  exclusively  on  a  phenomenon 

now  popularly  called  homophobia  My 
claim  is  that  studying  -  or  attacking 
homophobia  (even  ||  it  really  does  exist 
like  a  sinister  microbe  infecting  unsus-  ' 
peeling  citizens,  families,  friends  even 
ourselves)  is  only  one  small  pad  of  our 
liberation   n  is  a  pan  thai  we  are  com- 
fortable dealing  with,  but  the  endeavor 
Often  diverts  us  Irom  the  important  work 
of  seeing  how  social  structures  and 
social  forces  use  homophobia  and  main 
tain  it,  not  as  an  accidental  aberration 
Ihat  sanify  and  good  will  would  abolish 
but  as  an  integrated  strand  in  a  system 
ol  oppression 

Perhaps  one  extended  example  ot 
Barker-Benfield's  psychological  analysis 
ol  sexist  oppression  will  reveal  what  I 
see  as  his  analytical  weakness  and  will 
thereby  illuminate  similar  weak  analysis 
within  the  gay  movement.  The  gyne- 
cological surgeon  A   K  Gardner 
recorded  his  experience  with  sludenls  al 
vivisection  as  follows 
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The  government  provides  poor  old 
work  horses  (or  the  use  ot  students,  to 
accustom  them  to  operate  ..  The  un- 
happy creature  is  led  in,  snorting  and 
trembling  at  Ihe  sight  of,  and  smell  of 
blood  around  Before  he  has  time  to 
recover  Irom  his  amazement,  his  legs 
are  drawn  firmly  together,  and  he  is 
thrown  to  the  ground     A  dozen  pupils 
leap  upon  him  and  begin  their  hornd 
operations  Wilh  a  red  hoi  iron  his 
shin  is  cauterized     One  cuts  off  two 
inches  of  ihe  tail,  a  second  two  more 
another  takes  out  the  muscle,  and      ' 
a  fourth  a  bone,  till  ihat  member  is 
entirely  gone     Imaginary  wounds  are 
probed     In  the  meaniime  Ihe  poor 
helpless  animal  struggles  and  floun- 
ders, sighs,  weeps,  groans,  screams 
He  cannot  move  The  blood  oozes 
Irom  a  hundred  orifices,  those  poor 
dumb  mouths. UN  Imaliy  death   the 
angel  of  mercy  to  the  miserable  amonq 
men  and  beasts,  comes  lo  his  relief.  , 
This  report  ot  Gardner  s  is  analyzed 
thus  by  Barker-Bendeld 

The  most  obvious  association 
here  is  between  the  budding  veienn- 
anan  students'  patient  .   and  the 
young,  medical  student  Gardner  s 
prospective  lemale  paiient     Amen- 
can  women     would  soon  be  sub- 
jects for  Gardners  knife  Gardner 


also  used  the  cautery  for  some  dis- 
eases ot  the  temale  sexual  organs 
For  Gardner  (he  cutting  up  of  a 
horse  also  connoted  the  punishment  ol 
masculinity  m  us  genital  and  sub- 
limated lorm.  and  perhaps  ot  the  son 
guilty  of  being  bom.  and  embarked  on 
the  spiral  of  hostility,  more  guilt  for  it 
more  hostility,  and  so  on  Gardner  had 
identified  himself  with  ihe  horse  receiv- 
ing cuts  Irom  the  lady  nder  s  whip 
(which  suggests  another  reason  why 
he  may  have  accepted  being  the  htre- 
Ing  ol  rich  women,  his  posiiion  com- 
bined business  with  pleasure  as  well 
as  with  hosiility)   So  this  vivisection 
ol  a  horse  seems  to  have  represented 
a  male  desire  lor  radical  punishment 
the  destruction  ol  ihe  genual  horse 
and  the  extinction  ot  life  altogether 
It  incorporated  the  desire  to  turn  in- 
ventive genius,  medicine,  and  science 
against  the  male  self  in  an  aci  ol 
scientific  selt-torture.  a  haired  tor  and 
relinquishment  ol  lulure  male  progress 
m  lavor  ol  a  relurn  to  the  past  to  ■ 
childhood,  and  to  woman  He  wished 
at  some  level,  lo  give  up  Ihe  badge  of 
male  idenhiy,  and  Ihe  success 
which  ihe  possessor  ol  the  penis 
could  attain   Punished,  cut  tortured 
blinded,  castrated,  and  reduced  to  a 
bleeding  lump,  he  would  at  last  be 
worthy  to  be  received  by  a  disem- 
bodied angel  ol  mercy,  the  apotheosis 
of  the  sainted  temale  power  thai 
Gardner  saw  his  mother  embody  The 
agony  his  birth  had  brought  her  would 
be  redeemed 

''Such  destruction  was  a  preemptive 
defense  against  Ihe  destruction  by 
which  Ihe  man  lelt  appropriately 
threalened  by  woman-as-mother." 

Though  we  must  admit  thai  Gardner 
probably  at  times  did  brulalize  women 
patienis  m  ihe  name  ol  medicine  and 
morality.  Barker-Benhelds  speculation  as 
to  his  motivaiion  is  problematic  in  itself 
and  even  worse,  distracts  Ihe  reader 
from  coming  to  grips  with  social  lorces 
thai  make  his  particular  kind  ol  sexism 
common  among  both  men  and  women  ol 
lhai  time   Similarly,  lo  psychoanalyze 
homophobic  psychialnsls,  |udges.  legis- 
lators, clergy,  etc   has  its  amusing  side 
but  is  fundamentally  distracting  and 
defeating 

Horrors  of  ihe  Half-Known  Lite 
reveals  some  ol  the  interesting  contours 
ol  yesterday  s  historical  landscape  But  its 
politically  conservative  approach  severely 
limits  its  utility  both  for  scholars  and  lor 
activists. 


People  interested  in  exploring  further 
the  19th-century  sexual  experience  will 
find  the  following  books  both  readable 
and  reliable  Mary  P  Ryan,  Woman- 
hood in  America  Irom  Colonial  Times 
lo  the  Present,  New  York,  1975  (a  fas- 
cinating account  and  brilliant  analysis  ol 
the  Iranstormalion  in  sex  roles  due  to 
industrialization);  Barbara  Ehrehreich  and 
Deidre  English.  Complaints  and  Dis- 
orders: The  Sexual  Politics  ol  Sick- 
ness. Old  Westbury,  New  York,  The 
Feminist  Press,  1973,  and  Alex  Comlori 
The  Anxiety  Makers:  Some  Curious 
Preoccupations  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession. New  York.  Delta,  1967 

In  addition  to  these  three  paperback 
Cooks,  the  following  articles  are  worth- 
while  Though  the  scholarly  |ournals  they 
are  lound  in  are  nol  as  accessible  as  (he 
above  books,  they  are  available  in  most 
university  libraries  Barker -Ben  field.    The 
Spermatic  Economy' ,  Feminist  Studies 
1(1972)   Barbara  Welter,  The  Cull  ol 
True  Womanhood   1820-1860     Ameri- 
can Quarterly  18  (1966),  pp  151-174 
Carol  Smith-Rosenberg  and  Charles 
Rosenberg,  The  Female  Animal  Medi- 
cal and  Biological  Views  ot  Woman  and 
Her  Role  in  19!h-century-Amenca," 
Journal  ot  American  History  60  (1973) 
pp  332-356  Carol  Smith-Rosenberq 
Beauty,  (he  Beast,  and  the  Mihianl 
Woman  A  Case  Study  in  Sex  Roles  and 
Social  Stress  in  Jacksonian  Amenca. 
American  Quarterly  23  |197ij.  pp  552. 
584.  and  The  Female  World  ol  Love  and 
Ritual   Relations  between  Women  in 
I9th-cen(ury  Amenca  .  Signs:  Journal 
of  Women  In  Culture  and  Society  I 
(19751   pp  1-29 

The  histoiiographical  pnnciple  quoied 
al  the  oulsei  is  from  Karl  Marx  s  The 
tflth  Brumelre  of  Louis  Bonaparte 

by  Bert  Hansen  D 


Octob#r/Body  Politic 


Gardens 


Graham  Jackson 
Catalyst  Press,  1976.  $3.95 
tan  Young's  Catalyst  Press  has  received 
some  mil-deserved  attention  of  tale  His 
own  booh  of  poetry.  Common-or- 
Gardtn  Gods  has  been  widely 
reviewed  (although  I  thought  unfairly  m 
The  Body  Politic)  and  now  Gardens,  a 
booh  Ol  short  stones  by  Graham 
Jackson,  deserves  ihe  same  attention  It 
is  a  First-rate  set  ol  tales 

Jackson  is  best  known  to  me  for  his 
erudite  and  perceptive  essays  on  oat  let 
in  TOP  and  he  bnngs  the  essayist  s 
precision  of  language  as  well  as  the 
imagisl's  vision  10  his  fiction    Gardens  is 
a  superbly  detailed  and  suggestive  story 
of  a  fifteen -year-old  lad  who  overhears 
the  conversation  and  sexual  play  ol  two 
gay  men  in  the  next  garden  "The  others 
had  totd  him  all  about  fags     So  much  of 
what  is  there  is  left  unsaid  by  Jackson, 
but  the  boy's  painful  smile  lo  his  next- 
door  neighbours  at  story's  end 
communicates  much   II  suggests  young 
Jason  is  not  the  Child  his  grandfather 
thinks  he  is.  the  child  who  still  must  drop 
his  drawers  for  occasional  whippings,  but 
a  man  who  <s  learning  lo  love  other  men 
Not  all  of  Ihe  slones  moved  or  interes- 
ted me  Frankly,  Prairie  Dieams',  a 
conversation  between  a  male  interior 
decorator  and  a  lemale  library  worker  in 
which  nothing  is  communicated,  seemed 
slight.  Oddly  the  story  was  both  blatant 
in  its  irony  and  yel  precious  at  the  same 
lime    Henrietta  and  the  Green  Man'  is  a 
fantasy  concerning  an  elderly  woman 
who  keeps  a  dwarf  locked  in  her 
basemeni  Again.  Ihe  sensibility  was  loo 
ratified  and  the  whimsy  too  Mai  and 
spiritless  tor  my  laste 

But  Ihese  are  quibbles  The  volume 
has  nearly  a  dozen  slones,  ihe  prepon- 
derance ol  which  are  finely  crafted  and  a 
joy  to  read  Another  lavorrte.  The  Shin 
Off  My  Back',  is  a  joyous,  unsenti- 
mental I  ale  of  a  ba  I  lei  en  tic  who  lusts 
alter  a  dancer  Jackson  knows  and  Ihe 
reader  knows  that  ihe  two  will  land  in 
bed  together  al  the  end  but  we  are  toyed 
with  deliciously  Like  ihe  cntie  we  are  on 
tenterhooks  until  the  invitation  up  lor 
drinks  makes  all  nght  with  the  world  As 
Gary  Osirom's  graphics  In  TOP  suggest, 
it's  the  Utile  things.. 

Jackson  is  a  sensualist  who  can  make 
Ihe  word  "naked"  dirty  once  more 
Anyone  who  can  do  lhal  has  gol  to  be 
good. 

by  Paul  F.  PearceD 


Theatre 


Our  Own  Voices 

Coftee  House 

4th  Annual  Gay  Conference 
Toronto 

II  had  never  really  happened  before  An 
evening  m  which  lesbians  and  gay  men 
attending  a  Canadian  gay  conference  gol 
together  to  socialize  and  lo  be  enter- 
tained by  performers  from  our  own 
communities  An  evening  so  packed  with 
entertainment,  in  lact,  that  there  was 
barely  enough  lime  lor  intermissions. 

There  was  considerable  vanation  in  the 
quality  of  the  music  and  theatre  acts,  but 
the  undoubted  highlighl  was  Sarah  Ellen 
Dunlop,  whose  electne-piano  rhythms 
sent  the  audience  into  a  Irenzy  of  hand- 
clapping  and  bum-bopping  Home-grown 
writing  sprouled  loo  Three  playwnghts  - 
Graham  Jackson,  Bob  Wallace,  and 
Michael  Riordon  -  produced  short 
dramatic  sketches  especially  for  the 
evening   Hioroon  s  two  playlets  were  Ihe 
mosi  politically  acute.   The  Human 
Approach  '  dramatized  the  struggle  for 
control  of  ihe  soul  ot  a  representative 
gay  man  by  a  cop  and  a  psychialnsl. 
and  "The  Freedom  ol  Arthur  True   was  a 
monologue  exposing  to  ironic  scrutiny 
Ihe  conflicting  roles  available  to  a  gay 
man  in  the  subculture  Bob  Wallace's 
Mary  Hartman    Rerun   was  a  tight- 
heaned  look  at  one  young  man  s  cruis- 
ing tactics  and  Graham  Jackson's  Two 
Artists    subtly  explored  the  tensions  of 
artistic  integrity  vs  doselry  Actors  David 
Marriage  and  Gary  Ostrom  were  the  best 
ol  a  very  capable  troupe 


The  evening  was  lairly  bursting  with 
possibilities  tor  the  future  what  about  a 
regular  coffee  house''  Why  not  a  gay 
theatre?  There  is  no  shortage  ol  talenl 
out  there  As  Ihe  person  who  initially 
made  a  few  phone  calls  to  get  Ihe 
evening  going.  I  was  amazed  al  all  the 
people  witling  to  help  out  in  such  a 
venture  The  show  was  assembled  in  a 
remarkably  short  lime  and  despite  some 
unevenness  of  content,  no  one  would,  I 
think,  dispute  the  general  competence  of 
performance  and  production  As  a  resull 
ol  thai  evening,  there  has  been  con- 
siderable interest  in  making  something 
like  it  happen  again   The  lime  may  finally 
be  npe 

I  perceived  in  Ihe  course  ot  Our  Own 
Voices  the  lineaments  ol  two  separate 
cultures  ihe  lesbian  and  the  gay  male. 
(Neither,  of  course,  are  very  highly 
developed,  II  is  only  recently  (hat  we 
could  have  even  thought  ol  such  an 
entertain  men!)  Bui  the  difference  was 
there  and  il  wasn'i  merely  lhat  the  male 
work  was  more  sexist  There  was  an 
in  tensity  of  emotion  in  the  lesbian 
reaction  to  Sarah  Ellen  Dunlop  {and  lo 
Ihe  other  women  singers  lo  a  lesser 
extent)  which  none  of  the  male 
contributors  could  malch  The  I  alter  were 
more  saline,  more  distanced.  Early  in  the 
planning  stages,  it  had  been  decided  to 
make  fhe  material  entertaining  pnmanly, 
but  with  some  gentle  political  points  II 
we  had  attempted  lo  be  more  militant 
(everyone  was  aware  of  how  difficult  that 
is  lo  pull  off).  Ihe  emotional  contrasts 
might  have  been  more  equal  It's 
possible  (hat  the  economic  dispaniies 
between  men  and  women  can  help 
account  tor  the  difference  in  lone 
women  as  yet  simply  nave  less  room  lo 
manoeuvre  in  this  society,  and  the 
emotions  ol  oppression  are  closer  lo  the 
surface.  It's  clear  from  the  success  of 
women's  music  festivals  that  attempts  lo 
create  lesbian /wo man  culture  has  some 
primacy  right  now  Perhaps  male 
energies  have  been  more  easily 
assimilated  into  traditional  show  business 

Can  Ihese  two  cultures  interact?  The 
co-exislence  on  lhat  nighl  was  an 
uneasy  one.  But  lo  be  (air.  you  don't 
come  to  something  so  unprecedented 
enlirely  free  ol  misconceptions  and  dis- 
trusl  We  were  trailing  the  conventional 
wisdom  that  the  atmosphere  ol  respec- 
tive same-sex  gathenngs  changes  when 
the  two  are  brought  together.  We  don  t 
get  much  chance  lo  test  that  proposition 

"  is  city  so  impressions  from  one 
occasion  may  mean  nothing.  In  any 
case,  it  is  no!  yel  a  meeting  of  groups  of 
equal  strength.  With  social  outlets  lor 
women  in  Toronto  as  limited  as  they  are, 
it  is  more  important  at  this  siage  thai  the 
struggling  lesbian  coffee  house.  The 
Three  of  Cups,  be  supported  and 
developed.  Bui  eventually,  the  shanng  of 
our  own  creative  voices  and  discus- 
sions ol  mutual  enticisms  could  be 
rewarding 

Certainly  the  actual  experience  of  a 
performance  helps  lo  clarity  fuzzy  or  pre- 
conoarved  notions,  political  or  otherwise, 
about  certain  kinds  of  theatre  and  music 
'  now  know,  for  example,  beyond  any 


doubt  that  the  banana- wielding  radical- 
drag,  camp  sensibility  ot  the  early  70  s 
has  nothing  to  say  to  me   It  appears  to 
say  even  less  lo  younger  people   i 
already  knew  that  women  found  it 
offensive  or  puzzling,  bul  il  look  the  per- 
formance of    You  Can  I  Gel  a  Man  With 
a  Gun",  lo  focus  my  own  reactions  to 
this  fading  form  ot  gay  mate  humor  The 
old  formula  (take  an  old  favorite  song, 
grve  it  a  same-sex. twist  and  camp  it  up 
like  mad|  was  a  manifestation  ol  enter- 
tainment under  repression  ihal  has  less 
and  less  impact  now  Bye,  bye  banana' 
Some  oiher  questions  thai  occurred  to 
me  after  thai  evening  Was  the  disap- 
proval O'  lull-frontal  nudity  in    Arthur 
True  .  and  the  accusation  of  preoccu- 
pal  ion  with  sex  in  the  mens  sketches 
justified,  or  was  il  merely  unexamined 
erolophobia?  Was  Ihe  seniimental/ 
spiritual  thrust  of  the  lesbian  music 
Simpry  a  response  lo  immediate  needs  or 
was  it  representative  ot  an  in  ward- 
looking  apolitical  perspective?  Is  writing 
something  with  specifically  gay  male  or 
lesbian  focus  in  this  coniexl  inherently 
sexisi?  Is  a  sense  of  humour  ihe  first 
thing  to  go  amongst  those  with  political 
consciousness?  Are  there  people  oui 
Ihere  who  think  ihey  have  Ihe  answers  lo 
Ihese  questions' 

by  Edward  Jackson 


Film 


The  Naked  Civil 
Servant 

Thames  Television  International 
Jack  Gold  (director) 

This  film  documents  Ihe  life  of  Quenttn 
Cnsp.  a  gay  Englishman  who.  in  his 
early  20"s,  decided  thai  his  life's  mission 
was  to  be  as  openly  gay  as  possible 

Cnsp  is  still  living  al  home  when  his 
story  begins,  and  he  has  not  yel  dis- 
covered his  sexuality  By  this  point, 
however,  he  has  come  lo  abhor  Ihe  life- 
style and  values  ol  his  parents,  and,  m  a 
curiously  ingenuous  manner,  is  quite 
open  about  his  lack  ol  sexual  attrac- 
tion to  women.  His  chiel  fascination  in 
life  seems  lo  be  his  mirror  image,  but 
this  leads  to  much  better  things  one 
night  when  he  discovers  pari  of  London's 
gay  underground,  the  late  1920s  version 
o!  today's  gay  street  and  transveslite 
culture.  Crisp  is  inslanlly  recognized  as  a 
kindred  soul  before  quite  realizing  il 
himself,  and  has  soon  discovered  Ihe 
delights  of  flamboyant  dress  and  exhi- 
bitionism In  the  late  20s.  ot  course, 
public  drag  was  impossible,  but  Cnsps 
costume  ol  brilliantly  hennaed  hair  and 
liberally  applied  facial  makeup  was  every 
bil  as  effective. 

The  film  continues  through  the  diffi- 
culties faced  then,  as  now,  by  an  openly 
gay  person:  queer  bashers,  police 


Our  Image 


harassment  dismissal  (ram  jobs,  and 
refection  ol  other  gays  The  leal  was  the 
most  insidious  persecution  ol  all,  since 
Cnsp  was  left  without  a  social  com- 
munity to  live  in  and  relate  lo  His  thends 
were  arty  liberal  straights,  emenained  by 
his  eccentric  appearance,  bul  decidedly 
uninterested  m  the  problems  he  faced  in 
soaety  as  a  whole 

It  is  precisely  these  very  affecting 
scenes  ol  gay  oppression  which  leave 
The  Naked  Civil  Servant  open  lo 
serious  misinterpretation  The  Boys  In 
the  Band  was  widely  accepted  as  a 
definitive  statement  on  Ihe  gay 
experience  despite  Ihe  narrow  segment 
ol  the  gay  population  it  portrayed  The 
two  films  cannot  be  senously  compared, 
bul  there  are  enough  stereotypical 
notions  ol  the  gay  experience  in  this  dim 
that  would  allow  i|  to  be  viewed  in  much 
the  same  manner  as  Boys  In  the  Band 
For  example,  the  film  dwells  just  enough 
on  Crisp's  loneliness  and  inability  to  find 
a  stable  and  satisfying  relationship  thai 
these  two  cliches  can  and  will  be  irotted 
out  once  again  as  pari  of  the    sad  trulh" 
of  gay  life  Similarly,  Cnsps  exhibition- 
ism  and  tlamboyanl  appearance  will  be 
seen  as  the  perverse  defiance  of  an 
unstable  mind,  rather  than  a  gay  man  s 
courageous  assertion  of  his  right  to  lead 
his  own  lifestyle  Like  Boys  In  the  Band, 
this  picture  invites  a  response  ol 
compassion  and  pity  Irom  Ihe  liberal 
consciousness,  while  it  lacilly  reasserts 
Ihe  supenority  of  heterosexual  life 

The  general  lone  of  Ihe  film  is  by  no 
means  negative,  however,  and  there  are 
many  humorous  and  exuberant  mom- 
ents Cnsp  surrounded  by  an  admiring 
crowd  ol  American  sailors,  or  the  lime  he 
lakes  home  an  American  Gl  lor  one  ot 
his  tew  really  enjoyable  sexual  encoun- 
ters As  well,  the  genuinely  terrifying  and 
angenng  scenes  of  gay  oppression  were 
transfigured  by  the  elation  one  lelt  at  a 
gay  man  rising  above  a  society 
determined  to  crush  him  The  film  ends 
on  just  such  a  note  when  Cnsp,  well  into 
his  60s,  is  confronted  by  tour  newly- 
pubesceni  punks  who  threaten  lo  report 
him  lo  ihe  police  as  a  child  molester  He 
sweeps  triumphantly  past  them  dedanng 
Ihey  can  do  no  more  to  persecute  him 
Irian  has  already  been  done,  and  that  he 
is  one  ot  ihe  stately  old  homos  ol 
England. 

The  Naked  Civil  Servant  is  a  fine 
piece  of  gay  history,  and  realistically 
documenis  an  oppressive  underground 
lifestyle  many  youngerurban  gays  have 
never  experienced  Crisp's  slory  is  an 
impressive  propaganda  piece  as  well 
His  defiant  openness  and  sell 
acceptance  are  as  inspiring  as  his 
persecution  is  angering  and  upsetting 
Whatever  reservations  many  gay  people 
have  about  drag  and  gay  stereotypes. 
Ouentin  Cnsp  speaks  to  us  all  in  a 
manner  more  encouraging  than  dis- 
heartening. Il  is  precisely  this  kind  ol 
statement  which  is  long  overdue  lo 
counter  Ihe  entertainment  media's 
slanted  view  ol  gay  life,  and  its  silence 
on  the  subject  of  gay  oppression 

by  Robert  TrowQ 
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The  Naktd  Gvtf  Servant.  •  IHmed  dramatization  of  an  autobiography  by  Quenttn  Crlep 
(|.),  Man  John  Hun  (r>.  The  film  »aa  enthualasUcaily  received  at  the  recent  «th 
Annul  Pay  Conference  In  Toronto- 
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PERMANENT 

Hair  Removal 

Remove  problem  hair  Irom 

lace,  body,  aims  or  legs 

Results  Guaranteed! 

CALL  NOW 

for 

FREE 

TRIAL  TREATMENT 

(416)481-2291 

10  a.m.  lo  7  p.m. 
Mon.  to  Fri 


Exclusive 

Canadian  Distributors 

R.L.S. 

231  Mutual  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4B  1B4 

(416)  366-2296 

(416)  366-6792 
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Metropolitan 

Community  Church 

off  Toronto 


Worship  Service*:  Office*/ Orop-ln 

Sundays  al  8  pm  Centre 

Holy  Trinity  Church  29  Granby  Street 

'0  Trinity  Square  Open  evenings 

7-12  pm 

Church  Distress  Line 

364-9799  364-9835 

Teaching  God's  Love  tor  You 
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Havelock  Ellis, 
Alfred  Kinsay, 
William  Masters  and 
Virginia  Johnson 

by 

Paul  Robinson 


In  ihis  lucid  overview,  Robinson 
i   examines  the  writings  of  (he  most 
influential  sexual  thinkers  of  this 
century.  He  identifies  the  assump- 
tions, tensions,  biases  and  modes  of 
reasoning  iha i  characierize  their 
work  and  emphasizes  their  role  as 
theoreticians. 

"There  is  so  much  that  is  right  in 
his  analysis  of  these  important 
sexologists  that  I  am  confident  Mi 
slim  volume  will  come  to  stand  in 
lieu  of  the  original  works."  - 
HerfoSpien  The  Body  Politic 
SI  0.50 
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Fitzhcnry  &  Whiteside  Limited 


The  Ivory  Tunnel 


Small  Press  Books 

Don  Mager  of  Detroit  has  done  the  gay 

community  a  service  by  compiling  his 
"Gay  Lib  Calendar'  listing  historical  and 
cultural  events  of  special  importance  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  birthdates  of 
homosexual  writers  and  artists.  Mager 
has  done  a  very  fine  job  ol  research  and 
must  have  had  to  dig  deep  with  a  left- 
handed  spade  to  unearth  some  ol  his  tid- 
bits ol  information   Wherever  did  he  find 
my  birthday,  (or  example,  or  Kirby 
Congdorisf 

In  any  pioneering  reference  work,  as 
Mager  is  well  aware,  a  lew  errors  are 
bound  lo  creep  in  -  Ronald  Firbank  is 
listed  here  as  an  "Amencan  writer". 
These  can  be  easily  corrected.  But  one 
aspect  ol  Mager  s  approach  raises  a 
more  serious  ob|ection.  The  calendar 
abounds  in  such  entries  as  "b.  1157, 
King  Richard  I,  the  Lion -Hearted.  His 
lover  was  Raife  de  Clarmont ."  This  is 
certainly  straight-iorward,  but  il  strikes 
me  as  more  than  a  little  crude.  Mager 
seems  preoccupied  with  coupling  up 
pairs  of  individuals,  each  as  "the  lover" 
ol  the  other;  sometimes  the  relationships 
referred  to  were  quite  transitory  or  un- 
certain: A  E.  Housman  and  Adalbert 
Jackson,  Flaubert  and  Maxime  du  Camp. 

Baldly  lo  describe  Vita  Sackville-Wesi 
and  Virginia  Woolf  as  "lovers"  is  to 
grossly  oversimplify  a  very  complex  and 
ither  uncomlofiablB  situationi  And  when 
lager  tastelessly  refers  lo  Peter 
■rlovsky  as  Allen  Ginsberg's  "primary 
lover",  the  spectre  of  ranked  categones 
of  "secondary"  and  "tertiary"  lovers  is 
too  unappealing  to  contemplate!  I  hope 
this  nonsense  is  dispensed  with  in  any 
subsequent  printings  except  where  it  is 
clearly  appropriate  -  Gertrude  Stein  and 
Alice  B.  Toklas,  tor  example 

The  first  edition  of  this  calendar  has 
had  to  be  inexpensively  produced  on 


Gavin  Dillard.  from  hi*  book  Rosie 
Emissions.  12  Irom  Catalyst.  315  Blantyra 
Ave.,  Scarborough,  Onl  Canada 


loose  mimeographed  sheets  The 
lettering  is  very  small  and  rather  hard  to 
read.  But  perhaps  an  enterprising  group 
out  there  would  like  to  publish  a  hand- 
somely designed  edition  If  so,  Don 
Mager's  address  Is  8011  St.  Paul  St., 
Detroit,  Ml  48214.  The  calendar  is  S3.50. 
Some  ol  the  entries  should  be  especially 
tantalizing  to  astrology  butts;  Edward 
Frtzgerald  and  Marge  Piercy  bom  on  the 
same  day! 

The  Stonewall  Human  Growth  Center 
in  Seattle,  Washington  has  txen 
operating  as  a  so-called  gay  thera- 
peutic community"  (or  live  years.  It 
began  as  a  privately -funded,  co-oper- 
ative project  among  a  number  ol  gay 
men  and  women  and  toddled  along  more- 
or-less  adequately  on  that  basis  tor 
some  time.  Then,  the  helping  hand  ol  the 


U.S.  federal  government  intruded  itsell. 
in  the  torm  ol  a  sizable  grant  from  the 
National  Institute  ol  Alcohol  Abuse  and 
Alcoholism  This  sounded  |usl  grand  at 
the  time,  but  has  turned  out  to  have 
been  the  organization's  death -knell 

The  Stonewall  Center  was  a  diversified 
amalgam,  providing  a  number  ol  cftftananl 
services  lo  gay  people  The  lederai 
grant,  on  the  other  hand,  was  restneted 
to  one  programme  and  one  only   ihe 
treatment"  ol  alcoholism.  This  meant 
that  a  single  programme  within  the 
complex  was  suddenly  inundated  with 
funds,  was  able  to  pay  salaried 
employees,  even  to  attract  additional 
funding.  It  also  meanl  that  the  centre 
was  subjected  to  various  "outrageous 
licencing,  credential  ling,  certification, 
funding  and  reporting  require  men  Is" 
According  to  Stonewall,  the  government 
bureaucracies  and  agencies  established 
to  supervise,  administer  and  oversee 
such  projects  actually  worked  against 
the  Center's  remaining  in  exislence. 

What  often  begins  lo  happen  in  such 
situations  is  that  private  donors, 
especially  those  without  much  money, 
are  no  longer  inclined  to  fork  over  their 
dollars,  feeling  that  all  that  government 
cash  should  be  enough  for  a  while. 
Volunteer  workers  too,  wonder  quite 
naturally  why  they  should  be  giving  their 
time,  energies  and  skills  tor  nolhing 
when  others  are  drawing  comfortable 
salaries  with  preshgious-sounding  titles. 
As  a  result,  things  start  to  collapse. 

Eventually,  ihe  final  blow  came  for 
Stonewall;  the  lederai  grant  money  was 
cut  off.  As  of  the  end  of  September, 
1976,  Ihe  "therapeutic  centre"  is  no 
more,  and  the  fine  old  building  that 
housed  1 1  will  be  abandoned. 

There  is  another  unpleasant  aspect  ol 
all  mis,  shown  up  by  a  booklet  Stonewall 
sent  us.  As  far  as  I  know.  Ihis  Is  the  first 
communication  we've  had  from  the 
people  there  since  the  project  began, 
and  its  main  purpose  seems  lo  be  to 
serve  as  a  very  glorified  "employment 
waffled"  brochure  for  the  now- 
unemployed  staffers.  Flattering  photo- 
graphs of  the  "Directors"  smelling 
flowers,  perched  on  ladders  or  staring 
pensively  into  the  distance  decorate 
exhaustive  lists  ol  their  credentials  in 
education,  "Counselling  Psychia- 
try", therapy,  broadcasting,  and  -  of 
course  -  the  advertising  business. 
Stonewall  may  be  running  out  of 
tax-money,  but  there  was  enough  left  in 
the  pot  to  provide  the  ringleaders  with 
this  nicely  produced  piece  ol  PR  to  be 
mailed  all  over  the  continent  {or  all  over 
the  world  for  all  I  know  -  I  ended  up  with 
three  copies  1). 

The  "Administrative  Director"  ol  all  th 
Is  one  David  Lewis,  who  surfaced  in 
Toronto  a  few  years  ago  boosting  the 
grand  new  gay  book  publishing  company 
he  was  starting;  it  was  going  to  "revo- 
lutionize the  industry"'  (that's  the  way  ad- 
men talk).  When  it  all  tell  through,  several 
writers  whose  books  had  been  promised 
publication  lor  many  months  were 
suddenly  left  holding  a  bag  lull  ol 
nothing,  Lewis  fled  to  Vancouver  where 
he  was  given  to  describing  himself  as 
"wealthy",  and  thence  to  Seattle  In  time 
to  lit  right  into  the  funded  programme  at 
Stonewall. 

I'm  sure  Ihe  Stonewall  Center  helped 
some  people,  and  that  most  ol  the  staff 
were  sincere  and  hard-working.  For  them 
too.  it's  unfortunate  that  the  whole 
business  is  now  In  Us  dying  days  giving 
of  such  an  unpleasant  smell. 

The  gnm  little  lesson  here  is  an  old 
one.  "All  that  glisters  is  not  gold, " 
maybe,  or  lookout  for  iron  lists  In  velvet 
gloves. 

Massive  amounts  of  government 
money  made  sure  Toronto  s  Rochdale 
experiment  was  doomed  belore  it  began, 
the  same  has  happened  to  the  Seattle 
centre  Co-operative  organizations 
should  not  be  too  eager  to  come  running 

beg  (or  government 
crumbs,  wagging  their  tails  with  delight 
They  may  get  kicked 

by  Ian  YoungQi 

October/Body  Politic 


KAIUHEI 


H.AUWHWG  IT 


It  pays  to  increase  your  word  power 


The  trouble  is,  no  [wo  people  mean 
siacfly  the  same  thing  by  the  same 
word.  The  resulting  confusion  leads 
directly  to  high  art.  adventure,  war  and 
chaos.  Clearly  a  hopeless  means  ol 
communication,  but  what  are  you  going 
to  do? 

Let's  get  off  to  a  good  start  with  some- 
thing we  aJJ  disagree  on.  I've  heard  any 
number  of  arguments  against  the  word 

".  most  ol  them  (rom  usually  un- 
reliable sources,  mast  along  the  lines  of 
"Gay  means  cheerful  and  you  people 
certainly  aren'l  that."  Yawn  The  Toronto 
Star  still  bans  the  word,  a  staff  wnter  told 
me,  I  suppose  because  ol  Its  political 
more  than  its  cheerful  implications  My 
own  feeling  is,  as  always,  mixed:  it's  Ihe 
only  name  we  have  thai  didn't  gel  loisted 
on  us  by  nasty,  ignorant  straights,  and 
it's  tacitly  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  who  are  it  and  many  who  aren't 
II  would  be  a  hell  ol  a  job  10  lind  or 
invent,  distribute  and  sell  another  I  think 
what  bothers  me  about  it  is  that  its  not 
exclusively  ours  and  'ts  meaning  isn  l 
entirely  dear,  even  to  us  A  male  homo- 
sexual trumpeted  defiantly  "I'm  not  gay, 
I'm  queer  "  Nolable  sennmenl;  trouble  is. 
he  was,  decidedly  peculiar,  therefore  not 
a  good  example  ol  creative  or  rebellious 
usage  To  some  people  il  means  simply 
homosexual  (is  there  such  a  thing?),  to 
others  it  can  only  mean  openly 
homosexual  (dare  I  say  "aggressively '?), 
a  word  trial's  earned  by  paying  a  certain 
kind  of  dues.  Another  interesting  objec- 
tion, oddly  enough  from  a  straight 
woman,  was  thai  it  doesn't  nng  as  il 
should,  the  way  "black'  does  -  she  said 
it's  inadequate  "because  it's  a  silly 
word."  I  suppose  we'll  just  have  to  build 
Ihe  ring  into  it  over  a  period  of  time,  by 
repetition  and  lone  of  voice.  I'm  glad  it's 
one  syllable... 

Gorgeous  word  challenges  are 
thrown  oul  all  the  time  by  good  wnters, 
even  in  reasonable  translation  Genet 
de  sen  bed  one  of  his  lovers  as  having 
"mobile  bullocks"  A  ravishing  term.  I 
couldn't  figure  11  ouf.  but  began  earnestly 
to  look  for  examples.  Gradually,  with  the 
help  of  some  body-insights  (rom  a  dance 
class  I  was  taking,  il  made  (he  prettiest 
sense:  a  wonderfully  graceful  flow  of 
freedom  through  the  bach  and  the  legs 
that  makes  some  men's  buttocks  -  if  isn't 
common  by  any  means  -  not  sloppy, 
never  sloppy,  but  mobile  There's  no 
other  way  to  desenbe  il  as  well.  (Some- 
one accused  me  ol  "objecti lying"  m  this 
little  search,  but  I  wasn't.  I  was  'particular- 
izing", which  is  quite  different.  What  sly 
Iricks  you  can  play  wilh  words.) 

Speaking  o!  "gay ",  isn't  "straight'  a 
Slupid  word?  You  can  wnng  some  rude 
possibilities  from  it,  but  generally  it 
implies  "con-eel"   As  in  Molson  Diamond 
lager  beer,  advertising  itself  as  "straight 
lager"  -  if  (here  weren't  already  ample 
good  reasons  lor  a  boycotl.  surely 
(here's  one  tor  us.  An  intriguing  alterna- 
tive to  "straight '  was  offered  in  a  news- 
paper headline  over  a  milk-markeling 
story:  "Skim  subsidizes  Homo."  If  we're 
Ihe  homos  and  they're  the  skims,  would 
2%'s  be  bisexual?  And  I  guess  cream 
would  be  on  our  side,  wouldn'i  it? 

Also  speaking  ol  "gay",  there  are  a    ■ 
greal  many  public  washrooms  In  (he 
world,  and  a  great  many  people  vis! 
them  fairly  frequently  for  one  reason  or 
another  So  why  not  more  gay  graffiti? 
Not  ol  the  -Frank  likes  hot  heavy  cocks 
call  such-and-such  a  number  venety 
(though  it"  s  probably  a  reasonable  H 
nsky  torm  of  communication  -  or  public 
relatxxis)  but  rwgher  forms,  funny  or 
wigrnp,  |  rj,d  afr^,  a))  ^  wasnrooms  on 
the  New  York  Stale  Thruway  (southbound 
at  least)  last  month,  nothing  classic.  |ust 
Gay  Rights  Nowl"  Maybe  I  should  have 
shut  up.  will  I  ever  gel  into  the  U  S 
agam?  Penknife  is  good  if  you  have  (he 
I  Hme.  spray  paint  if  you  have  the  pockets 
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either  if  you  have  the  nerve,  magic 
marker  a  practical  alternative.  I'll  be  look- 
ing tor  you. 

Promiscuous/  Erfeminate/ Deviant 
What  hateful  things  have  been  done  wilh 
and  in  the  name  of  those  words  Stupid 
people  always  ask:  "is  it  true  homo- 
sexual men  are  more  Promiscuous  than 
heterosexual  men  or  lesbians?"  Possible 
answers.  "Yes."  "No."  "Stupid  question, 
no  answer  required."  "We  are  more 
flexible  m  our  relationships  because. 
except  lor  a  giant  umbrella  NO.  we 
haven't  suffered  under  the  petty  res- 
trictions applied  to  heterosexuals;  once 
we  come  oul  from  under  the  NO  we  can 
be  pretty  tree  in  our  comings  and  goings 
-  heterosexuals,  by  the  way,  crave  this 
kind  of  freedom  and  go  to  all  sorts  ol 
bizarre  lengths  to  simulate  it.  As  for 
lesbians,  it  seems  that  if  they  throw  off 
their  doubly  onerous  NO  burden, 
anything  is  possible ."  Then  they  ask: 
"What  is  the  basis  for  the  belie!  that 
homosexuals  are  effeminate?"  That's  a 
mischievous  question,  because  they 
avoid  saying  whether  fhey  believe  il. 
Possible  answers:  "None  of  the  lesbians 
I  know  are  the  least  bit  erfeminate  "  "My 
dear,  the  very  idea  is  patently  thilly  " 
"The  basis  is:  instead  of  sensibly 
recognizing  and  enjoying  a  lull,  lively 
range  of  human  behaviour,  the  headless 
have  swallowed  whole  the  idea  of 
arbitrary  categories,  and  most  of  the 
minority  ones  have  negative  conno- 
tations Thus,  effeminate'  men.  mascu- 
line women  -eg.  East  German  swim- 
mers with  broad  shoulders  are  con- 
sidered in  some  circles  to  have  lost  any 
legitimate  claim  lo  womanhood."  How 
brainless  it  all  is. 

Deviant/deviate  is  another  matter;  I 
rather  like  it.  I  give  it  my  own  proud  in- 
flection. Webster  says:  "an  individual 
who  differs  considerably  from  the 
average."  Having  no  respect  for  Ihe 
average,  I'm  enchanted.  And  "character- 
ized by  or  given  to  considerable 
departure  from  the  norms  ol  behaviour  in 
a  given  society  '  Finding  the  norms  of 
the  given  society  (o  be  by  and  large  a 
mess.  I'm  doubly  pleased  with  myself  Ol 
course,  there's  no  denying  the  word  is 
flung  at  us  like  mud.  as  are  "promiscu- 
ous" and   effeminate". 

Seems  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  re- 
deline  the  words  tor  ourselves  and  pass 
on  the  definitions  to  as  many  people  as 
will  listen.  The  others''  If  they're  in  a 
position  to  harm  us,  we'll  have  to  silence 
them.  Somehow 

Have  you  seen  the  Big  Brother 
(healthy  adult  male  influence  for  father- 
less boys)  campaign'  "One  Boy  One 
Man",  it  throbs.  Well,  here's  a  perver- 

Ihey  say  il.  it  s  good  works,  if  we 
l's  preying  on  defenceless 
children  Did  they  have  any  idea  whai 
they  were  doing?  it  does  have  a  nice  lilt 
1  must  say. 

Words  say  worlds  about  people,  they 
spnng  out  in  bright  relief  if  you  watch  tor 
[hem  A  man  asked  me  if  I  would  mind 
tembty  if  he  "sodomized"  me.  Imagine. 
That's  a  very  rich  word,  purple  with  impli- 
cations of  enme,  sin  and  hellish  per- 
version. I  declined,  il  sounded  to  me  a 
very  dangerous  undertaking.  He  slipped 
imperceptibly  Irom  "interesting"  lo  "odd" 
in  my  ratings 

Why  on  earth  is  a  "blow  job"  called  a 
"blow  job"? 

byMtehaeiniortonD 


The  Pink  Triangle  is  a  symbol 
of  the  international  gay  move- 
ment. 

During  the  Third  Reich, 
homosexuals  wore  it  to  their 
deaths  in  the  concentration 
camps. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  will  forget  what 
happened. 

It  is  also  a  symbol  of  our 
struggle  for  full  human  and 
civil  rights. 

We  wear  the  Pink  Triangle 
so  that  no  one  can  ignore  our 
struggle. 

Just  $1.25  each,  includes    . 
postage.  Pink  enamel  on  a 
solid  copper  base,  sides  3 
cm.  Mounted  on  a  9  cm  by  5 
cm  card  which  explains  its 
historical  significance.  Please 
send  cash  or  money  order  - 
no  cheques  please  Allow  2 
weeks  for  delivery. 

Send  order  &  payment  to: 
Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639, 
Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1E4 


An  empty  slogan? 

Noi  for  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition,  an  organization  work- 
ing toward  removal  of  all  laws 
that  discriminate  against  us. 
And  for  legislation  guaranteeing 
our  civil  rights.  Find  out  more 
by  writing  for  our  10-point 
programme  for  change  and  a 
copy  of  the  NCRC  Forum, 
a  news-and-views  letter.  They're 
free,  bul  any  donalion  would 
be  appreciated. 

Help  make  Gay  Rights  Now. 
a  reality. 


C.P   24|  d.  Succ.  D,  Otta 
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National 
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PLAY 


With  an  Accu-jac.  Or  a  Jac 
Pac.  By  yourself  or  with  a 
friend. 

Accu-Jac  is  the  worlds  finest 
and  most  sophisticated  mastur- 
bation machine.  Combining    ' 
gentle  suction  with  vigorous 
massage,  Accu-Jac  brings 
results  every  time 

All  Accu-Jac  models  can 
handle  two  at  once  —  some 
can  handle  six  The  handy 
controls  let  you  select  Ihe 
intensity  of  the  experience  — 
from  a  slow  crawl  to  a  hungry 
persistent  gobbling.  Prices 
range  from  $215  to  $925  with 
a  full  warranty  included  on 
every  machine 

For  more  information,  send 
for  our  24  page  brochure  with 
colour  for  only  $3.  That  way, 
you  can  get  the  whole  story 
about  this  fantastic  and 
intriguing  product. 


Then,  while  you're  laid  back 
reading  Ihe  catalogue,  try  the 
Jac  Pac.  It  is  far  and  away  the 
finest  low-cost  masturbatory 
product  anywhere. 

The  Jac  Pac  is  an  inflatable 
cube  that  lets  you  control  the 
rhythm  and  the  tension.  How 
you  like  it  when  you  like  it.  And 
only  $9.50  delivered. 

For  a  short  time  though,  we 
at  Good  Clean  Fun  are  offering 
both  the  catalogue  and  the  Jac 
Pac  for  only  $1 1 .  Sort  of  a  way 
to  get  introduced  to  the  new 
Canadian  company  with  only 
one  thing  in  its  mind  —  play. 

For  either  the  catalogue  or 
the  Jac  Pac,  or  both  send  us 
a  money  order  or  certified 
cheque,  and  we  promise  you 
immediate  service.  Send  today 
to  Good  Clean  Fun.  Box  1466, 
Place  Bonaveniure,  Montreal. 
Quebec 


It's  all  good  clean  fun. 


FEAIUBEi 


What  do  you  say  to  a  guy 

after  you  ve 

blown  him  in  the  park? 


Ml  i  i       »  i  3  jars      xYOoy 


It  is  not  our  general  policy  to  publish 
unsigned  articles   However,  In  this  case, 
our  legal  consultants  have  advised  us 
not  to  publish  the  name  of  the  author 

It  is  illegal  lo  have  sex  in  a  public 
place,  and  a  park  is  a  public  place  The 
author  is  reporting  and  interpreting  an 
actual  incident,  and  it  is  our  understand- 
ing that  the  article,  it  signed,  could  be 
seen  as  a  confession. 

The  author  might  then  be  charged 
with  gross  indecency   That  is  a  senous, 
indictable  offence,  and  we  have 
decided  it  would  be  unwise  to  publish 
the  authors  name  The  editors. 


I  love  having  sex  in  (he  park.  I  love  the 
dark  1  love  the  hint  ot  city  lights  and  the 
streetcars  moving  on  the  hilMike  greal  tin 
fish.  I  love  the  quiet,  the  shrill,  invisible 
Birds,  Ihe  damp  grass,  the  thunder  of  a 
high  wind  in  the  trees   I  love  gelling  a 
hard-on  as  soon  as  someone  gets  within 
10  (set  ol  me  I  love  Ihe  sudden  hand 
and  the  sound  ol  zippers  The 
statuesque  men  who  peer  at  us  like 
shrubbery   The  quick,  dissolving  cum. 

I  go  two  or  three  times  a  month.  Nol  to 
the  park  that  everyone  goes  lo  in  Toronto 
bul  lo  the  local  neighbourhood  park 
across  the  street  because  it's  close  and 
it  has  a  track  so  I  can  run  a  mile  or  two 
and  then  npe  and  sweaty  and  breathless 
I  can  cruise.  II  s  easy  To  me  it  seems 
easier  than  the  baths.  They  exhaust  me, 
like  museums  In  the  park  I  can  3lmosi 
fly  and  I  seem  lo  know  instantly  whether 
I  want  thai  figure  which  has  iusi 
shimmered  into  view  and  whether  he 
wants  me  and  moslly  I'm  nght.  We  seem 
(ess  picky  m  the  parks.  The  beauties  get 
to  go  home  earlier,  ot  course,  bul  I 
suspect  that  anyone  who  slays  there 
long  enough  gets  what  he  wants  It's  not 
often  empty 
We  almost  afwav^  chat  a  bit 
"Hi." 

H.  ." 

Cooler  than  I  thought  it  d  be 

Almost  chilly 

8y  that  time  the  hand  is  on  ihe  crolch 
and  those  bnel  conversational  inanities 
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are  forgotten,  They  used  to  embarass 
me  slightly,  I  always  fell  I  really  should 
be  saying  something  shattermgly  memor- 
able, something  to  make  me  some- 
what more  than  just  another  dick  in 
search  ol  a  mouth  or  a  hand. 

"Hi" 

"Nice  night  lor  cruising." 

Thai  was  one  loray  into  Ihe  shattering. 
Nol  very  memorable.  Il  provoked  a 
slightly  hesitani  acquiescence,  as  it  Id 
drawn  attention  to  a  large  dog  turd  in  the 
grass   I  kepi  my  mouth  shul  for  ihe  re- 
mainder of  thai  encounter.  At  least,  I 
didn't  say  anything  more.  For  one  thing, 
you  have  lo  keep  watching.  The  whole 
encounter  becomes  a  strange,  heady 
mixture  ol  the  oblivious  and  Ihe  alert. 
You're  rubbing  and  sucking  and  fucking 
yef  every  few  seconds  you  somehow 
arrange  to  scan  ihe  area  -  ok,  thai  guy  s 
just  watching,  he's  been  (here  tor  five 
minules  and  he's  probably  getting  oft  on 
us  and  yeah  I've  seen  him  here  before 
he'll  just  walk  on  by     that  one.  Pull 
apart,  casual  though,  slicky  hard-ons 
crammed  quickly  and  uncomlortably 
back  into  pants,  wai).  Probably  just 
another  gay  guy  looking  tor  what  we  ve 
found  But  maybe  nol.  People  get  beat 
up  in  parks.  Badly  And  people  gel 
arrested  -  the  police  are  no!  beyond 
mimicking  the  voluptuous  if  fl  might 
mean  a  hdy  arrest  and  conviction  So  we 
wait,  probably  say  a  few  words  about 
how  busy  il  is  tonight.  Whoever'  passes 
by  and  yes  this  time  il  is  jusl  anolher  gay 
man  looking  for  what  we've  found  so 
once  more  lo  the  delicious  unzipping,  lo 
the  sitenl  scanning  and  enjoyment, 

I'm  not  embarrassed  any  more 
because  the  dialogue  doesn't  sound  like 
the  first  act  of  Earnest.  I  am  just  another 
dick  in  search  ol  a  mouth  or  hand,  a 


a  warm  and  accepting  human  noise 
Cooler  than  I  thought  il'd  be " 
That's  all  that's  necessary  That,  and 
the  final   Take  care",  which  I've  come  to 
cherish  even  though  it  verges  on  the 
corny  Thai  is.  it  all  seemed  enough,  it  ail 


seemed  very  liberating,  until  one  night 
last  week. 

About  1 1  30.  midweek,  one  of  those 
cruel,  brealhless  summer  nights.  Running 
wasn't  very  pleasant  but  I  ran  Ihe 
minimum  mile  because  I  like  lo  indulge 
the  part  ol  me  that  sees  the  sex  as  a  re- 
ward for  all  lhal  physical  exertion  Also 
because  I  speculate  that  the  gamey, 
swe»*     thtele  jusl  off  the  field  probably 
fun.         .  "0  number  of  fantasies  and 
increases  my  chances  of  scoring  early. 

A  young  man  was  sitting  on  a  bench 
He'd  been  watching  me  run,  I  figured 
that  meant  interest,  and  I  sat  beside  him. 

"Hi." 

No  response.  He  looked  al  me,  but 
quickly  looked  away. 

"Nice  night." 

Another  man  was  passing  the  bench  al 
thai  moment,  and  my  young  man  got  up 
and  walked  off  behind  him.  He  hadn't 
responded  lo  my  assessment  of  the 
quality  of  the  evening  either.  I  mentally 
harrumphed  and  decided  he  probably 
had  the  dap. 

He  was  back  in  less  than  a  minute. 
Sal  back  down,  closer  to  me  this  time, 
stared  straight  ahead  and  began  that 
slow,  casual  kneading  of  the  crolch 
which  is  so  delicious,  which  gets  its 
charm  from  the  fact  thai  il  could  be 
merely  Ihe  assuaging  of  a  persistenl  itch 
'  watched  longer  than  I  would  generally  - 
know  that  signal,  I  know  it  means  an 
ch  ft  will  take  anolher  hand  to  assuage, 
my  hand,  but  I  was  fascinated  by  this 
young  man's  total  self  absorption.  There 
were  no  sidelong  glances  in  my  direction, 
he  said  nothing,  he  did  not  move  an  inch 
closer  on  the  bench,  he  simply  stared  off 
into  the  darkness  where  the  track  reeled 
through  its  quarter  mile  and  he  gentry 
rubbed  his  crotch. 

placed  my  hand  on  his.  He  withdrew 
his  own.  and  mine  settled  comfortably 
over  the  warmbulge.  comfortably  on  to 
""     »arse  denim  No  reaction   No 
apparent  interest  in  touching  me.  Jusl 
the  staring  mto  the  darkness  and  the 
middle  distance, 

squeezed  his  cock  It  was  hard  I 


continued  the  slow,  gentle  caresses  he 
had  begun  tor  himself.  I  looked  at  his 
profile,  he  looked  straight  ahead, 
someone  watched  us  from  a  park  bench 
some  distance  away  -  I  could  see  the 
cigarette  A  sculptured  moment  -  all  that 
moved  was  my  hand. 

Sudden  motion.  His  head  lell  slightly 
forward,  the  longish  hair  obscured  Ihe 
profile.  Jerky,  abrupt  movements  un- 
fastened the  belt,  downed  the  zipper, 
tugged  the  pants  and  brief s  down  past 
his  thighs.  Uncomfortable,  broken  move- 
ments that  argued  sudden  resolution  more 
'[nan  passion.  Quiet  again  I  am  now 
sitting  beside  a  motionless  young  man 
with  his  pants  down  and  his  cock 
swaying  in  the  night  air 

I  stifle  a  sudden  urge  to  giggle  -  it's 
easy.  I'm  very  excited.  I  bend  down  and 
begin  to  suck  his  cock  -  it's  a  lovely 
cock,  and  a  lovely  young  body  and  I'm 
mmied  Something  odd  begins  to 
happen.  His  whole  body  stiffens  slowly 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  is  quite  literally 
board-like.  Heels  dug  into  the  ground, 
the  body  a  ngid  extension  supported  at 
Ihe  neck  and  thighs  by  the  back  of 
the  bench.  The  head  is  thrown  back  in  a 
kind  of  wooden  ecstasy,  the  eyes  are 
closed.  It  is  an  astonishing  and  -  I  would 
guess  -  an  unbearably  uncomfortable 
posture  and  that  adds  to  my  excite- 
ment. It  is  like  blowing  a  mannequin  on 
the  verge  of  sentience,  ft  is  as  if  what  I 
am  doing  is  drawing  the  hint  of  life  into 
something  flat  and  empty  He  has 
completely  abandoned  me.  I  do  not  even 
try  lo  put  his  hand  on  my  cock,  and  I  am 
forced  to  carry  on  whatever  surveillance  I 
can  withoul  his  assistance.  He  would  not 
notice  it  we  were  at  the  centre  of  a  quiet 
circle  of  policemen.  That  is  also  strange. 
Everyone  else  I  have  ever  had  sex  with 

the  park  has  been  as  diligent  as  I  m 
scanning  the  surround   Nol  this  one.  and 
I  have  lo  pull  myself  away  from  his  cock 
more  often  than  is  pleasant  to  ensure 
that  no  one  bul  ihe  watching  gentleman 
with  the  cigarette  is  in  the  vicinity.  No 
one  approaches  We  finish  without  inter- 
ruption 
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When  he  came,  he  whimpered  That 
moved  me  immensely,  as  did  the  way 
his  body  crumpled  into  something  like  a 
more  relaxed  human  posture  It  seemed 
his  only  concession  to  the  voluptuous, 
rather  as  it  it  had  escaped  from  him,  as  il 
he  might  have  taken  il  back  il  he  could 
And  he  was  already  on  his  leel,  slutting 
a  semi-hard  cock  inlo  his  jeans,  buckling 
up  with  the  same  jerky  motions  with 
which  he  had  first  opened  to  me 

I  wanted  to  say  somelhing  to  him.  I 
don't  usually.  I  generally  go  home  hum- 
ming because  I've  had  a  good  time  and 
I've  assumed  the  people  I've  had  sex 
with  have  done  (he  same.  This  one 
wouldn't,  though,  and  I  wanted  very  badly 
lo  say  something  to  him  that  would  -  I 
don't  know  Make  him  laugh?  Make  him 
say   Take  care"  before  he  sped  off  on 
the  bike  he  was  fumbling  to  unlock? 
Whal  do  you  say  to  a  guy  after  you've 
blown  him  in  the  park? 
What's  your  name?" 
"George." 

The  bike  is  unlocked,  he's  qeftina  onto 
the  seat. 
"My  name's    . 

I  said  thai  lo  his  back,  he  was  on  (he 
bike  and  moving,  he  may  not  have  even 
heard  me  and  if  he  did  I'm  sure  he  didn't 
believe  thai  was  my  name  /  don'l 
believe  that  fl»s  name  was  George. 

Where  did  that  leave  me?  Alone,  with 
a  hard-on,  and  the  distinctly  unpleasant 
feeling  thai  I  had  acted  very  inadequately 
in  a  crucial  human  siluation.  The  incident 
peslered  me  for  days.  I  developed  a 
whole  fantasy  aboul  George1  -  that  he 
thought  of  himseil  as  straight,  that  he 
had  a  girt  fnend  but  she  didn't  put  out 
(and  he  didn't  push  too  hard).  A  guy 
needs  a  blow-job  now  and  then  so  why 
not  go  lo  the  park  and  let  some  fucking 
laggot  get  his  rocks  off..   I  imagined  he 
really  loved  il,  was  gay,  secretly 
anlicipated  every  trip  to  lhat  park, 
desperately  wanted  to  hold  another  man, 
could  only  avoid  the  convulsions  of 
desire  by  making  his  body  into  a  rigid 
Statement  ol  non-involvement. 

I  knew  [here  were  two  kinds  of  people 
who  used  the  park  There  were  people 
like  me  (does  this  sound  smug?)  who 
were  out,  who  were  completely  accepting 
of  their  sexuality,  who  had  friends  and 
lovers  who  provided  all  the  human 
warmth  and  contact  anyone  could  need 
and  who  therefore  chenshed,  detighied  in 
bnel.  anonymous  encounters  -  thai  nasty 
stuff  that  straights  say  we're  always 
doing 

I  also  knew  thai  mamed  men  came  lo 
the  parks,  older  men  who  saw  an 
orgasm  in  Ihe  park  or  a  washroom  as 
representative  o(  the  totality  of  gay  life, 
young  men  wracked  by  guilt  for  what 
they  (eel  dnven  to  do,  who  have  not  heard 
of  The  Body  Politic,  or  GATE,  who  do  noi 
know  that  you  can  spend  an  evening 
with  another  man  in  your  arms,  a  man 
you  can  talk  lo,  laugh  with,  play  wirh. 
fuck,  a  man  you  can  see  a  second  time. 

I  knew  about  that  second  group  of 
men.  But  'George'  was  the  first  one  I'd 
had  sex  with.  He  was  17  al  most  He 
shouldn't  have  to  watt  unni  he's  24.  as  I 
did,  before  he  can  say  "I'm  gay"  and  not 
feel  a  deep  sense  of  shame. 

How  do  I  -  how  do  you.  do  any  of  us  - 
reach  George?  The  irony  is  thai  it  is  so 
easy  to  reach  him  af  crotch  level  -  we 
could  do  that  every  night  ol  the  week. 
And  George  wanis  to  be  reached  there 
but  I  think  he  also  wants  to  be  reached 
in  the  multiplicity  ol  oiher  ways  which 
make  up  human  interaction,  and  it's  our 
responsibility,  as  people  who  gol  there 
before  he  did,  lo  turn  back  and  help  him 
But  back  to  the  same  question.  What  do 
you  say  to  a  guy  after  you've  blown  him 
in  the  park? 
I've  thought  ol  various  things. 
I  enjoyed  what  we  did  together  I 
hope  you  did." 
Or     You're  gay,  you  know  So  am  I ." 
Or    "What  do  you  think  ol  gay  lite?" 


Or     I  hope  you  leel  good  about  what 
we  Ad  together " 
Or  "Didn't  I  see  you  at  a  GATE 

dance/ meeting/ social  ?' ' 

Or  "Where  do  you  go  when  you  re  not 
in  the  park?" 

See  what  I  mean  Maybe  it  s  just  me. 
but  everything  I  mink  of  sounds  pom- 
pous, or  hopelessly  contnved.  or  such  a 
jackboot  attempt  at  conversation  that  it 
would  be  an  act  of  charity  to  ignore  it 

\  .rial  about  a  pamphlet?  Il  could  say 
"Thanks  for  the  great  sex"  or  some  such 
on  the  outside,  and  then  talk  about  the 
importance  of  relating  to  other  gay 
people  in  a  wider  social  context  on  the 
inside.  But  there's  something  horribly 
Jehovah  Wrtness-ish  aboul  pamphlets,  I 
really  wouldn't  feel  comfortable  with 
them  Maybe  I  should  learn  to  Bringing 
people  out  is  more  important  than  any 
sense  of  unease  I  might  have  to 
experience 

I  could  hand  out  copies  of  this  news- 
paper I  like  lhat  idea,  though  I  try  to 
persuade  mysell  thai  it's  not  purely  out 
of  marketing  considerations.  But  there's 
something  ludicrous  too  about  running 
around  thai  park  with  a  satchel  full  of 
BP's  like  some  overgrown  delivery  boy 
The  conviction  remains,  however,  that 
I  shall  have  lo  develop  a  new  attitude  to 
my  sex  outings  in  ihe  park  Or  rather,  the 
old  attitude  won't  work  with  all  of  the 
people  I  meet,  and  I'm  going  to  have  to 
develop  a  way  ol  making  my  encounters 
with  people  like  George  more  meaningful 
to  them. 

I  still  hope  to  meet  a  lot  of  people  who 
aren't  at  all  like  George.  People  who 
have  come  to  terms  in  some  broad 
sense  with  their  sexual  orientation,  and 
who  have  realized  that  the  ability  to 
enjoy  anonymous  sex  with  no  sense  of 
shame  or  guilt  is  one  of  Ihe  triumphs  of 
the  gay  lile  style  They've  realized  that 
being  gay  is  more  lhan  just  who  you 
have  sex  with  -  it's  also  who  you  relale 
to  in  a  general  sense  and  how  you  do  it. 
it's  also  having  a  wide  circle  ol  gay 
friends,  lovers  and  acquaintances,  it's 
being  al  least  aware  of  the  gay 
movement  and  probably  in  general 
sympathy  wilh  its  goals  When  I  meet 
these  people,  we  can  say  our  tew  things 
about  the  weather  and  then  we  can  get 
right  down  to  what  we  came  there  for  - 
i.e.  an  orgasm  brought  on  by  another 
person  in  the  exciting  environment  ol  a 
park  at  night. 

When  I  meet  George  and  others  like 
him  I  am  going  to  be  much  less  sure  of 
myself.  We'll  have  sex,  yes,  because  II 
we  didn't  there  wouldn't  be  any  chance 
of  interacting  at  all.  That  is  all  he  allows 
himself  to  want,  or  all  he  thinks  there  is 
lo  want.  My  job  will  be  to  see  that  he 
leaves  the  park  that  night  feeling  he's 
made  contact  with  another  gay  person, 
nol  just  another  mouth  or  cock  Thai  he 
leaves  the  park  with  Ihe  feeling  that 
wanting  lo  have  his  cock  sucked  is 
indeed  a  wonderful  thing,  but  that  it 
might  also  be  a  wonderful  thing  to  want 
lo  suck  a  cock,  that  it  might  also  be  a 
real  mind  blower  to  actually  talk  lo 
someone  aboul  all  ot  those  wanis. 

George  is  going  to  be  suspicious  He's 
swallowed  every  nasty  lie  ever  told  about 
himself  and  us.  We  might  not  get 
through  the  first  time  we  talk  to  him  We 
have  one  thing  on  our  side  though.  Al 
some  deep  level  he  has  to  realize  that 
Ihere  must  be  another  way  of  relating  to 
people  than  the  only  way  he's  found  so 
far  -  with  his  cock,  in  Ihe  park  His  lone- 
liness can  only  make  our  job  easier  - 
even  if  he  won't  quite  lei  himself  believe 
il  at  first  when  we  tell  him  there  are  gay 
people  who'll  say  they're  gay  before  a 
whole  room  full  ol  people  Gay  people 
who  really  mean  it  when  they  say  "I'm 
proud  to  be  gay ". 

Walch  out,  George  You  might  go  into 
the  park  one  night,  and  find  you've  gone 
right  out  through  your  closet  door  fj 
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MONEY  NEEDED  NOW 
FOR  DAMIEN'S  DEFENCE 


■uary  T,  1975.  something 
happened  to  change  Ihe 
prospect*  tor  gay  people  in 


n  ihjt  day.  as  on  nearly  every 
other  day,  homosexuals  were  being 
intimidated,  harassed  and  fired  in 
their  workplace  solely  because  they 
were  gay. 

Bui  one  of  the  homosexuals  fired 
that  day  decided  to  fight  for  his 
rights.  Thai  man  is  John  Damien  and 
thi>  11  about  his  fight  —  our  fight. 

John  Damien  had  been  in  the  rac 
inH  business  for  twenty  years,  first  as 
a  jurkey.  then  as  a  trainer  and  finally 
us  a  racing  steward  [or  the  Ontario 
Racing  Commission  ]ORC\.  During 
those  twenty  years.  John  did  each  job 
well,  progressing  finally  to  become 
one  of  three  Ontario  racing  stewards. 
Eric  Barber,  a  steward  with  John  at 
the  tracks,  said  after  the  firing  "I 
found  no  fault  in  Mr,  Damien's  work." 

And  John  never  hid  the  fact  he  was 
gay ,  n or  did  he  broadcast  it.  As  far  as 


|ohn  Ddmirn,  the  Ontario  racing 
tteward  who  wot  fired  by  the  Ontario 

goi'ernment  far  being  o  homosexual. 
Hit  job  mu  to  rule  on  every  aspect  of 

life  at  the  trackt. 

he  was  concerned,  it  was  common 
knowledge  "on  the  backs Irelch"; 
many  of  his  working  associates 
agree. 

So  comes  February  7.  John  is 
asked  to  come  to  the  personnel  offices 
to  speak  with  the  director.  P.C.  Wil- 
liams. Williams  informs  John  he  will 
not  be  rehired  and  offers  him  a  bribe 
or  11200  Hater  increased  to  S1700) 
and  a  letter  of  recommendation  if  he 
will  resign  quietly. 

Any  other  employee  would  have 
the  right  to  have  his  case  beard 
before  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
and  lo  put  up  a  fight  —  the  ORC 
would  not  accord  John  that  right.  He 
refused  to  resign  and.  after  some 
thought,  went  to  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  in  Toronto  {GATE] 
for  help. 

A  lawyer  was  found  and  a  news 
conference  was  held  announcing  that 
Damien  was  launching  two  lawsuits 
aswollasan  appeal  before  the  Ontar- 
io Human  Rights  Commission 
(OBBC1 

The  lawsuits: 
Damien,  represented  by  Har- 
ry Kopyto.  sued  the  ORC  for 
1350.000  for  wrongful  dismis- 
sal and  the  directors  of  the  ORC.  the 
Ontario  Jockey  Club,  and  assorted 
people  like  Williams  (or  SI  ,000.000 
far  "conspiracy  lo  injure  John 
I ") am i en  at  his  trade*. 

John  said  one  other  thing  at  the 
news  conference  which  is  important 
later:  he  admitted  he  had  once  had  a 
relationship  with  someone  at  the 
track.  As  had  most  of  the  straight 
officials- 
After  the  news  conference,  the  shit 
hit  the  fan.  The  Gtobt  and  Mail 
contacted  each  of  the  defendants  (Le 
the  ORC.  Wilhams  etc,  u*re  oo 
the  offensive  in  this  case)  and  tried  lo 
determine  from  them  the  real  reason 
October 


II  Williams,  personnel  director  of  the 
Ministry  of  Consumer  and  Corporate 
Relations  UVGfcCR],  the  government 
branch  In  charge  of  (he  ORC  and  the 
man  who  had  offered  Damien  the 
bribe,  said:  "The  non- reappointment 
|me  believe  that  truant  firmg  m  Etlg- 
.'■  '.  I  i.i'  Mr  Damien  had  nothing  lo  do 
with  his  being  a  homosexual  or  not." 
What  it  did  have  lo  do  with,  he  was 
not  so  anxious  lo  say. 
21  W.H.  McDonnell,  director  of  the 
ORC.  called  upon  his  lese  majesle  lo 
declaim:  "We  don'l  have  to  give  any 

3)  Charles  McNaughton,  chairman  of 
ihe  Racing  Commission  was  a  little 
more  straightforward:  "What  did 
you  expect?  He  was  a  faggot-"  He 
hurried  lo  add.  lo  ensure  he  was 
completely  understood:  "Mr.  Damien 
performed  his  duties  well  in  the  past. 
It's  not  because  he  wasn't  a  good 
judge."Thank  you  Mr.  McNaughton. 
And  then  the  coup  de  grace.  Mr. 
Sidney  Handleman.  minister  in 
chargeof  the  MCACR.  dropped  by  to 
announce  that  "Damien  has  been  and 
would  probably  continue  lo  be  a  good 


And  finally  they  refused  lo  appoint 
a  Board  of  Inquiry,  claiming  that  sex 
in  the  Code  did  not  include  'sexual 
orientation'.  But  the  real  reason  came 
out  later. 

Damien's  lawyer  sued  the  OHRC 
to  make  tbem  change  their  decision. 
At  the  trial,  an  interesting  letter 
surfaced  —  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
Bctte  Stephenson,  who  is  charged 
with  ensuring  the  fairness  of  Ihe 
operation     of     the     OHRC  —  had 


have  known  of  him  before  ihey  fired 
John.  But,  if  they  could  not.  it  meant 
Ihe  defence  only  knew  what  it  had 
learned  at  the  press  conference.  The 
defendants  were  ordered  to  name  the 
person.  They  appealed  this  ruling, 
adding  more  delay  to  the  trial. 

When  the  defendants'  appeal  was 
lost,  they  admitted  they  could  not 
name  Damien's  friend.  The  allegation 
was  dropped. 

Al  this  point.  Ihe  two  ■-nil    ■  •■■■••  '.■■! 


I 


npeler 


TheGtobf  reached  the  conclusion  ■ 
the  only  conclusion  that  any  gay 
person  could  ever  reach  —  thai  John 
Damien  had  been  fired  not  because 
he  was  incompetent,  not  because  of 
any  sexual  or  other  'irregularities', 
bul  become  he  wot  gay.  The  Globe 
called  it  'abominable  behaviour'  on 
the  pari  of  the  Ontario  government. 
John  Damien  ought  lo  be  rehired. 

What  a  perfect  tiny.  Imagine  a 
homosexual  who  would  not  shul  up. 
who  would  not  be  intimidated,  and 
who  would  not  slink  off  after  losing 
his  job.  John  Damien  was  causing  the 
Ontario  government  a  great  deal  of 
embarrassment.  McNaughton  sum- 
med it  up  best  when  he  whined:  "We 
prepared 


I  Liken  I  mm  him  n 
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.  Bul  he  wouldn't  do  it. 
He  blew  iL  He  wanted  to  make  a 
cause  celeb  re  out  of  it.  All  this 
doesn't  make  very  prelty  reading 
you  know."  I  guess  it  depends  on 
what  side  you  are  on.  Charles. 

leanwhile 

|Al  Ihe  same  lime  thai  Ihe  law 
>  being  launched  in  the 
|Supreme  Court  of  Ontario,  a 
sopened  by  Damien  and 
his  lawyer  at  the  OHRC.  The  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  prohibits 
ilhebasisof  sex  (i.e. 
i  the  grounds 
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The  OHRC  realized  this  was  a 
shortcoming  of  the  legislation  and 
had  promised  GATE  long  before  the 
Damien  case  that  it  would  record 
cases  of  discrimination  against  gays 
and  informally  mediate  them.  This 
was  a  tacit,  though  informal  admis- 
sion that  our  rights  ought  to  be 
protected  by  the  Code  as  well. 

The  procedure  for  Ihe  OHRC  to 
follow  after  a  complaint  is  spelt  out 
very  plainly.  It  must: 
al  accept  and  file  com  plain  Is 
b)an  investigation  must  be  made 

c)  a  reconciliation  of  opposing  parties 
must  be  attempted 

d)  a  decision  must  then  be  made 
whether  or  not  a  Board  of  Inquiry 
should  be  appointed. 

So  what  happened  to  Damien? 
When  he  went  to  file  his  complaint  at 
the  Commission's  office,  they  would 
not  even  give  him  the  forms  until  his 
lawyer  threatened  tbem.  So  to  hell 
with  lal.  Then  il  refused  to  hear  the 
Damien  submission  until  over  100 
prominent  people  had  signed  a 
petition  and  nearly  150  gays  had 
rallied  in  its  support. 

Then  when  they  finally  consented 
to  listen,  they  were  quick  lo  charac- 
terize Ihe  meeting  as  'informal'. 
TTiere  went  lb)  and  lei. 


written  to  Ihe  OHRC  at  the  very 
beginning  of  Damien's  petition  to 
advise  them  not  to  appoint  a  Board  of 
Inquiry  into  Ihe  mailer. 

The  entire  OHRC  reaction  lo 
Damien's  brief  had  been  decided  long 
before  it  was  presented.  In  Ontario, 
they  call  this  justice.  The  person  who 
made  Ihe  decision  was  a  minister  in 
the  very  government  that  was 
charged  with  committing  the  dis- 
crimination. In  Ontario  Ihey  call  that 
justice  too. 

The  OHRC  suit  today: 
In  the  early  stages  of  the  suit 
against  the  OHRC,  the  ORC 
obtained  permission  to  join  as 
a  defendant  in  Ihe  suit. 

This  had  two  effects.  First,  the 
trial  had  to  be  postponed  to  give  the 
ORC  time  to  'prepare  its  case'. 
Every  delay  and  procedural  scuffle 
cost  Damien  money,  something  he 
has  very  little  of.  Secondly,  Damien 
would  be  vulnerable  to  cheap  and 
wearing  attacks  by  the  defence  in 
their  atlempl  to  find  anything  they 
could  use  against  him  in  the  other 
trial. 

For  both  the  financial  reason  and 
the  strategic  reason,  a  decision  was 
made  to  drop  the  OHRC  suit  and 
press  ahead  with  the  suit  against  the 
ORC. 

Thesuit  against  the  ORC  cont'd: 
Prom  tne  time  that  the  suit 
was  launched,  the  ORC's 
strategy  has  been  to  delay  the 
proceedings  and  thus  increase  the 
strain  on  Damien  and  his  financial 
resources.  It  has  been  nearly  two 
years  and  the  ORC  has  not  won  a 
motion.  But  il  has  not  been  for  lack  of 
trying. 

Their  first  ploy  in  court  was  lo 
claim  that  Damien  was  not  fired 
because  he  was  a  homosexual.  They 
wanted  that  part  of  Damien's 
claim  —  the  most  important  part  — 
struck  from  the  motion.  A  lower 
court  judge  complied  which  lead  lo  a 
delay  while  Kopyto  appealed  to  the 
Ontario  Supreme  Court.  That  court 
overturned  the  lower  court's  ruling 
and  reinstated  Damien's  claim. 

Then  the  ORC  tried  another  tack. 
They  claimed  the  real  reason  Damien 
was  fired  was  because  he  had  made 
love  to  an  employee  of  the  track.  This 
was  a  potential  conflict  of  interest 
since  he  might  have  lo  make  a  ruling 
on  this  person  in  bis  job  as  steward. 

Remember  that  Damien  had 
mentioned  this  very  fact  at  his  news 
conference.  Damien's  lawyer  asked 
lo  court  lo  have  the  defendants  name 
the  person  Damien  had  slept  with.  If 
they  could,  then  Ihey  may  in  fact 


SUMMARY 


When  |ohn  Damien  losl  his  job 
nearly  two  years  ago,  he 
decided  to  fight  against  the 
discrimination 

The  legal  battles  have  cost 
)ohn  a  lot  —  bolh  in  terms  of 
his  time  and  energy,  and  in 
terms  of  money 

Until  now,  gay  people  have 
given  generously  to  help  |ohn 
meet  the  costs  of  his  legal 
battle 

But  the  big  trial  begins  in  one 
month,  and  the  Defence  Fund 
is  without  money 

John  needs  our  help  now 
more  than  before  Remember, 
if  John  wins  we  all  win  If  he 
loses  because  he  doesn't  have 
enough  money  to  fight,  we  all 
lose. 

Please  give  generously  to 
help  the  Defence  Fund 

And  send  it  today,  not 
tomorrow  John  needs  us  now 


paths  as  we  saw  earlier.  The  ORC 
joined  the  OHRC  suit  in  order  to 
question  Damien  and  find  out  some- 
thing,  anything  on  John.  One  single 
fact,  and  they  would  build  a  legal 
strategy.  And  keep  the  trial  from 
going  forward  for  a  while  again.  At 
some  point  they  must  believe  that 
either  Damien  or  his  resources  will 

By  quitUng  the  OHRC  suil, 
Damien  stopped  their  strategy. 
Things  are  moving  ahead  very  fast 
now.  Hearings  or  discovery  in  the 
main  Irial  have  just  finished,  and  Ihe 
full  trial  is  scheduled  for  laic  October 
or  early  November. 

What  Damien's  case  means  lo  us 
John  Damien  was  fired 
because  he  is  gay.  The  Ontario 
government  thought  Ihey 
could  fire  a  man  because  he  was  a 
homosexual  even  I  ho  ugh  he  did  his 
work  well  and  had  spent  over  Iwenly 
years  gelling  the  necessary  exper- 
ience for  his  position. 

We  are  all  gay,  ihose  of  us  who 
write  for  and  read  this  newspaper. 
The  same  thing  could  happen  to  any 
of  us  that  has  happened  to  John. 
Fired,  not  because  we  cannot  do  our 
jobs,  but  because  we  love  someone  of 
the  same  sex.  We  have  no  job 
security  as  gays. 

And  we  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  our 
employers  —  underpaid  because  we 
are  gay,  intimidated  because  we  are 
gay.  unable  to  risk  confronlationa 
because  we  are  gay.  and  wilhout 
legal  recourse  when  we're  fired 
because  we  are  gay.  We  will  be  al 
their  mercy  until  we  fight  back. 

John  Damien  is  fighling  back.  With 
everything  that  he  has  got.  But  that 
is  not  enough.  We  must  help  too, 

We  arc  all  enraged  with  Ihe 
treatment  that  John  has  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  Ihe  ORC  and  the  OHRC. 
And  just  from  reading  a  sketchy 
outline  nf  his  struggle,  we  feel  some 
of  the  exhaustion  that  he  must  feel. 

But  we  must  also  feel  some  of  his 
exhilaration  —  he  is  going  lo  win  — 
il  is  closer  every  day.  The  Irial  we 
have  been  waiting  for  for  nearly  two 
years  is  only  a  month  away. 

John  needs  only  to  hold  on,  keep 
fighting  and  to  have  Ihe  meana  lo 
keep  on  fighting.  Thai's  where  we 

John's  defence  fund  is  empty.  And 
the  biggest  need  is  right  now.  We  can 
help  John  —  and  in  so  doing,  help 
each  and  every  one  of  us.  No  one  else 
will  ever  do  it  for  us.  We  must  do  it 

John  has  stood  up  —  gay  and 
proud  and  angry.  Won't  you  stand  up 
too,  and  help  him  fight? 

Send  as  much  as  you  can  to  help  in 
his  trial.  The  John  Damien  Defence 
Fund  needs  money  now.  So  please 
send  it  today. 

And  tomorrow,  we  will  all  be 
stronger  —  and  prouder  —  and  gay. 


I  am  enraged  at  the  treatment  lohn  has  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  ORC  and  the  OHRC  I  understand  that  |ohn 
can  win  this  fighi  with  our  help  A  victory  for  John  would 
be  a  step  towards  |ob  security  for  all  gays 

I  am  enclosing  a  donation  of to  help 

win  this  fight. 

The  Comminee  lo  Defend  John  Damien 
Box  117.  Station  V 
Toronto,  Ontario  M6H  3A4 
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Doing  some  baking? 

Then  come  to  a  bakery  for 
the  things  you  need 


The  Upper  Crust  Natural  Bakery  that  is. 


We  have  everything  from 
apricots  to  yeast,  including 
honey,  oils,  nuts  and  dried 
fruit,  baking  powder,  molas- 
ses and  a  wide  selection  of 
the  same  unbleached,  un-  ,.,....  ..,. 

treated  flours  and  grains  that    while' you're  here), 
we  use  in  our  own  breads" 


In  short  everything  you'll  need 
except  hardware,  your  own 
two  hands  and  a  bit  of  inspir- 
ation and  perseverance  (and 
if  that  fails  remember  you  can 
always  pick  up  a  loaf  of  ours 


TRAIN 


The  Summerhill  Market 
1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto 
Just  south  ot  the  Summerhill 
liquor  store 

Telephone:  922-8661 

Monday-Wednesday:  9:30-6  30 
Thursday  4  Fhday:  9:30-9  00 
Saturday:  9:30-6:00 


the 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery 


AN  AIR-MOTION  SICKNESS  BAG  TO 

the  two  men  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who 
filed  charges  against  three  men  who 
winked  al  them  in  a  restaurant.  Police 
say  the  two  diners  became  nauseated. 
Maybe  the  winkers  just  had  something  in 
their  eyes. 

THEIR  LEGS  TURN  INTO  WHEELS 
AND  THEY  DEVELOP  THIS  CRAVING 
FOR  DIESEL  FUEL  From  London  Gay 
News:  Top  expert  on  fertility  problems. 
Professor  Ivor  Mills  of  Cambndge 
University,  claims  thai  the  same  drive 
that  compels  women  liberationists  to 
assert  themselves  in  "a  Man's  world." 
also  makes  them  produce  excessive 
male  hormones.  The  good  professor 
stales  that  aggressive  feminists  are  in 
danger  of  becoming  barren,  growing  hair 
on  their  chests  and  becoming  homo- 
sexuals. He  even  claims  10  have  dealt 
with  this  problem  frequently  at  his  clinic 
QUICK  LOOK  UNDER  THE  BED...  OH 
NO!  BOGEYMEN!  Washington  The  Big 
Brothers  organization  in  the  DC  area  has 
adopted  a  policy  that  compels  all  "pros- 
pective Big  Brothers"  10  sign  a  state- 
ment that  they  are  not  and  never  have 
been  homosexuals  The  DC  Human 
Rights  Commission  will  investigate. 


PASS  ME  MY  PUMPS,  MOTHER, 
THESE  SPIKES  ARE  KILLING  ME 

Ernest  Howse.  lormer  moderator  ot  the 
United  Church  in  Canada,  now  religious 
columnist  lor  the  Toronto  Star, 
wntes  (Sat.  Aug.  21)  that  homosexuals 
are  like  others  outside  the  human 
"norm"...  the  neurotic,  the  blind,  the 
deformed.  He  deplores  Ihe  term  "gay" 
and  says  that  to  say  "Gay  and  proud  ot 
it"  is  much  like  saying  "Bom  blind  and 
Proud  of  it"  (Well?)  Ternfied  that  "... 
spread  widely,  it  would  destroy  society 
and  humanity,"  he  calls  upon  medical 
science  to  commit  its  full  resources  to 
finding  the  truth,  We've  lit  a  candle  for 
him. 

WE'VE  SENT  HIM  AN  EXPLODING 
COPY  OF  AFTER  DARK  Paul  Lynde,  in 
an  interview  with  Cliff  Jahr  in  Ihe  Village 
Voice.  July  5th,  1976.  offers  with  rather 
unfounded  paranoia,  "My  following  is 
straight  not  gay.  I'm  so  glad.  Y'know 
gay  people  killed  Judy  Garland  but 
they're  not  going  to  kill  me." 

SUFFER  THE  LITTLE  CHILDREN  TO 
COME...  Jimmy  Carter  the  Democratic 
hopeful,  has  a  younger  sister,  Ruth 
Carter  Staplelon,  46,  practising  a  bizarre 
form  ol  psycho- religious  counselling   In 
her  book  The  Gift  ot  Inner  Healing  she 
recounts  how  a  young  man  came  lo  her 
because  he  was  troubled  about  his 
homosexuality.  In  a  guided  "daydream" 
she  "took"  Jody  back  to  the  age  ol  six 
and  led  him  through  a  game  of  base- 
ball with  Jesus  Christ  (Mr  L  with  both  of 
them  coming  up  lo  bat,  etc.  etc  She 
claims  this  resulted  in  Jody  giving  up  his 
homosexuality  We  think  it  s  because  he 
probably  never  gol  past  "first  base  " 

THE  KNOT  SICKENS  We  received  a 
report  from  Frosinone,  Italy,  concerning 
100  persons  who  were  stricken  with  food 
poisoning  aher  eating  a  wedding  cake 
.a™  printing  this  item  as  a  service 
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Lesbians  struggle 
at  Nellie's  women's  hostel 


NEW! 


Nellie's  is  a  short-term  hostel  in  Toronto 
for  women  in  crisis  battered  and 
runaway  wives,  transient  women,  women 
without  money  or  a  place  to  stay  .The 
stall  and  residents  at  Nellie's  have 
organized  an  emergency  occupation  to 

n  long-lefm  si  able  funding  Since  they 
opened  in  1974,  they've  had  to  cope  with 
short-slatting,  lack  ol  funds,  and  the 
consequent  need  to  turn  more  and  more 
women  away 

Now  the  Government  cutbacks  are 
creating  more  ol  a  demand  for 
emergency  shelter,  and  oiher  services, 
because  more  and  more  women  are 
being  thrown  into  poverty   The  money 
and  sen/jces  thai  go  fo  women  have 
been  the  hardest  hit  The  cutbacks  have 
come  from  every  level  ol  government, 
the  Family  Allowance  freeze,  wage  con- 
trols, and  Unemployment  Insurance 
(lederal);  daycare,  welfare,  and  health 
care  (provincial),  daycare,  housing,  etc 
(municipal) 

In  Toronto,  there  are  only  77  emer- 
gency beds  available  to  women, 
compared  to  1,200  tor  men'  Nellie's,  one 
ol  si*  women's  hostels,  had  a  minimal 
budgel  lor  1976  ol  5168,000,  and  a  ceil- 
ing of  585,000  from  Metro  Social 
Services  The  search  tor  private  lunds 
has  yielded  little,  which  means  lhal 
Nellies  will  be  at  least  535,000  in  debt 
by  the  end  ol  the  year  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  staff  is  offen  forced  to 
work  30  extra  hours  per  week  without 
pay.  lack  ol  secunty  precautions  have 
meant  assaults  on  the  staff  and  resi- 
dents, (here  are  bad  sanitary  con- 
ditions, a  lack  ol  space,  facilities,  and 
counselling  for  the  women  who  come  to 
Nellies  doors 

Growing  support  lor  their  fighl  is 
making  it  possible  for  the  women  at 
Nellie's  to  say  they'll  continue  the  occu- 
pation until  they  win  The  cnsis  there  is 
the  same  cnsis  lacing  many  community 
services  run  by  and  for  women  Most  of 
these  services  were  set  up  to  meet  basic 
needs,  employmenl  cenires.  immigrant 
services,  hostels,  rape  cnsis  centres,  etc. 
Because  they  have  never  been  recog- 
nized as  a  social  necessity  deserving 
adequate  funding,  loo  many  are  now 
being  lorced  to  close  or  to  operate  on  a 
steady  diet  of  low-paid  and  unpaid 
(volunteer)  work   Workers  must  endure 
long  hours,  bad  working  conditions,  and 
face  curtailment  of  services  These 
services  are  seen  as  mere  woman's 
work  and  are  run  largely  on  a  pool  of 
cheap  female  labor  -  the  same  one  thai 
works  for  love  in  the  home. 

Nellies  supporters  are  demanding 
permanent  adequate  funding  for  Nellie's. 


a  long-term  residence  lor  women,  and 
new  governmeni  policies  toward  long- 
term  adequate  tundmg  lor  community- 
based  services 

Lesbian  women  are  among  ihe 
strongest  supporters  ol  Ihe  occupation. 
One  of  the  possibilities  that's  becoming 
less  and  less  open  to  women  because  of 
Ihe  economic  cnsis  is  lesbianism.  Those 
of  us  who  have  been  able  to  avoid  or 
leave  marriages  have  to  subsisl  on  low 
women's'  wages,  welfare  or  unem- 
ployment insurance,  all  ol  which  have 
been  systematically  cut  back  Most 
lesbians  are  trapped  in     dependent 
relalionships  wilh  men  or  our  lamilies  by 
the  lack  of  our  own  money 

All  of  us  are  more  vulnerable  lhan  ever 
to  Ihe  constant  pressure  lo  hide  our  les- 
bianism -  al  home,  on  the  |ob,  in  Ihe 
streets,  and  in  the  courts.  How  many 
more  women  might  come  oul'  of 
unendurable  home  siluations  it  we  could 
afford  food,  clothing,  medical  care  and 
decent  housing  (or  ourselves  and  our 
children'' 

Lesbian  women  among  the  staff. 
residents,  and  supporters  ol  Nellie's 
have  helped  build  Ihe  occupation  by 
writing  leilers  lo  ihe  newspapers  and 
carrying  our  own  placards  in  a  targe 
delegation  to  Queen  s  Park.  We  have 
spoken  as  lesbians  on  behalf  of  Ihe 
struggle  al  Nellies  about  how  fed  up  we 
are  with  the  cutbacks   The  governmeni 
has  counted  loo  long  on  women's 
natural'  capacity  for  sell- sacrifice 

Wages  Due  Lesbians  was  planning  to 
go  to  Ihe  4th  Annual  Gay  Rights 
Conlerence  and  lo  give  a  workshop  on 
the  Wages  lor  Housework  Campaign. 
We  cancelled  because  Nellie  s  look 
precedence   fn  the  leaflet  we  wrole  lo 
explain  our  choice  we  said  "...  the  strug- 
gles ol  lesbian  women  and  gay  men  will 
be  connected  on  our  terms." 

The  fact  that  the  Gay  Conlerence 
endorsed  the  aims  of  the  struggle  at 
Nellie's  is  a  real  confirmauon  of  the  im- 
portance of  lesbian  women  setting  up  our 
own  pnorities  and  having  the  men  sup- 
port us  When  we  are  subsumed  m  the 
men's  organizations  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  but  our  weakness  as  women  -  we 
just  serve  time'  while  others  define  our 
goals.  As  we  build,  with  struggles  like  the 
occupation  at  Nellie  s.  the  power  ol  a 
movement  ol  women  -  lesbian  and 
straight  -  which  is  based  on  our  need  lor 
and  money  of  our  own,  we  will  end 
our  subordination  within  the  gay  move- 
ment and  have  some  power  to  offer  the 
men. 

by  Wages  Due  Lesbians  G 


montreal 


Olympic 

crackdown  brings 
world-wide  protest 

Messages  of  solidanly  from  gay  groups 
in  6  different  countries  have  been 
received  m  support  of  the  recent  struggle 
against  ihe  police  crackdown  on  the  gay 
communities  m  Montreal  and  Ottawa. 

"We  wish  lo  express  our  sharpest 
protest  againsl  the  persecution  of  a 
population  group  that  is  already  oppres- 
sed,   stated  the  Danish  Gay  Liberation 
Front  in  a  resolution  adopted  by  The 
New  Society,  a  galhenng  ol  1500  people 
from  a  variety  of  political  and  social 
movements 

"Whal  happens  in  Montreal  pretends 
to  save  a  moral  that  is  already  dis- 
credited. .  It  reminds  us  ol  Ihe  way 
homosexuals  were  treated  in  Nazi 
Germany  and  are  treated  in  fascist 
slates  like  Chile  and  Spam  loday." 

The  proiest  was  lorwarded  to  Pnme 
Minister  Trudeau,  Montreal  Mayor 
Drapeau,  the  Canadian  Embassy  in 
Copenhagen,  the  Danish  Olympic  Com- 
mittee and  several  Montreal  news- 
papers 

"We  wish  to  express  our  support  lor 
Ihe  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  in 
resisting  all  activities  ol  Ihe  police  which 
further  the  oppression  ol  gay  people  in 
Canada,  wrote  the  South  London  Gay 
Liberation  Front 

Other  letters  ol  solidarity  were 
received  Irom  the  New  South  Wales 
branch  ol  the  Australian  Campaign 
Against  Moral  Persecution,  Ihe  Scottish 
Minorities  Group,  the  Union  lor  Sexual 
Freedom  in  Northern  Ireland  and  ihe  Gay 
Activisls  Alliance  in  New  York. 

by  Stuart  Russell 


Bathers  defend 
beach 

Gay  people  joined  together  recently  lo 
defend  their  right  to  quietly  enjoy  a  public 
beach  without  harassment 

Hanlan's  Point  beach  on  Toronto 
Island,  a  lavonle  sunning  spot  lor  local 
gays,  was  invaded  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon by  Ihree  club-wielding  thugs  They 
appeared  to  have  been  dnnking 

The  Sight  of  two  men  walking  hand- 
m-hand  on  the  beach  so  angered  Ihe 
three  lhat  they  approached  and  struck 
one  of  them  in  the  face  with  a  club 
When  it  became  clear  that  trouble  was 
developing,  every  gay  person  in  the  area 
immediately  rose  to  [heir  feel  and  sur- 
rounded the  punks. 

The  show  of  solidarity,  exhilaraling  to 
many  of  those  who  were  there, 
prevented  further  violence  and  reduced 
Ihe  encounter  lo  name-calling  and 
insults 

"This  wouldn't  have  happened  6  years 
ago",  one  spectator  commented  after- 
wards. "We  would  have  all  just  fled  as 


last  as  we  could 

When  the  attackers  returned  once  and 
began  throwing  rocks  into  Ihe  midst  ol 
the  sunbathers.  the  police  were  called 
and  the  thugs  ordered  oul  Ol  the  area 

Charge  ol  assault  may  be  laid  by  the 
injured  man 

Gay  group  formed 
in  Canadian  prison 

In  early  August  ol  this  year  a  group  ol  gay 
pnsoners  al  Wark worth  medium  security 
pnson  in  Ontario  approached  the  prison 
psychiatnst  with  the  request  that  he  help 
them  to  form  a  group  in  the  prison  The 
psychiafnsi  agreed,  presented  Ihe  pris- 
oners' request  to  the  appropriate  aulhon- 
ty.  and  in  due  course  permission  lor  the 
group  was  granted 

The  pnsoners  meet  once  a  week 
under  ihe  auspices  ol  the  prison 
psychologist  and  discuss  various  aspects 
of  being  gay.  and  in  particular  |he 
situation  of  being  gay  in  pnson. 

The  pnson  authorities  are  now  being 
asked  lo  make  available  certain  books 
on  the  subject  ol  homosexuality,  and, 
hopefully,  laler  in  the  year  lilms  and  visit- 
ing speakers  will  be  allowed  in  for  the 
group 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  this  is 
Ihe  first  gay  group  in  a  Canadian  pnson, 
and  possibly  anywhere  in  North  Amenca. 

A  name  tor  Ihe  group  has  not  yet  been 
deeded  upon 

Persons  wishing  further  inlormation  on 
this  group  are  acked  to  contact  Slan 
through  the  TAG  (Toronto  Area  Gay 
Telephone  Line)  phone  number  (416) 
964-6600 


First  university  gay 
studies  course  starts 

Australia's  first  gay  studies  course  to  b< 
offered  by  an  institution  of  higher  edu- 
cation began  in  July  at  Flinders  Univers- 
ity m  Adelaide  The  course  differs  in 
important  respects  Irom  Ihe  one  which 
has  been  offered  lor  the  lasl  two  years  In 
Melbourne  by  the  Council  ol  Adull  Edu- 
caiion.  a  private  educational  institution 

The  course  al  the  Council  of  Adult 
Education,  called  Understanding  homo- 
sexuality', and  run  by  homosexuals,  is 
directed  at  the  general  public.  It  provides 
an  introduction  to  what  the  homosexual 
movement  considers  Ihe  basic  politics  of 
homosexuality,  the  idea  that  lesbians 
and  homosexuals  are  not  sick,  unnatural, 
and  so  on. 

The  course  at  Flinders  University  was 
also  conceived  by  homosexuals,  but  the 
content  is  lar  more  radical,  reflecting  the 
audience  il  is  aimed  al.  The  sponsor- 
ing depart  mem,  the  Department  of 
Philosophy,  is  the  mosf  radical  in  any 
institution  of  higher  education  in 
Australia   Even  so.  Ihe  convenors  ol  Ihe 
course  had  to  tread  wanly  with  the 
maoisl  bosses  of  the  department  and  the 
more  conservative  members  of  Ihe 
faculty 

by  Craig  JohnstonQ 
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Hor«  and  more  of  u*.  TM*  recently  tomd  Toronto  group  Jotoad  tna  Gay  Itaroh  tar  *w 
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We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  rates  are :  1 0c  per  word  For  individuals  and 
30c  per  word  for  businesses  and  commercial  enterprises 
There  is  a  $2.00  minimum  charge  for  personals,  and  a 
$6  00  minimum  for  businesses. 

If  you  do  nol  wish  to  use  your  own  address,  ask  us  to 
assign  you  a  drawer  number  We  will  forward  replies  to 
you  once  a  week.  We  charge  $1  per  ad  per  issue  for  this 
service. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad.  Deadline 
for  classifieds  for  next  issue  (#28)  is  October  14,  and  for 
issue  #29,  the  deadline  is  November  11. 
■ 

All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9.  Please  mark  the  drawer 
number  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 


FRIENDSf 


Looking   lor   permanent    relationship 

with  a  male  who  enjoys  (arming  and 

counlry   living    Box    384    Sangudo, 

Alberta. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

ARTIST,  30.  en-Montreal.  511".  Slim, 
higher  than  average  indigence,  blue 
eyes,  old  consciousness,  remnants  qI 

Ihe  country  (near  Beileviiiel  among 

Otherlhings  WnleloBilty McGee, The 

Ridge    School,     RR*2,    Coe    Hill, 

Oniano 

GOODLOOKING  21,  wide  interests 

Love    and    unders landing    are 

very  aflecuonate  and  loving  and 

good  |ob  Wish  to 
successful      weal  I  hy 
30-45   Coul 


appearance 


All     replies     answerec 

RICE  IS  NICE  -  Amer  while  mali 
"Dragon '  -  long,  lean  and  lusty,  want: 

Korean  or  Japanese  men  No  agi 
limit  Very  masc.  only  Guaranteed  ti 
be  damn  good  il  nol  Ihe  besl  you Vi 
had    Will  definitely  answer  all   -   i 


26  YR  OLD  passivi 


GenL 


Pholos 


WANTED  -  Physical  relationship 
Masculine  lype  Develop  Inendship  i 
mutually  desirable  Heavy,  hirsute,  ni 
problem  Will  answer  alt  and  meet  yoi 
halfway  Am  honest,  50,  5  6  .  150  lbs 
erage  looks  &  interests  Wnti 
Drawer  427 

PETERBOROUGH 

YOUNG  MASCULINE  Male,  mteres 
led  m  other  gay  males  in  or  arounc 
Peterborough  area  Would  like  lo  ge 
it  on  in  Peterborough  mslead  o' 
travelling  out  ol  lown  so  oflen 
Universily  Gays  plus  working-class 
gays  please  reply   Discretion  expec- 


MALE,  26.  5  11 


Dram 
165  It 


422 


sled  in  meehng  others 
,-.  anraciive,  shy,  passiv* 
I  Photo  a  must   I  m  a  rr 


sally  tr 


r  436 


TORONTO 

MASCULINE  WELL-ENDOWED 
STUD  sought  for  an  intensely  atfec- 
companion  that  is  35. 
intoS'M.  B/Ooi  drugs 
Prefer  nan-smokers,  non-dancers  In- 
m  photography,  chess,  elec- 
tronics Casual  encounters  that  may 
relationship 
wanted  Tall  slender  straighi- 
appeanng  younger  males  118-35)  6 . 
170  or  so  considered  hrsl  Prefer 
photo  with  letler  Drawer  435 
GAY  ORIENTAL.  21  yrsoicV  57  .135 
lbs,  wishes  lo  meet  oiher  gay  men 
(wfirte)  lor  Inendship  and  eventually 
something  more  permanent  My 
interests  include  a  vanely  ol  subjects 
especially  in  the  arts,  such  as  music, 
movies,  paintings,  sculpture,  etc  and 
theatre     Enjoy   dancing   also    Con- 

i338 


All    I 

ion  Drav 


MARRIED  MALE,  29  yea/s 


e  rests  ii 


ISO 


)s  younger  man  lor  casual 
encounters.  Prater  thin,  clean,  cute- 
laoa  up  lo  mid  20  s  Discretion  essen- 

io  heavy  commitments  Pholo 
appreciated  Remaps  you  re  mamed 
and  want  such  a  change  Wnle  P  O 
Box  3022,  Stn   B,  RexUale  M9V  2G2 


,  165  It 


lan  of  v 


plexion,  brown  hair,  black  eyebrows, 
and  blue  eyes  wants  lo  meet  an  older. 
i.i*  ii  man  to  38  wiih  tall  dark  good 
looks  and  a  moustache  interested  in  a 
possible  relationship  Photo  a  must' 
Drawer  429      _ 

TIRED  OF  TRICKS?  Likewise  I  m 
young-looking  35.  educated,  al'ec- 
Iionate.  slim,  nonhairy.  with  line  home, 
many  creative  interests  Seeking  lair, 
slim,  nonhairy,  senous  plan.  23-35, 
mlerested  in  building  a  lasting  relation- 
ship Phone  465-0714 
PROFESSIONAL,  w'.'M.  29,  mellow. 


ranging   I 


i  to  legal  history,  seeks 
sli mutating  conversaiion  and  quiet 
dignified  companionship  with  other 
well-read,  stable,  intelligent  young 
professionals  with  a  sense  of  humor,  a 
iesl  lor  living  and  active,  enquinng 
minds  Lushes,  affected  types,  or 
ferae  naturae  need  nol  apply  Photo  if 
possible  George  Peterson.  Box  154, 
Concord  Ontanc 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  man 
in  40  s  seeks  younger  man  lor  sincere 
relationship  Must  t>e  intelligent 
mature,  good- looking  Reply  with 
pholo  Drawer  396 
MAN,  33,  teacherlookmg  lor  mature 
male,  18  lo  35,  (or  longlastmg  friend- 
ship or  relationship  Things  I  like  car- 
pentry, art,  music,  ihe  city.  Ihe  bush, 
canoeing,  swimming,  kids,  dogs, 
horses.  TV.   books,    making  things. 


MALE,  masculine,  very  young 
looking  32  59  .  150  lbs  brown  hair 
and  e,es.  good  trim  average  every- 
thing Smooth  compleiion,  non- 
hairy Considered  to  be  sincere  and 
interesting   Seek  IB  to  27  year  ok). 


*gav 


I  enjoy  senous  c 


MALE.    19.    5  10     -   160   lb: 

Interested  in  similar  guys  hairy  or 
smooth,  under  25  who  are  totally  mas- 
culine, good'ooking  and  dig  same 
Complete  descnption,  Pholo,  Address 
or  Phone  Discretion  assured  P  O 
Box  75  Malion,  Mississauga  Ontano 
L4T3B6. 

MALE.  25.  5  1 1  ,200  Hns  Conserva- 
tive., clean  cut  individual,  many  inter- 
ests Travel  throughout  Ont  Seeks 
men  all  ages  especially  men  over  40 
Discretion,  straight 
essential   Pholo  appi 


desired   Drawe 

onship. 
r423 

or  casual  H 

5  TR AIG  HT  I  cok  mg  Chi 

6  (1.  seeking  a  man  (wh 
long  lasting  friendship 
Serous  person  reply  wit 
lo  Drawer  424 

ese,  age  29. 
e|  25-35  with 
n  mind  Only 

ling  alivi 


eing  » 


laughing,  staying 
ig  aione,  going  out.  I  don  1 
hub.  uuising,  bigots,  pickles,  time 
green,  chrome  and  plexiglass  furm- 
lure.  Considered  attractive  6',  190 
lbs,  personable,  healthy,  strong,  ver- 
satile, considerate,  warm,  inde- 
pendent. Live  in  the  country  west  ol 
Ottawa.  Occasionally  in  Toronto 
Reply  with  or  without  pholo  to  R 
Williams.  Bo.  362,  Station  K,  Toronto 
MALE  2~5.  5  6  ,  135  lbs.  seeks  hand- 
some lover  Any  age  or  race,  but 
clean-cut  as  I  am  Photo  gets  reply 
P0_B°*Z',  StnV.  Toronio  M6R  3A4 
GAY  MALE,  non-dnnker,  40.  seeks 
same  lor  Inendship  -  plus  Age  inter- 
ests30to40  mteresis. music, reading 
and  theatre    Nol  inio  drugs,  or  S'M 

WHrTE  MALEAeo^ra^l  tootong" 
earty  40  s  finally  coming  out  and  en- 
loying  if  Very  lonely  and  looking  for 
similar  aged  male  Interested  in  a 
mature  permanent  relationship  Have 
house  to  share  with  ihe  ngfit  com- 
panion   Photo  appreciated    Drawer 


MALE.  27  years  oi  age,  5  6' . 
Eurasian.  lather  Irish,  motner 
Chinese  Attractive,  straight  looking, 
financially  secure  and  in  a  very  good 
profession  Like  travelling  especially 
to  Europe  and  am  thinking  ol  a  Inp 
soon  to  Ihe  sunny  Mediterranean 
Would  like  to  meet  young  male  18-  25 
yrs      especially     blond,     non-hairy. 


I'O 


>h,p    F,ni 


D  nghl  person 
Will  answer  all  especially  Ihose  wilh 
pholo   Orawe'  426 

ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
'or  lasting  mutual  Inendship  Intelli- 
gent, young,  nonhairy  gay  (preferably 
very  boyish  looking  with  high  I  0  )  is 
desired  My  descnption  5*1 1']  160 
lbs.,  good  looks,  nonhairy,  excellent 
shape  and  health,  high  I  O  ,  consider- 
ate, honest,  lorthnght.  quiel,  non- 
smoker,  nondnnker.  nondancer  My 
Interests  include  all  intelligent  modem 
subjects  (science  and  technology 
onentalion),  studious  reading,  casual 

movies,  theatre,  chess,  eic  Box  204, 
Etoblcoke.  Ont  M9C  4V3 
MASCULINE  STUDENT,  athlehcw.lh 
small  build.  35,  would  like  to  have  a 
new  Inend  up  lo  35  I  am  quiet  and 
faithlul.  dislike  baths  and  heavy  drugs 
Drawer  253 
HANDSOME,  dark,  male,  23.  6.  155 

smoker,  varied  interests,  seeks  olher 
gays  for  bed  lun.  Photo  appreciated 

Drawer  405.    _^ 

MARRIED  MAn'"S2,  inlelligenLse^kl 
a  discreel  Inend  with  own  apartment.  II 
you  like  lo  have  a  dependable  friend  or 
tather-hkelnendwnte  Pholowetcome 


SINCERE  professional  would  like  to 
meet  new  fnends  Am  30.  5'.  11" 
Picture     appreciated      Discretion 


392 


MALE29YEARS.55  ,  150IOS  .  fairly 
lit,  sincere,  steady,  alfectidnate  & 
employed  Part  Chinese,  born  4 
raised  in  Toronto  Enjoys  fishing, 
camping,  running,  squash,  plus  a 
quiet  home  lile  Seeks  fairly  lit,  stable, 
masculine  male,  with  a  good  sense  ol 

relationship  Drawer  398 
LEATHER  GUY  in4oV,"good  build, 
experienced  m  S/M,  B/D,  interested 
in  slender  or  muscular  guys  to  40 
Must  lum  on  lo  being  spanked  and/  or 
sl/apped  Limils  respected.  Beginners 
wsk-om.e  Box.  112.  Sin  _G,  Toronto 
IAM30, male  Anglo-Saxon  62  170 
lbs.  Civil  lied,  intelligent,  easy- 
going, not  bad-looking  Inio  music, 
wording,    swimming,    writing     You? 

Drawer  -132 

HALIFAX 

KNOV,  SCENE  in  New  York  City  Wil 
take,  all  expenses  paid,  young  good- 
looking  boy  interested  in  films  and  go- 
godancng  Like  tosee  you  firs!  181s 
legal  age  in  New  York  Write  to  P  O 
Box  57,  Stellarton,  N  S  Phone  1902) 
429-4650  ask  lor  Bob. 

MICHIGAN 

MALES  121-601  write  same  lor  pos- 
sible meeting  Age/looks  not  import- 
ant. Lonely,  discreel  College  edu- 
cated professional  (30s,  510".  180 
lbs)  Send  descnption  and  fun  prefer- 
ence Boiholder,  Box  613.  Flint, 
Michigan  48501  USA 


3^ 
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snghlroserl- 


MIDDLE-AGEO  BISEXUAL,  very 
handsome,  masculine,  writer,  wishes 
10  meel  educated,  intelligent,  gentie- 

with  Drawers  253,  288.  305,  327  338 
347,  385.  399.  405.  407,  4 1 3lor  week- 
ends, good  limes  Please  write  10  Bo> 
811,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Onl  M5W 
1G3  Include  recent  photo 


education  &  youth  libetalion  56  for  3 
issues.  W-monlhry,  CSC  PO  Box 
5164  San  Diego  CA  92105  USA 
Checks  or  m/o  to  Valida  Davtla 
NEWSLETTER  designed  as  meeting 
ptaoelorwniersandpubtisher^  Three 
issues.  S2  00  Lifeline  Cobalt.  On- 
tano,  PQJ  ICO 


PA  FUERAI  is  the  voice  of  the  Puerto 

Rican  Gay  Movement  \2  issues 
lingular  subi  S5  An  Mail  S6  Send  lo 
Pa  fuera,  Apariado  5523,  Estaccn  de 
Puerto  de  Tiena,  San  Juan,  Pueno 
"    □.  00906 


HOMES 

TORONTO 

HOUSEMAN/COMPANION/LOVER 
sought  by  atlraclive  prolessionai  man 

allowance  in  relum  for  household 
chores  Ideal  tor  student  working  his 
way  through  college  Wnle  about 
yourself  and  include  pholo  Drawer 
435. 


WANTED  Eslabiished,  secure  per- 
son, (25-35)  10  snare  charming  older 
house  in  east  central  Toronio  wiih  two 
men  Reply  10  Drawer  #419 
LOOKING  lor  person  lo  share  beau- 
tiful 3  bedroom  townhouse  in  north- 
east area.  Near  transportation  Own 
room  House  fully  furnished  Must  be 
clean  and  straight  in  appearance 
Please_call  497-6421  evenings 
TWO  EDUCATED 


LETTERS 

PRISONER,  black    single,  uery  mjoi, 

passed  by  at  mail  call  Would  anyone 
out  there  like  lo  correspond'  Write 
John  Cunningham  *  143-982.  P08o» 
6500.  Chillicolhe,  Ohio.  -15601,  USA 


GAY  PENFRIENDS 

Jack  Hamng.  Box  8B009BP  Hono- 
lulu. Hawaii  96815  INTERNATIONAL 
COVERAGE 


OTHER 


looking  guy  Near  Warden  Subway 
Station  Call  266-4820  10:30  PM  to 
12  PM  or  wrne  lo  Drawer  425 
BROAOVIEW-QUEEN  4  bedroom, 
available  October  1  Possible  reduc- 
tion in  rent  in  exchange  for  small  reno- 
vations Call  924-3156 
GAY  GUYS  Rooms,  Hals,  apart- 
ments Furnished  and  unfurnished 
Broadview-Gerrard  area  (Toronto) 

Phone  Don  465-3287  

OTTAWA 


COMPATIBLE  person,  25-35,  "wanted 
to  share  wilh  professional  engineer, 
house  conveniently  located  and 
immediately  available    Drawer  412 


ASSISTANT  FARM  MANAGER,  26, 

wants  to  work  16  hours  per  day  for 
Friday,  Saturday.  Sunday,  starting 
after  com  harvest,  October  1.  Drawer 


MONTREAL 


Montreal.  Quiet,  senous  gay  male 
couple  seek  person  for  house- 
work in  downtown  apt  Musi  be  de- 
pendable, hard-working  Student  pre- 
ferred Accomodation  (room  &  bath) 
available     Call   &J2-002t_evenings 

READING 


EXCLUSIVE  MALE  magazmt 

hru  March,  1972  (9  is 

Drawer  434. 


NUDE  BOYS  ft  MEN,  all  types,  sues 
and  shapes  Largest  &  Finesl  Selec- 
tion olGay  Films  and  Magazines  inihe 
WoridI  Guaranleed  Canadian  de- 
livery Send  for  FREE  photo  illus- 
iraled  Catalogs  Henk  van  Amslel 
Bon  219,  Vesterbrogade  208,   1600 

Copenhagen,  DENMARK. 

GAYCON  PRESS  NEWSLETTER  A 
newsietlerforgayinpnson  Tnenews- 
leiter  contains  poetry,  general  mlor- 
mation. news andsomegraphics  The 
newsletter  is  sejll  FREE  lo  all 
prisoners  (Freegays  are  encouraged 
10  subscribe  -  1 2  issues  tor  S3  )  Wnle 
to.  Ron  Ena&.-ity.  1  E    3rd  St.    NYC 

NY  10003,  USA 

GAY   FICTION    MAGAZINE     Gay 

transcripts  Of  qualify  work  lor  a  new 
quarterly  magazine  of  gay  fiction  lobe 
published  in  San  Francisco  next  year 


no  pornography  or  poetry  will  be  pub- 
lished Graphic  art  is  also  being 
sough!  Send  manusenpts  or  art  work 
10  Gay  Fiction  Magazine.  631  Castro 
Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114, 
USA 


MY  VAN  AND  I  Our  bodies  available 
for  light  M8H  (Moving  and  Hauling) 
Inierested  in  all  scenes  Discretion 
assured  Phone  Keith  after  6 
925-5702  ^Toronto 
THE  AMERICANS- Iheprtson  reform 
group  looking  for  action  people.  Wnle 
Donald  Danlord.  2605  Slate  Street. 
Salem,  Oregon_USA. 
BLACK  STUDIOS  The  Unusual  by 
Mailorder  Dept  BP.  Box 545,  Station 
Z.  Toronto,  Ontano  M5N  2Z8 
PEDOPHILE  LIBERATION  GROUP 
We  are  working  lor  improved  under- 
standing ol  pedophilia  and  lor  the  right 
of  lods  and  adults  to  have  relation- 
ships If  you  are  a  liberated  pedo- 
phile, or  wanl  to  be  -  write  us  Details 
and  sample  ol  our  monthly.  $'  Better 
Life.  256  S  Robertson  Beverly  Hills 

CA  90211,  USA. 

NAIAD  PRCSS  is  interested  in  seeing 

Query  first,  outlining  very  briefly  Ihe 
general  plot  and  word-length  ol  the 
manuscripl  Enclosed  sell  addressed 
stamped  envelope  Write  Naiad 
Press,  c/o  The  Ladder,  PO  Box 
5025,  Washington  Station,  Reno. 

Nevada  695 1 3JJSA 

MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  30  word  ad 
Iree  with  $4  00  membership  Names  & 
addresses  trom  everywhere  Monthly 
bulletin  Chasers,  Box  423,  Verdun, 
Quobtc 

PLEASE  HELP  ME  help  the  lonely, 
poor,  suffering,  depressed  I  need 
your  help  Donations  more  than 
welcome.  Tax  deductible  Write, 
Brother  Mark.  731  Vanier  St.  Windsor, 
Oni  Canada  Nax_3E5_ 

RESTAURANT  " 
For  sale  or  lease 
Fully   equipped   kitchen,   beaut 
decora  led  dmmg  room  Situated 
tranquil    downtown    Toronio    ravine 
Low  renl,  low  down  payment,  financ- 
ing. Phone  920-5087 

SUDBURY 

SUDBURY  -  Nonhern  Ontario  gay 
men  and  lesbians  lime  to  gel 
togelher'  Affirm  our  presence  in  the 
north  Drawer  428 

WANTED  Investors  lor  a  sane  alter- 
native to  bars  and  dubs  Will  reply 
shortly     10     Ihose     who     answered 

previous  ad_  Drawer  344_ 

NORTHERN  ONTARIO 
ASSISTANCE  IS  REQUIRED  by  a 
young  man,  age  28,  presently  silu- 
ated  in  a  Northern  Ontario  com- 
munity and  gainfully  employed,  but 
who  seeks  to  relocate  m  Metropoli- 
tan Toronto  Due  to  Ihe  distance  and 
my  not  having  loo  many  business  con- 
tacts m  the  Toronto  area,  Ihe  need  is 
lor  someone  lo  help  me  in  Ihe  locat- 
ing of  suitable  employment  as  well  as 
lodging,  so  Iherelore  I  am  placing  my 
trust  m  the  hands  ol  those  who  may 
happen  10  read  this  ad 

A  compfele  resume  of  employ- 
ment qualifications  and  references  as 
well  as  personal  qualifications  will  be 
made  available  lor  those  who  make 
response  Hopefully,  there  wilt  be 
someone  in  Toronto  who  will  be  able  10 
offer  rne  some  assistance  -  thus 
enabling  me  lo  be  granted  the 
freedom  I  seek  Wnte  to  Diawer  0  4 1 6 


1  fully 
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a  journal  of 

collective 
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political  analysis 

literature 
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edited  by 

six  gay  men 

first  issue 
early  1976 
four  issues  $6 
box  40568 
san  francisco 
California  94140 


School  gol  you  down? 


Then   bring  it  down! 


THE  LESBIANFEMINIST 
SATIRE   MAGAZENE 


COMWtlWIIY  PAGE 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  ot  Canadian  groups  when 
pmnarily  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  0/  struggling 
against  gay  oppression  It  includes  democratically  constituted 
organizations  ot  gay  people:  co-opera  lively  run  dubs  and 

.  ,  centres,  bookstores  which  advertise  themselves 
as  sellers  ol  gay  and  feminist  liierature.  and  gay  penod«a)s 
operated  on  a  non- hierarchical,  non-profit  basis 

If  vou  wish  to  be  listed,  please  send  me  information  about 
your  group  to  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
Ontano  M5W  tX9  Be  sure  to  notify  us  of  any  change  in  mior- 
mation  already  listed  on  the  Community  Page. 


CALGARY 


GAY  INFORMATION  AND 
RESOURCES 
Bt6  7th  St  SW 
Calgary.  A6  T2P  1Z5 
264-3911  •  7-10  PM 
LESBIAN  DROP-IN 


Jjfl  ■ 


»  S  E. 


Calgaiy,  Alberta 
Wednesdays  8  pm 

(403J  266-2552 

CORNER  JJflPOK  _ 


COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NFUD.  (CHAN) 
Bo*  905,  Comer  Brook 
Comer  Brook,  NF  A2H  SJ2 


EDMONTON 


CLUB  70' 

10242.  1061hS1 
Edmonton.  Alberta 
(403)   423-5051 
GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 
EQUALITY 
8225  - 109  Sireei 
Box  1852 


GUELPH  

GUELPH  GAY  EQUALITY 
221,  Univ.  Centre 
of  Guelph 
Guelph.  Ontario 
"       ne  1519183&4550 
HALIFAX 


THE  ALTERNATE  BOOKSHOP 

Sle  301.  1585  Bamngion  Street 

Halifax ,  Nova  Scolia 

GAY  ALUANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 
1 161,  Armdale  Sin 
■lax.  Nova  Scotia  B3L  4G9 

Gaylme  (902)  420-6969 

HAUFAX  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

5673  Brenion  Place 

Box  5052.  Aimdale  Sin 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

(9021  423-0643 

HAMILTON 


McMASTER  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

OC1  Box  44.  Stn  B 

H amnion.  Ontario  L8L  7T5 

Gaykne  (416)  527-0336 

The  following  groups  can  aJso  be 

contacted  at  the  above  address: 

EUGENE'S  DISCO 

GAY  WOMEN  OF  HAMILTON 

BI-SEXUALS  OF  HAMILTON 

(rap  group} 


KINGSTON 


KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

200  Montreal  Sireei 
Kingston,  Onlano 
(613|  542-5226 
QUEEN'S  UNIVERSITY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 
Sludeni  Attairs  Centre 
51  Queens  Crescenl 
Queen's  University, 
Kingston.  Onlano  K7L  2S7 
(613)  547-2836 


MONTREAL 


KITC  H  E  N  ER/WATER  LOO  _ 
THE  WOMEN'S  PLACE 

42-B  King  Street  South 

Waterloo.  Ontano 

(519}  886-1620 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 

LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  oT  Students 

University  ot  Waterloo 

Waterloo.  Ontano  N2L  3G1 

(519]  885-1211  ex  2372 

LONDON 


HOMOPHILE  ASSOC.  OF 
LONDON,  ONT. 

649  CofbOme  Si 

London.  Ontano  N6A  322 

1515)  433-3762 


MISSISSAUGA 


GAY  EQUALITY  MISSISSAUGA 

Box  193.  Sin.  A 
Missssauqa.  Onlano  L5A  227 


Androgyny  Bookatora 

21 7  Crescenl  Street 
Montreal,  Ouebec  H3G  2B1 
(514)  666-2131 

CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN  DE 
MONTREAL 
6581  Si  Laurent 
Montreal .  Quebec 
(514)  279-5381 
GAY  COALITION  AGAINST 
REPRESSION/COMfTE 
HOMOSEXUEL  ANTI- 
REPRESSION 
CP  36.  SuccursaJe  C 
Montreal,  Quebec  H2L  4J7 
(514)  866-2131 
GAY  INFO 
c/o  Eric  Hill 
695  Moffat  Avenue 
Verdun.  Quebec  H4J  1Y7 
(514)288-1101     7-10  PM 
GAYUNE 

c/o  Family  Services  Assoc 
4515  St.  Calhenne  St  W 
Westmounl,  Quebec 
(514)  931-8668  or  931-5330 
7  days/wK  7-1 1  pm 
GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL 
d  ACTION  POLITIQUE 
CP  235.  Stn  N 
Montreal,  Ouebec 
MONTREAL  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH/EGUSE  COM- 
MUNAUTAIRE  DE  MONTREAL 
CP  610,  Succursala,  NDG 
Montreal,  Quebec  H4A  3R1 
(514)845-4471 
MONTREAL  LESBIAN 
ORGANIZATION 
3595  St  Ufbain  Sireei. 
Montreal,  Quebec  H2X  2N6 
(514)642-4781 
Orop-tn:  Thurs  8  oni 
Monthly  newsletter 
NACHES:  GAY  JEWISH 
DISCUSSION  GROUP 
Box  298,  Stn  H 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Ph:  Roy  (514)  738-9003 
Harvey  488-0849 . 


OTTAWA  _ 


GAYS  OF  OTTAWA/GAIS  DE 
L'OUTAOUAIS 

Box  2919  Stn  D  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa.  Ontario  KIP  5W9 

378  EJgm,  2nd  floor 

Ottawa.  Ontario 

Gaylme:  238-1717 

Business:  (613)  233-0152 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  CARLETON 

c/o  CUSA,  Caneion  Umv 

Colonel  By  Drive 

Ottawa.  Onlano  K1S  5B6 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254  Cooper  #t1 

Ottawa,  Onlano  K2P  0G4 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

821  Somerset  SI  West 

Ottawa,  Ontano 

1613)  233-2560 


QUEBEC 


SASKATOON 


GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Prof  Peter  Minard 
Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 
GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
310-20th  Sireei  East  (2nd  tl) 


CENTRE  HUMANITAIRE  d  AIDE  el 

de  LIBERATION 

264  rue  des  Frandscams 

BP  596,  Haute  Ville 

Quebec.  Quebec 

SERVICE  D'ENTRAIDE  HOMO- 
PHILE OE  QUEBEC 

260  rue  des  Franciscans 

CP  596,  Quebec  6        


ATROPOS  FELLOWSHIP 
SOCIETY/ODYSSEY  CLUB' 
Box  3414 

Regirw.  Sasfc.  S4P  3J8 


THUNDER  BAY 


Thunder  Bay.  Ontano 


TORONTO 


.COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NFLO.  (CHAN) 
Box  613,  Stn.  C 
|SL  John's,  NF  A1C'5K8 


CATALYST  PRESS 

315  Btantyre  Avenue 

Scarborough.  Ontario  M1N  2S6 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 

ASSOC.  OF  TORONTO  (CHAT) 

199  Church  SI  2nd  floor 

Toronto.  Ontario  M5R  1Z1 

(416)862-1544 

DIGNITY 

Box  249.  Sin  E 

Toronto.  Ontano  M6H  4E2 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Box  396,  Sin  K 

Toronto.  Onlano  M4P  2E0 

GAY  ALUANCE  AT  YORK 

Office.  216  Vanier  College  Res. 

(416)  667-3509.  667-3632 

Mailing  Address,  c/o  CYSF 

Central  Sguare.  Rm  105 

York  University 

4700  Keele  Street 

Oownsview,  Onlano  M3J  IPS 

GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

193  Carlton  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2K7 

(416)  964-0146 

GAY  YOUTH  GROUP 

Meetings  Tuesdays  at  7 

Church  SI  Community  Centre 

S19  Church  St 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

4  Collier  Street  (at  Yonge) 

Toronto,  Ontario 

(416)861-4161 

HAMISHPACKA  (the  tamlry) 

Gay  Jewish  Group 

1179ABIoorSr.  W. 

Toronto.  Ontario 

Call  Harvey  960-0053 

or  Don  653-0498 

METROPOUTAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

29  Granby  St/eel 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1HB 

Drop-rn/ Office. 

7  days/wk,  7  pm-midnight 

Church  (416)364-9799 

Distress  Una  (416)  364-9835 

TORONTO  AREA  GAYS 

Counselling  service  /phone  line 

Box  6706,  Stn  A 

Toronto.  Ontario 

(416)964-6600 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

85  Harbord  Street 

Toronto.  Onlano 

(416)  922-8744 

WAGES  DUE  LESBIANS 

Box  38,  Stn  E 

Toronto.  Ontano 

[416)466-7457 


VANCOUVER 


(604)  385-3843 


WINDSOR 


WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 

Sandwich  Postal  Sm 
Windsor,  Onlano  NSC  3Y6 

252-0979 
WOMEN'S  PLACE 
327  Ouelletle  Ave,  #202 
Windsor,  Ontano  N9A  4J1 
(519)252-0244 


WINNIPEG 


A  WOMAN'S  PLACE 

143  Walnut  SI 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 

(204)  766-4581 

DIGNITY/WINNIPEG 

Box  27,  Transcona  PO 

Tianscona.  Manitoba  R2C  225 

GAYS  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  27,  UMSU 

University  ol  Mamtoba 

Winnipeg.  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 

|204)  47J-6216 

NATIONALS  REGIONAL, 

CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 
Box  7289.  Stn  A 

Toronto.  Ontano  M5W  1X9 

(416)  863-6320 

COALITION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN 

ONTARIO 

193Cariion  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 

(416)964-0148 

COMM:TTEE  TO  DEFEND  JOHN 

DAMIEN 

Box  117.  Stn  V 

Toronto,  Ontario  M8R  3A4 

LIBERTARIANS  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS 

315  Blantyie  Avenue 

Scarborough,  Onlano  M1N  2S6 

NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 

COALITION/COALITION 

NATIONAL  pour  Ma  DROITS  des 

HOMOSEXUELS  (NGRC/CNDH) 

CP  2919,  Succursale  0 

Ottawa,  Canada  KIP  5W9 

(613|  233-0152 

NATIONAL  SOCIAL  CREDIT  GAY 

CAUCUS 

Box  1267,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1G7 

UNITARIAN  UNI  VERS  AUST  GAY 

CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 

Box  6248.  Stn  A 

Toronto.,  OntanO  M5W1P6 


GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 
EQUALITY 

Box  1463,  Sin  A 

Vancouver.  BC 

(604)689-3139 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 

C/o  Studenl  Society 

Simon  Fraser  University 

Bumaby.  BC 

(604)  876-4704 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 

Box  9,  Studenl  Union  Bfdg. 

Univ.  ol  BC 

Vancouver,  BC  V6T  1W5 

LESBIAN  CAUCUS  OF  THE  BC 

FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN 

Box  4294 

Vancouver,  BC 

SEARCH  i  Society  for  Education. 

Action,  Research  &  Counselling  in 

Homosexuality  i 

Box  46903.  Beniall  Centre 

Vancouver,  BC  V7X  1A8 

SEARCH  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

1 367  Richards  Si  #301 

Vancouvef.SC 

(604)  689-1039  or  1119 


PUBLIC  AT10NS_ 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 

Box  7289,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9 

Sub:  S4.SO/10  issues 

GAY  TIDE 

Box  1463,  Stn  A 

Vancouver,  BC 

LONG  TIME  COMING 

Lesbian- Feminist  newspaper 

Box  128,  Stn  G 

Montreal.  Quebec 

Sub:  S5/y 


IC-NGTIMl 

•<  CMIN< 


NOW*. 
MONTHLY 


We've  been  sitting 
on  these  back  issues 

for  too 


Have  we  been  waiting  for  them  to  become 
| valuable  collectors  items?  Well,  they're  not  that. 
Probably  won't  be  for  a  long  time.  But  the  back 
issues  of  The  Body  Politic  are  valuable  docu- 
ments of  the  early  years  of  gay  liberation  in 
Canada. 

The  first  issue,  Nov.-Dec.  1971,  for  example,  con 
tained  a  copy  of  the  first  brief  ever  presented 
to  the  federal  government,  "We  Demand.^, 

The  Gay  Ghetto"  was  examined^ 
and  "A  Program  for  Gay  Liberation" 
published  in  the  first  two  issues.  Andi 
the  popular  column  "Twilight  Trails"] 
began  with  #2. 

With  #3  we  looked  at  "Sexual 
Politics"  and,  inspired  by  Sontag, 
|  jotted  a  few  "Counter  Notes  on  Camp  "1 
#4  found  us  uncovering  "The  Great  j 
Beast"  and  dissecting  "The  Myth  of 
the  New  Homosexual". 
Fame  touched  us  -  new  poetry  by 
Paul  Goodman,  in  #5.  And  a  little 
infamy  -  we  published  the  controversial 
|  "Of  Men  and  Little  Boys". 

#6  was  a  heavy:  "David  Cooper", 


"Herbert  Marcuse"  and,  "The  Christian 
Creation  of  Evil". 

We  took  a  long  look  at  "Psychiatric 
Neutrality"  in  #7,  and  some  short,  devastating! 
glances  at  the  "unliberated'  in  "The  Golden 
Goodie  Awards". 
We  went  west  in  #8,  finding  a  "Homo  Home 
^pn  the  Range"  and  discovering  the  reasons  for 
tl'The  Failure  of  Feminism  in  the  West". 

With  #9  we  started  the  celebrated  I 
t  series  by  James  Steakley 
on  the  gay  movement  in  Germany. 
The  articles,  in  #9,#10  and  #11 
chronicled  the  period  from  1860 
to  1933. 
In  #12  we  uncovered  Tsarist 
Russia's  gay  poet,  "Mikhail  Kuzmin",| 
and  covered  the  case  of  the  "Uppity 
Women"  -  The  Brunswick  Four  - 
whose  suffering  at  the  hands  of  Tor- 
onto police  became  a  cause  celebre. 
The  list  goes  on.  We  still  have  copies| 
of  each  of  the  issues  that  we've  printed. 
We've  been  sitting  on  them  too  long. 
^We'd  like  you  to  have  a  chance  to  read 
them. 


would  like  the  following  back  issues: 


□  1 

□  7 

□  2 

□  8 

D3 

□  9 

D4 

□   10 

□  5 

□   11 

□  6 

□   12 

(75c  per 


I  encloses 

issue)  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  above 
back  issues. 

Name: 


Address: 


The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W  1 X9 


% 


I  don't  want  to  miss  any  future 
issues  either.  Start  my  subscription 
with  issue  number 


5  issues      10  issues 


Canada  1st  class    $4.50  $8.00 

2nd  class       2.75  4.50 


USA 


1  st  class 
2nd  class 


6.00 
4.00 


10.50 
7.00 


International    Air 
Surface 


10.00 
7.00 


The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M5W  1X9 


Name: 


Address:. 


bJkr 


